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i chapter 1

Flying
History il

INCE THE :4TH OF JUNE, 1947—

when pilot Kenneth Arnold reported
observing nine shining, “saucer-like” objects
flyving at 1,200 miles per hour over the
Cascade mauntain range of Western Wash-
ington—the controversy of the flying saucers
has been raging.

But many do not know that Arnold’s
report was not the beginning. No one can
say when the phenomena of unidentifiable
aerial objects began any more than one can
say when history began.

The US. Air Force has admitted investi-
gating several UFO reports in late 1946 and
early '47, prior to the Arnold sighting. Their
official investigation, however, did not actu-
ally begin until mid-1947.

During the latter years of World War II,
both Allied and Axis Intelligence records
were overladen with reports of glowing,
almost ghost-like phenomena. The objects
were termed “foo-fighters.” Both sides
thought they were newly developed and
secret weapons of the enemy.
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For the UFO accounts in the years prior
to the Second World War, all such re-
scarchers are indebred to such intensive in-
vestigators as Charles Fort and Desmond

Leslie.

Fort collected these enigmatic data from
libraries on two contnents untl his un-
timely death in 1932. Fort’s four primary
books on the unusual and the unknown are
The Book of the Dammed (originally pub-
lished 1919), New Lands (1923), Lo! (1931),
and Wild Talents (1932). These volumes
now comprise the 1125 pages of The Books
of Charles Fort, published in 1941 for the
Fortean Society by Henry Holt and Co.
These books are now classics in literarure,
as well as UFO research. Perhaps many
feel as New York Times reviewer J‘.Inynard
Shipley must have when he wrote, “Read-
ing Fort is a ride on a comet.”

Desmond Leslie, who co-authored Flying
Saucers Have Landed with George Adam-
ski, has researched far into archaic records
and has come up with a monumental work.

1 : *_ flyiﬂﬁ - QSGUIGI'S




Leslie, a young Briton, has broached such
unconventional fields as the purported his-
tory of Atlantis and the occult sciences
with interesting results.

For cxnmplc, in the vear 1290 A.D., ac-
cording to an account related in an anti-
quated manuscript found at Ampleforth
Abbey, England, in early 1953, “a hrgc
round silver thing like a disk flew slowly
over” the town of Byland Abbey, York-
shire.

In the pre-Christian era, one curious re-
port was recorded in the Royal Annals of
Thuthmosis Tl (circa 1504-1450 B.C.) of
ancient Fgypt. The datum was discovered by
Boris de Rachewiltz among the papers of
the late Professor Alberto Tulli, formerly
of the Vatican Museum,

The objects in rhis case be whar rhey
may—were described as “a circle of fire that
was coming in the sky . had no head . ..
It had no voice.” Several days rherecafrer,
the Annals continued, “they were more
numerous than anvthing. They were shin-
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ing in the sky . . . to the limits of
heaven . . . After supper . . . they went up
higher directed towards the South.” -

When does a conventional topic become
unconventional? Or when does an uncon-
ventional subject become conventional? The
author does not know, nor does he know
where to divide the borderline which sepa-
rates the strictly objective from the sub-
jective. This largely applies to the so-called
legends of old.

An undying controversy has raged over
the reality or fancy of Plato’s Atlantis. But
it is, admittedly, difficult for a legend to
persist for some thousands of years with-
out having been drowned by the warters of
truth and enlightenment.

Such is the case for the ancient real or
mythical lands of Arlantis and Lemuria.
The Story of Atlantis, written in 1895 by
V. Scott Elliott, is one of a number of
older books which purportedly describes
aerial vehicles—called vinanas—resembling
the UFO’s of roday.

These *“vimanas,” according to Elliorr,
were  “apparently scamless and perfectly
smooth, and they shone in the dark as if
coared with luminous paine.”

This phenomenon of luminosity has been
closely allied to reports of unidentified
aerial phclmmcna, many of which are con-
tained in the files of Air Technical Intelli-
gence Center, Ohio.

The Ramayana, classic of ancient India,
describes another tvpe of fabled aerial de-
vice—the “Car Celestial,” or Puspaka.

“The Puspaka Car,” relates the Rama-
yana, “that resembles the sun and belongs
to my brother, was brought by the power-
ful Ravan; that aerial and excellent car,
going evervwhere at will, is ready for thee
(Rama). That car, resembling a bright
cloud in the sky, is in the city of Lanka.”

The ancient classic continues:

“Beholding the car coming by force of
will Rama attained to an excess of
astonishment. And the king got in, and
the excellent car, at the command of
Raghira, rosc up into the higher at-
mosphere. And in that car, Coursing at
will, Rama greatly delighred.”

Prntnp Chandra Roy's Maba-Bbarata (of
1889) contains “ descriptions” of such heav-
enly wonders, during the legendary time of
Atlanris, as—

“The beautiful car-celestial possessed
the radiance of fire . . .

“Blazing with a mighty radiance, like
a flame on a summer night . . .

THE OHIO STATE |




Ancient Egyptian concept
of the “boar of the sun
traveling in the sky.”
YERKES OBSERVATORY PHOTO

“Like a comert in the sky . . . Like a
meteor encircled by a mighty cloud

"

.

The same author's Sarmusaptakabadba rold
of a “vimana” that “proceeded through that
region of the sky firmament which is above
the regions of the winds,” and a celesual
chariot which “could move in a circular
course, or move forwards, backwards, and
divers kinds of movement.”

It looks as though the saucer phenomena
was with us throughout ancient as well as
modern cras. In the archaic language of
Sanskrit, the volume Samarangana Sutrad-
bara attempred to describe the transporta-
tion of its day:

“Four strong mercury containers must
be built into the interior strucrure.
When these have been heated by con-
trolled fire from iron conrtainers, the
vimana develops thunder-power through
the mercury. And at once becomes like
a pearl in the sky.”

In this defunct Indian language, writings
were always defined as mythical (Daiva)
or factual (Manusa). The Samarangana
Sutradbara was designated as Manusa. In
addition to the above passages, this fascinat-
ing work also recounts the following sen-
tence, of possible noteworthy interest:

“By means of these machines, human
beings can fly in the air and heavenly
beings can come down to Earth”

Such other volumes of carly history as
the Tibetan Tantja and Kantjua, P. C.
Roy's Drona Parva, the 3,000 years old

pigitized by (3O '816

Mababbarata, the Vishnu Purana, A. Bailey's
A Treatise on Cosniic Fire, the Emperor’s
Capirularies and others, all relate phenomena
nearly paralleling current reports and char-
acteristics.

Phvlos “the Tibetan,” in A Daeller on
Two Planets (completed in 1886), is an-
other to describe skyward contrivances pur-
portedly urilized during the Atlantean era
—and this work may bear further investiga-
tion.

According to Phylos, these airships—
“round, hollow needles of aluminum”—came
in four sizes: 25, 80, 155, and about 250 feet
in diamerer.

“Long as was our silver-white spindle,”
described “The Tibetan,” *“we had soon
risen so high as to make us scem a mere
speck to people on the earth beneath.”

“Windows of crystal, of enormous re-
sistant strength," he later continued, “were
in rows like portholes along the sides, a few
on top, and others set in the floor, thus af-
fording a view in all directions.” As for
their source of power, this was supposedly
derived from the “Night-Side of Nature”—
whatever that may be.

Writing in the Awustralian Saucer Record,
Andrew Tomas—who lived in the Far Fast
for some 25 vears—asks, “Do Saucers Have
Bases on LFarth?”

He answers his own query by many ref-
erences. One is the mythical city of “Sham-
balla, the City of Cosmic Men . . . known
in Asia far and wide.”

Tomas quotes the noted painter, Profes-
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sor Nicholas Roerich, one who has spent
many years in Central Asia, as asking a
“learned lama” if it is true “that very soon
new energies shall be given to humanity™?

The lama is quoted as having replied:
“Innumerable arc the great things predes-
tined and prepared. Through the Holy
Scriptures we know of the Teachings of the
Blessed One about the inhabitants of the
distant stars. From the same source we have
heard of the flying steel bird, about ironm
serpents which devour space with fire and
smoke.”

Chinese Taoist records relate that Chen
Jen—the “Perfect Man"—was “borne on the
wings of the wind, seated on the clouds of
Heaven, (and) he rtravels from one planct
to another and fixes his habitation in the
stars.”

“Shen Ye (Divine Archer),” wrote Tomas,
“is depicted in Chinese lore riding on a
cclestial bird. It is said that when he was
carried into the center of an immense hori-
zon ‘he could not perceive the rotary mo-
tion of the sun’ Qur future spacemen will
not be able to sce that either.”

Bringing oursclves into biblical times, we
may possibly find the greatest proof of
written accounts of the UFO in the Holy
Bible.

Fzckicl records a rather spectacular phe-
nomenon in the first chapter of his book:

Verse 4—"And 1 looked, and, bchold, a
whirlwind came out of the north, a great
cloud, and a fire unfolding itself, and a
brightness was about it, and out of the
midst thereof as the colour of amber, out
of the mudst of the fire.

Verse 7—“. . . And they sparkled like the
colour of burnished brass.”

Verse 12—“And they went . . . straight
forward . .. and they turned not as they
went.”

Verse 13— . . . Their appearance was like
burning coals of fire, and like the appear-
ance of lamps . . . and the fire was®brighr,
and out of the fire went forth lightning.”

Here, the reference to like burning coals
of fire could not help but to remind the
author of a particularly interesting sighting
report made by airline pilots 1st Officer
William B. Nash and :nd Officer William
H. Fortenberry, both of whom witnessed
eight UFO’s traveling beneath them near
Norfolk, Virginia, on July 14, 1952. (See
Chapter VI.) The Nash-Fortenberry report
was classified by the Air Technical Intelli-
gence Center as “Conclusion: Unknown.”

The paralleled description in this casc
was contained in a passage of their rcporrt,
“They (the objects) had the fiery aspect of
hot coals, but of much greater glow.” Could
this be another way of describing “burning
coals of fire™?

Bur to continue with Ezekiel:

Verse 16—“The appearance of the wheels
and their work was like unto the colour of
a beryl . . . and their appearance and their
work was as it were a wheel in the middle
of a wheel”

The similarity berween Ezekiel’s descrip-
tion of “a wheel in the middle of a wheel”
and current reports of unidentified flying
objects is striking. One such simile was re-
lated by the Boston Traveler of May g,
1952. On the prior joth of March, the
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Fireball, flying saucer
or possibly Halley’s

Comet? This scene is
depicted on the Bayeux _
Tapestry in year 1066. 1
YERKES OBSERVATORY PHOTO
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The “head” of Halley’s Camet photographed in 1910. Conet

account stated, a whining sound was noticed
and “a brighe silvery objecr . . . descended
ar great speed,” then hovered in midair.

"It appeared rto be a large rotating ring
... with the sky visible through the center.”

1bid. Verse 18—“As for their rings, they
were so high that they were dreadful; and
their rings were full of eyes round abourt
them four.”

This sounds strangely like a description
of portholes—perhaps in four rows—by one
who had never before encountered such
things.

One wonders if Jeremiah's advice to “be
not dismayed at the signs in the heaven”
(10:2) might not have referred to our cur-
rent aerial phenomena. The same may like-
wise hold true for the words of Joel: “And
I will shew wonders in the heavens . . .”
(2:30).

Few things are more anomalous in the
light of present-day knowledge and occur-
rence than the innumerable biblical refer-
ences to “flving clouds.”

“Who are these,” asked Isaiah, “that flv as
a cloud, and as the doves ro their windows:”
(6o:8).

Nothing, to the author’s imagination,
could more aptly describe a circular-shaped

»Google
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object in rthe days before Christ than to say
a flying cloud. lIsaiah is believed to have
lived carly in the eighth century, B.C.

A “fiery flving serpent” was mentioned
by Isaiah in chapter 14, verse 29.

il Kings, 2:11, vells us: “. . . . there ap-
peared a chariot of fire . . . and EFlijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven.”

Psalm, 104:3: “Who layeth the beams of
his chambers in the waters: who maketh
the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon
the wings of rhe wind.”

Revelation, 10:: “And 1 saw another
mighty angel come from heaven clothed
with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his
head, and his face was as it were the sun,
and his feet as pillats of fire.”

Psalm, 68:17: "“The chariots of God are
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels:
the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the
holy place.”

Revelation, 1:1:12: “And they heard a
great voice from heaven saying unto them,
Come up hither. And they ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld
them.”

Bringing the account of the UFO in
world history additionally up rto date, no
book would be cumplctc without mention-

Origina Ymg Saucers
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ing the researches of Harold T. Wilkins
as contained in his book, “Flying Saucers
on the Arrack.” Wilkins has authored two
volumes on ancient South America prior to
his UFO research.

The following are some representative
cases from Wilkins' collection of early
UFO sighting reports.

In 18¢3 the officer on watch on the H.M.S.
Caroline, accordi.ng to the Britsh scientific
periodical, Nature, reported sighting a num-
ber of “unusual lights, sometimes in a mass.”
They were described as occasionally taking
“the form of a crescent of diamonds.”

Jumping back into rime, we find that
Roman historian, Julius Obsequens, recorded
the appearance of “a globe of fire (aurea
globis), at sunrise, appeared in the sky with
terrific noise, and hurnlng over the town
of Spulctum, Umbria, in go B.C. This * ginbe

.. golden in color,” continued the historian,
“fell to carth from the sky, and was seen
to gyrate.” Then it rose “from the carth,
was borne east., and obscured the disc of
the sun with its magnitude.”

And sull farther back, in 222 B.C., “there
shone a great light, like . . . three moons
(that) appcarcd n quarters of the sky dis-
tant from cach other” over the township
of Ariminum.

In all of these cases of such antiquatcd
reports it is oft-times difficult to separate
apparently cmgmartc occurrences from rea-
sonably simple misinterpretations of merte-
nro]uglcal phenomena. However, objec-
tivity must prevail, and only those incidents
(assuming them ro be accurately recounted)
that will withstand easy discounting are
herein included.

One such curious report was of “a round
shield” over Arpi, 180 miles east of Rome,
in 216 B.C. Possibly a current report could
easily discount such a phenomenon—but a
round shield closely equates present-day re-
ports abour as much as could be expected
from such an era of early recorded hlsmn'

“Small globes . . . circling round the sun”
were recorded over England in 796 A.D.
by Roger of Wendover.

On the 18th of August, 1783, Tiberious
Cavallo, F.R.S.—according to the dara col-
lected by Wilkins—witnessed:

“Northeast of the terrace, in clear sky
and warm weather, I saw appear sud-
denly an oblong cloud nearly parallel
to the horizon. Below the cloud was
seen a luminous body . . . It soon be-
came a roundish body, brightly lit up
and almost stationary. It was abour g:25
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Reported photo of one of the so-called
“ghost rockets” that plagued Scandinavian
skies shortly after World War I1. This photo
was published by the London Daily Tele-

graph in 1946. COURTESY RICHARD HUGHES

p-m. This strange ball ar first appeared
bluish and faint, bur its light increased,
and it soon began to move. At first, ir
ascended above the horizon, obliquelv
towards the east. Then it changed its
direcction and moved parallel to the
horizon. Tt vanished in the SE. I saw
it for half a minute, and the light it
gave out was prodigious. It lit up every
object on the face of the country. It
changed shape to oblong, acquired a
tail, and seemed to split up into two
bodies of small size. About rwo minutes
later came a rumble like an explosion.”

Here the possibility of a meteoroid may
be suggested. This can easily be discounted,
however, by the facts that the object was
relatively “stationary” and “oblong” or
“roundish”—none of which are indigenous
to metcor reports. And meteors are never
visible for a duration of nearly “half a
minute,”

Leaving the researches of Wilkins we find
—just prior to the trn of the century—
nearly a year of good UFO reports, rival-
ling the current avalanche of reports, or
“Aap™ as termed by the Air Force.

“In Air Force terminology,” defined Ed-
ward J. Ruppelr, former USAF director of
its official UFO investigatory body—Project
Blue Book—in his The Report on Unidenti-
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An astronomical photograph showing small portion of the moon.

fied Flying Objects, “a “flap’ is a condition,
or situation, or state of being of a group
of people characterized by an advanced
degree of confusion thar has not quite vet
reached panic proportions. It can be lnrml;_ht
on by any number of thmga mdun.lmg the
unu.\pu.tLd visit of an nu.pm.ung gcm-ral
a major administrative reorganization, the
arrival of a hot piece of intelligence informa-
tion, or the dramartic entrance of a well-
stacked female into an officers’ club bar.”
On the 2:nd and joth of November, 18g6,
“cigar-shaped object with stubby wings”
—apparently a reasonably static description
—:lppl:arcd and was viewed by thousands of
residents over the arcas of Oakland, San
Francisco, Santa Rosa, Sacramento, Chico,
and other cities of Central California. But
not until the following vear did the phe-
nomena receive nation-wide mmport and
renown.
On March 29, 1897, Omaha reported a
similar object, and I)Qm'er on the jorth.
Kansas City reported a “myvsterious light”
on April 1. “lt was directed toward the

v Google

carth, traveling east at a rate of sixty miles
an hour,” reported the New York Sun.

By April ¢, newspaper accounts had been
dispatched from Illinots, Indiana, Missouri,
lowa and Wisconsin.

During the night of April g-10, at Chi-
cago untl 2 am. “thousands of amazed
spectators,” said the New York Herald on
the 14th, “declared thar the lights seen in
the northwest were those of an airship, or
some floating objecr . . . Some declare they
saw two cigar-shaped objects and great
wings.” And this was five years before the
Wright Brothers made their historic flight
in a heavier-than-air crafr. The Herald, of
April 12, reported the “cigar-shaped” object
and framework had been photographed by a
Chicagoan.

On the afternoon of the r1oth, an object
of cigar 5|‘lape and “with wings, and a
canopy on top” had reportedly landed on a
farm at Carlensville, 1. When approached,
however, it is suppust.d to have taken off
and disappeared.

A “dark object” is reported, by the New

Flylng Saucers
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York Sun, to have passed over the face of
the moon on April 16 at Benton, Texas.

A bright object with flashing red, white
and green lights was sighred at Sisterville,
W. Va,, at about g p.m. on April 19. “An
cxamination with strong glasses,” related
the New York Swn, “left an impression of
a huge cone-shaped arrangement 180 feet
long. with large fins on either side.”

Some months later, in ecarly August of
1897, J. B. Robson and Mrs. William Sulli-
van in a “calm and cloudless” sky “noticed
a round, grayish-looking object in the sky,
to the right of the sun” in British Columbia.
“As she watched,” reported The National
Geographic Magazine, “it grew larger and
was descending.” For lack of a berter ex-
planation, the mystery object was assumed
to be a free—and unaccounted-for—balloon.

A remarkable phenomenon was seen from
the Eastern half of Canada and the United
States, at sea, and from scveral islands in
the Atlantic in 1913.

On February 9, a glowing object was ob-
served as traveling from Central Canada
toward Bermuda, although “observers,” ac-
cording to a Professor Chant in the Journal
of the Royal Astronomical Society of Cana-
da, of Nov.-Dec. 1913, “differ as to whether
the body was single, or was composed of
three or four parts, with a tail to cach part.”

But that glowing body was not of a
singular variety. “It disappecared in the dis-
tance, and another group emerged from its
place of origin. Onward they moved, at
the same dcliberate pace, in twos or threcs
or fours.”

In all, about fifty of the aerial bodics were
observed, and in a total of threc or four
groups. The only possible explanation, in
this case, would be to assume the phenome-
na’s origin as being meteoric. This, how-
ever, seems illogical if not ridiculous.

Streams and swarms of meteors are not un-
common, there being several “streams” per
year; swarms are a spectacular rarity that
occur only several times per century. But
rarely if ever are there groups of meteors,
and certainly not with such apparent
regularity.

As most of us know, the glow of a meteor
—or “shooting star"—results from the fan-
tastic atmospheric pressure built up in front
of the unusually minute metcorid. The
meteor’s incandescence is generally observa-
ble for only a fraction of a second, to

Trend Book 145
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perhaps three scconds for the so-called
“firchalls.” Tt is stretching the imagination
to bcelicve that these objects traveled for
well over one thousand miles before being
disintegrated by atmospheric friction, or else
being slowed down to the extent of initiat-
ing a collision between the meteorids and
the surface of the earth. In actuality, there
is no indication that either occurred, as no
reports, to the author’s knowledge, are on
rccord which would tend to indicate a
disintegration or collision.

Charles Fort, the master of writers con-
cerning the unexplainable and inexplicable,
quoted one observer as relating, “the pe-
culiar thing about” the aerial objects “was
their moving in fours and threes and twos,
abreast to one another; and so perfect was
the lining up thar you would have thought
it was an acrial fleet maneuvering after rigid
drilling.” .

Perhaps one of the most enigmatic among
phecnomena recorded in the past several cen-
turics are so-called “skyquakes.” They arc
ofttimes  associated  with unusual aerial
displays.

Florence, Italy, for example. cxperienced
an carth shock preceded by a “luminous
cloud, moving at high velocity, disappear-
ing behind the horizon,” on December g,
1731. And on May 22 of the following year,
“several weeks before the shock, globes of
light had been seen in the air.”

With the 1816 carthquake in Great Brit-
ain, according to Sir David Milne in the
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, “a
large luminous body, bent like a crescent”
was scen.

Thesc phenomena go on virtually without
cessation.

Luminous objects were sighted over Pig-
nerol, Picdmont, Italy, on April 2, 1808, and
were followed by “explosive”-like sounds.
The lllinois “carthquake™ of October 8, 1857,
was preceded by “a luminous appearance,
described by some as a meteor and by others
as vivid flashes of lightning.” This strange
phenomenon is related by Ponton in his
book, Earthquakes.

Perhaps a good representative case oc-
curred during the Worcester, England,
carthquake—possibly the severest of that
century for the British Isles—on December
17, 1896. (This was also the year, it may
be recalled, when the “flap” of the late 19th
Century began Stare-side.)
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T'his spiral galaxy in Ursa Major is designated Messier 81. The billions of stars, or suns, within
such a galaxy are comjectured by scientists to have thousands, if not mullions, of sarellitic
planets which like our own Earth are capable of supporting some formm of life like ours.

According to the British scientific journal,
Nature, *a grear blaze” was observed at the
time of the quake (5:30 am.). and was
termed “a strange coincidence” by Dr.
Charles Davison.

In his volume, The Hertford Earthguake
of 1896, Dr. Davison recounts that lumi-
nous object “rraversed a large part of the
disturbed area™ of the earthquake. The phe-
nomenon was so bright, he related, that a
person could have picked up a pin from
the ground.

But such anomalies cannot be relegated to
just antiquity; nor arc the “earthquake”
variety any more incxplicab]c than the now-
designated “skyquakes.”

One such more recent account occurred
over Dieppe, France, January 7, 1954, and
was reported by the Reuters news service.
Termed a “mysterious explosion,” the phe-
nomenon broke windows, blasted doors
open, and roused residents carl:,‘ that morn-
ing. Several minutes preceding that ex-
plosion, a flash was observed skvward up
to a distance of fifty miles.

“A railwayman at Orchies, near the Bel-
gian border,” related the news dispatch,
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“said he saw a fiery disc in the sky moving
at great speed at the time of the Dicppe
explosion.”

Our current and common nuisance—the
sonic “booms”™ or “blasts”—cannot help but
be thought of in a parallel light. If UFO’s
cxist, and as physical objects exhibiting great
speed, sonic phenomena may  occasionally
account for such occurrences—but not neces-
sarily. Utilizing an advanced field theory of
propulsion, it is quite conceivable that such
could be (and ultimately will be by our
own technological advances) eliminated.

Arthur C. Clarke, noted British authority
on rocketry and space travel, questioned the
existence of the non-terrestrial saucer in an
article appearing in the Jowrnal of the Brit-
ish Interplanetary Society (May, 1953), by
opining that, from armospheric pressure
building up ahcad of the object, “some of
the U.A.O's (Unidentified Acrial Objects)
reported would have caused nothing less
than concussions that would have blasted
hundreds of square miles.”

“Or if they are solid,” he added, “they
must be above the atmosphere.”

Perhaps the countless “sonic-blast” reports
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ending with “source unknown” or “no ex-
planation available” should be re-cxamined
in the light of the UFO.

But we have digressed from the history of
the aerial enigma. A somewhart different but
extremely intriguing incident took place in
a vast wilderness area in Central Siberia on
June 30, 1908,

Sometime on that carly morning an object
—possibly a meteorid, but the like of which
cannot be accounted for in scientific his-
torical records—struck the earth.

The force of this impact is almost im-
possible to estimate. Seisimographs around
the world registered the vibration of this
collision.

The thunderous impact was noted over
600 miles distant. Nearly 400 miles away
humans and animals alike were thrown to
the ground; rivers overflowed their banks,
farm workers were knocked unconscious
and suffered from shock. Thermal radia-
tion was felt for a radius of fifty miles. The
apparent molten metal-or, whatever com-
posed the object—rose*in a column to some
6o,000 feet.

Best estimates of the object’s approximate
weight varied from 50,000 tons to ten times
that figure.

Unfortunately for the West, the arca of
unpact is far behind the Iron Curtain. And
the point of collision in itself is so inacces-
sible as to make any intensive scicntific in-
vestigation virtually impossible. The only
known expedition into the region—that of
Professor Kulik's in r927—found thousands
of burnt tree trunks. Farther away from
impact, the trees of the forest domain were
fanncd-out for many miles around. Frag-
ments were not found—a frustrating bit of
news to the metcoritical as well as UFO
rescarcher. One possibiliey for this suggests
that the tremendous impact may have vapor-
ized the body to stcam and dust.

But what makes this phenomenon distinct
from a meteor or fire-ball, in the usual
sensc of the dcfinitions, are its unique
characteristics.

According to the Soviet Professor Lia-
punov, as related in an article by M. X,
Velathcourt in  the French periodical,
Semaine du Monde, of June 3, 1953, the
meteorid (for lack of a better designation)
was “cylindrical” or “shuttle” in shape, of
gigantic proportions, and traveled with rel-
ative slowness for that type of object.

For scveral nights following the explosion,
the Russian scientist said, “clouds” at an
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altitude of 250,000 feet “lit up from the in-
side” and were so intense that it was pos-
sible to read or photograph by the light
they emitted.

Professor Liapunov suggests we “abandon
the concept of a meteorite” and term the
object “a cosmic ship” of extra-terrestrial
origin.

Apparently the professor’s hypothesis has
achieved some support, for another Russian
scientist, by the name of Kasanzew, has in-
dicated his belief that “inhabitants of an-
other” world “came into the atmosphere of
the Farth” in 1908. This latter account was
published in a2 West German magazine, be-
lieved to be Der Stern, sometime in late
1952 or early 1953.

It must be emphasized, however that the
above entails only two opinions. The sci-
entists named have no great renown and
their exact titles and positions remain ob-
scure. But it still should be remembered
that the phenomenal occurrence did happen
inside Soviet territory, and presumably their
research and knowledge on the impact and
resultant data are probably superior to that
of any other country or scientific body.

As possibly throughout history, reports
of UFO’s were not a rarity to the early
20th Century, nor could they have been
considered commonplace.

Artist and cxplorer Nicholas Roerich,
while traveling in Mongolia, was one of
such few to observe the virtually ever-
prevalent circular-airfoil—the flying saucer.

At 9:30 a.m., on August §, 1920, several
of his expedition were watching a “remark-
able bird,” when suddenly one of the group
spotted “something far above the bird.”

“We all saw,” wrote Roerich in Alta
Himalaya in 1921, “. . . something big and
shining, reflecting the sun like a huge oval
moving at great speed. Crossing our camp,
this thing changed direction from south to
south-west.”

Through binoculars, he continued, they
“saw quite distinctly an oval form with
shining surface, one side of which was
brilliant in the sun.”

Thirteen years later, in 1933, F. 8. Smythe
hcaded the 1933 Mount Everest expedition.

Writing in his book, Camp Six, he re-
lates, “Chancing to glance upwards my at-
tention was caught by a tiny silvery object
in the sky apparently very high, moving
from West to Last.”

And thus we have the background and
history—to the present—of the UFO. .
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World Opinion
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COURTESY AUGUST C. ROBERTS

T IS difficult to say when world opinion

on the UFO began. And perhaps it
should not mercly be limited to the cur-
rent enigma bur also include the belief
extra-terrestrial intelligences.

That discussion of other-worldly life was
of deep interest in the late seventeenth and
carly eighteenth centuries was indicated by
the two noted classics of the era, Emntre-
tiens str la Pluralite des Mondes (Discus-
sions on the Plurality of Worlds”) by M.
Bernard de Fontenelle (1686) and The
Celestial Worlds Discover’d 1722 by the
renowned Dutch mathemarician and astron-
omer, Christianus Huygens. A later British
ediion of Fontenelle’s work, Conversarions
With a Lady on the Plurality of Worlds,
went through several printings in London in
the late 1710's.

Physicist Huygens felt “it is plain that
under the general Name of Stars or Earth
at the Creation, are comprehended all the
Heavenly Bodics, even the Artendants upon
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Jupiter and Saturn, why must all Multi-
tude of Beings which the Almighty Created
has been pleased to place upon them, be
excluded the Privilege, and not Suffered
to have a Share in the Expression:”

The great scientist philosophizes that
there is probably not only life on other
planets but that this life may even resemble
that to which we are familiar. “Who doubts
but that God, if he had pleased,” wrote
Huygens, “might have made the Animals
in Amierica and other distant Countries
nothing like ours? yet we see he has not
done 1t."

Philosopher Voltaire, in 1752, wrote one
of the ecarliest fictional books on the pos-
sibility of outer space journeying and theory.
This fantasy, called Micromegas, described
the interplanetary travels of two space men.

Considerable interest was evidenced in
the possibility of intelligent life on the
planet Mars around the turn of the century.
This stems largely from the canal phenom-
enon reported by Schiaparelli and the Mar-
tian satellites discovered by Asaph Hall-
both in 1877,

Some years later, the famed Lowell Ob-
servatory was cstablished—primarily for the
study of our planetary neighbors—at Flag-
staff, Arizona. And Percival Lowell, found-
er of the Observatory, had his four classic
contributions ro rthe astronomical bookshelf
published abour thar rtime. They were
Mars, Mars and Its Canals, Mars as the
Abode of Life, and The Evelution of
IWorlds.

Lowell's pronouncements did much to
encourage liberal thought regarding extra-
terrestrial - existence. It is unlikely that
there was a tume in history more open-
minded to outer-spatial life than the afore-
mentioned period.

The Air Force has probably played the
predominant role in forming World Opin-
ion on the UFO. Many feel their reports
have been misleading and contradictory;
having periodically accepted and discounted
objective existence of the phenomenon. But
more unfortunately, they have afforded
little or no cooperation and data to the
private researcher nor to the non-profit
organization.

For example, the author directed two
letters to the Air Force Press Desk, Office
of Public Information. Department of De-
fense, Washington :5, D. C, n:quc{,l;ing
some recent and non-restricred informarion.

15
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(The letters were airmailed on July 27 and
August 30, 1956.) Yet neither has been
so much as acknowledged at this writing
(October 15, 1956).

It must be pointed out, however, that
this is not standard procedure. Up to 1956
the Air Force has virtually always replied
to such missives. The questions this rime
were relatively simple: What is the present
status of Project Blue Book? Who comprise
the Project? And approximately how many
UFO reports have been received by Blue
Book (as of that date) so far in 1956

Such is official “cooperation.” And such
may be why we are so little nearer to the
answer.

Dropping the rccuuntmg of the early Air
Force UFO investigative bodies, Fr{)iect
Sign and Project Grudge, we find the most
intensive flving saucer investigation effort
to date: Pmnp:ct Blue Book. To convey an
accurate picture of the general aﬁicm! Air
Force policy relevant to UFO, the follow-
ing is condensed from their summary of a
report issued in late 1952:

“The majority of Mghtmgs could be
accounted for as misrepresentations of
conventional objects, such as balloons
and aircraft, Others could be explained
as merteorological phehomena or light
reflections from crystallized particles in
the upper atmosphere. Some were de-
termined to be hoaxes. However, there
still remained a few unexplained sight-
ings.

“The Air Force has stated in the past,
and reaffirms at the present time, the
unexplained aerial phenomena are not
a secret weapon, missile, or aircraft de-
veloped by the United States. None of
the three military departments nor any
other agency in the Government is con-
ducting experiments, classified or other-
wise, with flying objects which could
be a basis for the reported phenomena.
“By the same token, no authentic physi-
cal evidence has been received establish-
ing the existence of space ships from
other planets.”

As conservative as the 1952 report was,
it decidedly shows a more liberal viewpoint
and approach than the latest statement of
October 25, 1955. In prefacing a news re-
lease, the Office of Public Information
quotes Air Secretary Donald A. Quarles:

“On the basis of this study we believe
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Percival Lowell, founder of Lowell Observa-
tory in Arizona is renowned as foremost ob-
server of the enigmatic details swrrounding
the planet Mars. YERKES OBSERVATORY PHOTO

that no objects such as those popularly
described as flying saucers have over-
flown the United States. | feel certain
that even the unknown three percent
could have been explained as conven-
tional phenomena or illusions if more
r._-umpictc observanional dara had been
available.”

(Author’s Note—The “unknown three
percent” is a rather curious figure, at least
as viewed by the UFO researcher. Edward
J. Ruppelt, the former chief of Project Blue
Book and probably the top authority on
these phenomena in the United States to-
day, has repeatedly stated that nearly 27
percent of the reports in the files of Blue
Book defy all possible known explanations,)

The mear of the actual report 15 con-
tained in its cum-lmling I);lf;!gl"‘.lphﬁ:
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“All available data were included in
this study [of UFO's}] which was pre-
pared by a panel of scientists both in
and out of the Air Force. On the basis
of this studv it is belicved that all the
unidentified acrial objects could have
been cxplained if more complete ob-
servational data had been available. In-
sofar as the rcported aerial objects
which still remain unexplained are con-
cerned, there cxists little information
other than the impressions and inter-
pretations of their observers. As these
impressions and interpretations have
been replaced by the use of improved
methods of investigation and reporting,
and by scicntific analysis, the number
of unexplained cases has decreased rap-
idly towards the vanishing point,
“Therefore, on the basis of this evalu-
ation of the information, it is consid-
cred to be highly improbable that re-
ports of unidentified acrial objects ex-
amined in this study represent observa-
tions of technological developments
outside of the range of present-day
scientific knowledge. It is cmphasized
that there has been a complete lack of
any valid cvidence of physical matter
in any case of a reported unidentified
aerial object.”

The so-called “study” mentioned in the
preceding paragraphs refers to a purported
316-page summary of their current evalua-
tion, (It is current to the extent that the
last sighting rcport contained thercin was
madc in 1953. Some authoritative comments
on this “study” can be found in chaprers
VIII and 1X.) It may be significant to note
that the enlarged report was not published
by the Air Force, although a “limited num-
ber” of copies can be rcad at the Pentagon.
Nor will they grant permission for an out-
side sourcc to reproduce them.

Understandably it takes many years for
such an unconventional and controversial
subject as “flying saucers” to build up to
the proportion where it will deserve—and
receive—general public and world attention.
For this reason it was not untl approxi-
mately 1952 when the phenomenon did re-
ceive a world-wide audience—and it has
been growing relevant to its import ever
since.

All was relatively quiet in the sultry
month of July, 1952. Then—
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Twice, in the period of one weck, Un-
identified Flving Objects “buzzed” the na-
tion’s capital-Washington, D. C. (July z0
morning and night of July 26-27, 1952).

Visual and radar contacts were made.

The *objects” hovered over the White
House and Capitol Building. Jet intercep-
tors were hurried aloft.

Threec UFO’s outmancuvcred the jets at
cvery turn.

As our fastest interceptors were sent in-
to a “critical area,” the objects would
vanish. When the planes were gone, the
objects reappeared!

Careful, reliable radar operators—whose
reputations must be of the highest to man
the Air Control towers of the Capital and
surrounding area—calculated the UFO’s to
have a velocity of two miles per second—
7200 miles per hour!

Several days after this “crisis"—following
a deluge of demands from citizens, organ-
izations and the press for “the answer”—
the Air Force held a press conference at
the Pentagon.

Major General John A. Samford, Chicf
of US. Air Force Intelligence, with several
aides discussed the varied aspects of the
LUFO reports, including the Washington
sightings. Maj. Gen. Samford generally dis-
credited the “saucers-are-rcal” theory, lay-
ing to blame the temperature inversion re-
fraction phenomenon. (This is extremely
rare. When it does occur, the “unknowns”
—either visual or radar—are gencrally nebu-
lous and poorly-defined. And, because of
the phenomenon’s ambiguity, these “mi-
rages” are virtually never—if ever—sighted
simultancously as in the aforesaid case.—
Author.)

The so-called light-reflection or mirage
hypotheseis for the UFO has been ex-
pounded primarily by Dr. Donald H. Men-
zel, astrophysicist and Director of the Har-
vard College Observatory. In 1952 he
authored the cxpostulation, Flying Saucers.

Temperature inversions strong enough to
give a radar return—or “ccho”—would have
to have been eight to ten degrees in Fahr-
cnheit.

Major Donald E. Keyhoe, USMC, ret.,
author of the best-seller Flying Saucers
from Quter Space, checked official Weath-
cr Burcau figures. The records show a one-
degree inversion for the first nighr; two
degrees on the second.
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Major Keyhoe was allowed to question
Major Lewis S. Norman, Jr.—an authority
on atmospheric inversions—as an official Air
Force spokesman. Norman said that tem-
perature inversions could not possibly have
accounted for the Washington sightings.

Albert M. Chop, former Chief of Press
Section for the Air Materiel Command,
Wright-Patterson  Air  Force Base, Ohio,
later told Columnist Matt Weinstock of
the now-defunct Los Angcles Daily News:

“How can you write off as a mirage an
object that appears on a radar screcen,
then is being chased by a jet interceptor
equipped with radar, then mancuvers at
speeds up to 5,000 miles per hour, mak-
ing sharp angle turns that are impos-
sible in any craft that engincers con-
ceive?”

And carly in 1953, Major General Sam-
ford was quoted by a national magazine as
saying of the Menzel inversion-hypothesis:

“The theory is appealing, but has not
vet been proved. Therefore the Air
Force cannot yet accept it as a satis-
factory explanation. Furthermore, it
would not account for all reports, by
any means.”

Subsequent statements by Project Bluc
Book have virtually climinated this expla-
nation as a satisfactory solution to the saucer
enigma. To clinch the matter, Caprain Wal-
ter Karig, Special Deputy to Chief of In-
formation, U.S. Navy, said in 1954:

“Reflected lights, mirror images and the
like, do not send back a radar return.”

Gradually it appeared that all solutions
to the UFO puzzle had dwindled to prac-
tdcally nothing. On Armed Forces Day,
May 16, 1954, General Nathan Twining,
Air Force Chief of Staff, told a press con-
ference at Amarillo, Texas:

“Ninety percent of the reports we reccive
are baseless, but about the other 10 percent
.« . we don't know.

“Flying saucer reports are mostly re-
ceived from people in the United States,”
the general continued. “They run in cycles
and are tricks of the mind. But some very
reliable pcople have made reports—they
aren't all screwballs by any means.”

Such a statement is considcrably more
extensive than those issued during both the
earlier and latter parts of the Air Force’s
investigation. It used to be intimated that
such things as flying saucers “just ain't so.”

Interestingly enough, it now appears that
the more open-minded and far-sighted
foreign countries will take the lead over
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the United States in the UFO invesnga-
tions.

Britain's Air Chief Marshal Lord Dowd-
ing, who commanded the Home Fighter
Planc Forces during World War 1. told
an audience just 10 davs following General
Twining's press conference:

"I believe there are people on other plan-
cts who are operating—through fiving sau-
cers—to help our world in its present crisis.”

He argued, apparently in reburttal to those
who say they won't believe in the phenom-
cnon until they see one, that although he
had never seen the contment of Australia,
he still believes it exists,

And speaking in Bogora, Columbia, carly
in 1955 American Wilham P. Lear, Chair-
man of the Board of lear, Inc., and a re-
cipient of the Collier's Annual  Aviation
Award, rold the press that he not only be-
lieved in the existence of the interplanctary
saucers but felt they originate from planets
outside the range of observation from the
carth. (Sce also Chaprer 1V.) He added that
he believes the UFQO's are piloted by beings
of “superior intelligence.”

One of the most intensive projects to
resolve the anomaly of unidentified acrial
phenomena was begun in 1953 by Ohio
Northern Universitv. Known as “Project
A,” it united all arcas of study at the Uni-
versity  (psychology, physics, astronomy,
cte.) in a combined analvtical staff.

Unfortunately, for lack of cooperation
and insufficient data, the Project disbanded.
But it did add sume rather interesting com-
ments in its notice of disbandment.

“The information reccived by Project
A, the statement said, “indicated that a
sizable fraction of the total sightngs
throughout the country were s:ghtmgs made
of material objects. These material objects
were not standard aircraft. Having con-
cluded that a proportion of the sightings
were of material objects, posscssing ability
to maneuver at extremely high speeds and
(under varying) climatic conditions. An in-
vestigation was begun of the relationship of
sighting dates to magnetic storms.”

Here, unfortunately, the study was
dropped because lack of information made
it “impossible for the Project to continuc
with its study of the relationship of mag-
netic storms to sightings of phenomena
known as flying saucers. We had hoped
such a study might be indicative of the
possibility of the use of electro-magnetic
energy as a means of propulsion.”

Noted science and aviation writer, Mar-
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Major Donald E. Keyhoe, USMC retired,
wrote three books on UFO enigma. “The
Flying Saucers Are Real” “Flying Saucers
From Quter Space,” “The Flying Sauncer

Conspiracy.” He's considered outstanding
civilian authority on the subject of UFQO's.

tin Caidin, declared his belief in Mr. Amer-
ica Magazine 1953 that “spaceships” offer
the “least implausible of all possible expla-
nations” as a solution to the UFO mystery.
He added that “there is no other possible
answer to the incidents that have occurred”
than to accept as extra-terrestrial the objects’
origin.

Another savant declared his views on the
controversial topic in mid-1952. (“Saucers,”
Dec. 1953). In early July the Reverend
Louis A. Gardner of Los Angeles directed
a questionnaire to the late Dr. Albert Ein-
stein. His reply, dated July 23, 1952, was
brief and to the point. He wrote:

Dear Sir:
These people bave seem something.
What they saw I do not know and |
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tized by GO'\, 81(“?

ait wot curiows to Rinow.
Sincerely yours,
Albert Einstein

(The word something, incidentally, was
underlined by Dr. Einstein—Auw.)

Canada got into the act November 11th,
1953, when it established the “world’s first
official flying saucer sighting station” at
Shirley’s Bay, 10 miles northwest of Ottawa.

Harold Greer, courtesy of the Toronto
Daily Star, gave probably the best account
of the project.

“The world’s first scientific flying sau-
cer sighting station is being constructed
by Canadian electronic engineers at
Shirley's Bay.

“The work of ‘Project Magnet'—code
name for the secret development of a
flying disc powered by electro-mag-
netic pmpulsion —the station is being
equipped with every conceivable type
of rccurdmg device in the hope of ob-
taining the scientific measurement neces-
sary to prove or disprove the existence
of flying saucers.

“When completed, the station will be
manned 24 hours a day. It will contain
the various types of radar, an ionosphere
rQC‘.}l’dCf., H 11|agm:tumetcr o measure
clectrical charge, a recording gravom-
cter to measure gravity and a radio set
running full volume at 530 kilocycles
to pick up any radio noise.”

Greer continued:

*“‘Project Magnet' researchers haye
found that flying saucer reports have
come in flurries about two years and
two months apart. It may or may not
be significant that they have occurred
when the planer Mars has been in oppo-
sition to the carth and that reports are
more frequent when Mars reaches its
closest point to the earth . . .

“Since the board began systematic in-
vestigation of flying saucer sightings
early in 1952, heavy secrecy has sur-
rounded the work. It is known, how-
ever, that a considerable number of
reports have been received on the special
forms printed in order to obtain as
much precise observation as possible
from the person or instrument making
the sighting. While not called classified
material, these forms are held to be
‘for official use only." The board has
never published any analysis of them
or made any report of the im'cstig;l-
ton .. .

“The department has meteorological
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officers and radio operators from coast
to coast and sca captains bevond that,
all under standing instruction to report
strange phenomena; it supplies by far the
bulk of the sighting reports.”

Wilbert B. Smith is engincer in charge
of Project Magnet of the telecommunica-
tions division of the Canadian Department
of Transport. He voiced the opinion to the
Canadian Press news service that “There
is a high degree of probability that they
fthe flying saucers] do exist and are inter-
planctary.”

Smith claims that there is a go to g5 per-
cent probability that flying saucers do exist;
a 6o percent probability that they are “alien
vehicles;” a2 10 percent probability they
originate here on Earth and a 30 percent
probability that they are inconceivable to
man—such as some form of time travel in-
volving a form of life other than protoplasm.

The article in the Daily Star concludes:

“. . . It is generally agreed that the
average layman would conclude from
the more dramatic sighting reports that
flving saucers do indeed exist.

“One of the Canadian sightings, for ex-
ample, took place over an airport at
night. Several persons saw a disc-like
object moving at low altitude over the
field at about 60 miles an hour. A scarch-
light caught the object in its beam for
a moment at which point it zipped
skyward at an incredible speed. Sight-

« ings of this kind, it is believed, are by

no means rare . ..”

Australia also figures promincntly in the
UFO picture. First, on June 1, 1953, the
Australian Flying Saucer Investigation
Committee, which is composed of 12 mem-
bers, including two industrial chemists, an
electronic engincer, a civil engineer and
five astronomers, announced that “some
so-called flying saucers are real objects,
and are not caused by meteors, hallucina-
tions, or any atmospheric freaks.”

Later, on January 9, 1954, 2 news dispatch
from Melbourne quoted an RAAF officer
as saying that the Royal Australian Air
Force was keeping an open mind on the
source of the objects. Adding:

“l believe, from the information we
have rececived, that the objects could
have an interplanetary source. People
on earth should be able to fly into outer
space within about 40 years. Why
shouldn’t people on other planets have
already reached this stage>”

However, foreign activity in this ficld
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did not really begin until late 1954 when
many Furopcan and South Amcrican coun-
tries were deluged with reports. In France,
for example, things got so hectic that the
French National Assembly was asked to
study the defenses against a flying saucer
invasion. The Mavor of Chateau Neuf-du-
Pape issued a decree forbidding flying sau-
cers to land in his rerritory,

At Belgrade, the Director of the Ljubljana
Mecteorological Institute reported sighting a
“very bright flying object moving at high
speced from southeast to northwest,” which
could not have been a plane, balloon or any
recognizable object.

Tito’s government announced it was go-
ing to make a “serious investigation of the
subject as these things acted like nothing
known to aviators or meteorologists.”

Over on the South American continent,
flving saucers sighted in Brazil were de-
scribed as “round, luminous, and silvery
flying objects obviously nor on an involun-
tary course.” The Brazilian Air Base Com-
mand announced that the UFO's were ob-
served “at great height and speed,” and
were witnessed by “enlisted men, othcers
and civilians.” A Brazilian Government-
authorized statement said:

“The sighting of flying saucers in the
skics of Porto Alegre has been officially
confirmed.”

On December 15, 1954, the Honduras Air
Force reported that a large luminous object
flew over the city of Tegucigalpa that morn-
ing at an alttude of about 25,000 feet. The
Air Force promptly broadcast the report
over the radio. Many persons rushed to the
strects to view the phenomenon.

Onc eye-witness described it as a “glow-
ing body of considerable size which seemed
to change shape slightly as it moved through
space, giving the impression it was made of
or surrounded by a gaseous substance.”

Germany has had its share of UFO sight-
ings, too. An example of this is contained
in a letter dated May 1, 1955, from an Army
Private (then at Grafenwohr, Germany)
to the author:

“Tonight I saw a flying saucer. T ob-
served this UFO for about 10 minures.
At first I saw a bright light almost duc
north at about 500 ft. elevation. If you
would hold your hand at arm’s length,
three ﬁngcrs' span would just cover it.
“The only form that 1 could observe
was spherical. It made no noise that I
could hear and had no taill or exhaust
that was visible to me.

Flying Saucers
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“The UFO made about four horizon-
tal passes at a slow (100 m.p.h.) speed.
It hovered occasionally. Finally it slowly
started up in a north-east direction. It
picked up speed and soon was traveling
up and away from me at a great speed.
Soon it looked like a star. However, if
you observed closcly vou could sce it
getting smaller and smaller and travel-
ing in a very slight, almost minute,
spiraling motion. If it ever changed
color from its bright white, I did not
observe it.

“lI have two rcliable witnesses besides
myself, and they were not believers in
UFO’s. They are not talking about it.
It seems as though they do not want
to believe what they saw. But they did
see it.

“There is no chance of it being an air-
plane or helicoprer, because we are
only a few miles from the Russian scc-
tor and there can be no flying at night
over this area.

“This all happened abour onc hour
after sunset. The town of Grafenwohr
is not too far from Weiden, a larger
town than Grafenwohr.

“I can say now that | believe there are
Unidentified Flying Objects.”

Such reports are certainly not uncom-
mon.

Back to the United States, we find flying
saucers again in the ncws. Frank Edwards,
former Mutual Broadcasting System  news
commentator for the American Federation
of FLabor, announced one night:

“Top scientists, whose identity I am not
at liberty to reveal, have been investigating
the phenomena of unidentified aerial ob-
jects since 1947; analyzing samples of vari-
ous types; inspecting every bit of evidence,
for whatever could be learned from it. With
their permission 1 can read this one signifi-
cant paragraph from their statement to me,
dated Scptember 8, 1953:

“‘Qur rescarch in this matter leads us
to believe that these unidentified flying
objects arc observation vehicles from
another planet and further that this in-
formation is being kept from the people.
A statistical analysis of the evidence
collected thus far proves without doubre
that we are dealing with extra-terres-
trial  influences from an  unknown
source.” "

Writing in the March 1954 issue of San-
cers, Arthur Louis Joquel II, noted authority
on rocketry and space travel and author
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of The Challenge of Space, opined:

“For hundreds, or even thousands, of
vears, observations and reports have
been made regarding these objects. Ac-
curate, well-trained, impartial witnesses
have described them, using almost the
same terms in all ages and times. There
have been sufficient reports concerning
these objects made by scientists, mili-
tary personnel, and trained civilians, to
have removed any doubts as to their
existence.

“No country on Farth could have built
such vehicles hundreds of years ago.
It would strain the ability of any coun-
try today to develop such flying ob-
jects, and to construct, test, and launch
them, and furthermore keep their place
of origin a secret. It scems much more
logical, under the circumstances, that
flying disks have their place of origin
somewhere in space, and visit the carth
for some rcason or purpose.”

As late as July 19, 1956, Civil Aeronautics
Administration flight instructor Irwin Ross
Vermillion confirmed a report that the Air
Force has issued instructions to “shoot
down” UFO's. (Santa Ana, Calif. Independ-
ent, July 20, 1956).

“It is imperativc." Vermillion was quoted
as saying, “that the Air Force get a tangible
fragment of a flying saucer, from which to
dctect its possible origin and construction.”

He added that he thought the interplan-
ctary objects “are radar ships, designed to
obscrve our planet and forms of life.” And,
“I don’t bclle\e thcy mean any impending
invasion.”

Will Air Force pilots be able to shoot
down a UFO?

Vermillion, a former USAF bomber
pilot, doubts it. “They travel awfully fast,”
he said.

The UFO found itself in good company
by early 1955. The famed Hermann Oberth
is recognized throughout the world as one
of the great pioncers of rocketry, and is
noted for his many impressive contribu-
tions to the German V-1 and V-2 missiles.
He has come out in favor of the UFO.

His opinions—perhaps  representative  of
European countrics insofar as personal con-
jecture and philosophy are concerned—fol-
lows. fr is reproduced from the excellent
British bi-monthly, Flying Saucer Reviesw,
1 Doughty Street, London W'.C. 1, England.

Professor Hermann Oberth:
“For centuries strange luminous  objects
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Stephen Darbishire and cousin Adrian Myers were photographing bird life near Torver, Eng-
land when they spotted and recorded the above on February 15, 1954. So called “ionization™
and “force fields” make all UFO photos indistinct, experts declare. COURTESY RICHARD HUGHES

have been observed in the sky. The earliest
mention is found in the Latin of Pliny who
called them “Shining Shields.” Up to the
second World War about 50 reports were
available. Then the phenomena became
more frequent; the Allies thought they were
a German secrer weapon, and the Germans
thought they were a weapon of the Allies.
From 1947 onwards eye-witness reports
have been increasing by leaps and bounds;
according to Air Marshal Lord Dowding
there were already more than 10,000 re-
ports in 1953.

“The phenomena are usually described as
discs, sometimes as balls or ellipsoids. Oc-
casionally reports say that several of the
discs appear to bunch together, the largest
in the centre, the smallest at the ends, so
that a cigar-shaped body is formed, which
flies away at great speed. It has also been
observed that occasionally a cigar stops
and breaks up into single discs.

“In the sunlight, which appears to be
stronger than the illuminating power of the
discs themselves, the discs seem to have a
metallic gleam. By night they appear dark
orange or cherry-rcd When hovering they
do not glow very much, but as more driv-
ing power is needed the brightness increases
and appears to be yellow, then greenish-
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vellow, then green like a copper flame and,
at highest speeds, a blinding white, Some-
times they seem suddenly to light up or
blot out.

“Reports claim that the speed of UFQ's
can be enormous: up to 4o ft./sec. have
been measured on radar. The reliability of
these reports has been questioned; and I
agree that it would be foolish to form any
conclusions from just one or two reports,
without waiting for further. confirmation.
On the other hand, 1 do not think that
radar sets would be part of the equipment
of US. Fleer Air Arm planes if they were
not reliable.

“So far there has been no proof of land-
ings by Flying Saucers, and all such reports
should be carefully considered. Stories like
thatr of George Adamski have nor yet been
authentically corroborated; and many re-
ports of allc;:ed mectlngn with occupants
of Flying Saucers have since been proved
false.

“We should also be critical of photo-
graphic evidence. It is quite possible to fake
background; to mount a picture of an UFO
on to a landscape background showing a
human figure.

“But, although a photograph could be
faked, it does not necessarily follow that 1t

Flying Saucers
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is faked. When rthe Edison gramophone
was shown for the first time before the
Paris Academy, one member angrily de-
clared that the engineer was a ventriloguist
and a swindler. Cerrainly a ventriloguist
could have produced the voice, bur in fact
it was a machine which made the sounds!

“In 1952 a retired American, Major Don-
ald E. Keyhoe, published the book Flying
Saucers from QOuter Space. Keyhoe is a
journalist and he used a colloquial style,
broken up with dialnguc, to make his book
light and readable. But, unfortunately, in
using this style he failed to make clear the
distinction berween objective observation
and his subjective opinion,

“The U.S. Navy, which he uccasionali}'
mentions, refused to recognize him and
dismissed the official who had confirmed
the authenticity of his material with an
officially stamped letter. However, 1 do not
believe that Keyhoe invented all these re-
ports.”

Note: The majority of UFO sighting
reports found in Major Keyhoe's book have
been paraphrased from official U.S. Air
Force records, and were cleared through
the Air Force Press Desk, Department of
Defense,

“It seems much more likely that he man-
aged to get the addresses of people who
had reported UFQO’, and that he went to
them privately and questioned them. As he
went to them in a friendly, informal way
he probably learned more than a stranger
and an official would have done. The official
was dismissed only because be bad no au-
thority to give Keyhoe these addresses and
such a confirmation, not because his facts
were untrue.

“Various official explanations have been
given for reports of UFQO’s. Here are some
of them: (a) Unsubstantiated rwmor, or
uncorroborated report, as in the case of
George Adamski. (b) Hoaxes, as in the
casc of the French farmer who let loose

Aine Michel authored “The Truth About Flying Saucers,” published by Criterion.
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paper balloons filled with hot air. Later
he said he had only wanted the name of his
home town to get into the papers. (¢) Hal-
lucinations or mistakes, like the gleaming
dots that were seen in the beam of a search-
light. They obviously did not like being
caught in the beam; and when a second
searchlight was directed on to them they
were recognized as the light-coloured
breasts of wild geese.

“Reflections have also been suggested, but
I cannot accept this explanation. 1 cannot
believe that an experienced pilor is unable
to distinguish berween a light on the ground,
reflected in the glass of his cockpit, and
a luminous object flying above him.

“Mirages also seem to me to be an in-
valid explanation. They are very rare in
our latitudes—I doubr if one of you has
ever seen one. And often UFQ’s appear
under conditions in which a mirage is im-
possible on the evidence of the weather
charts. Apart from that, mirages don't look
like flying discs, but like static pictures
such as lakes, palms and castles.

“Other Objects Mistaken for UFO's:
(a) Weather balloons. (b) Aircraft. Oc-
casionally low flying aeroplanes which re-
flected the light have been reported as
UFO's. So also have meteors . .

“And | think that a German wmachine,
the V3, and wvarious wmodifications bave
been responsible for many UFQO reports.
At the end of the war we devcloped first
in Prague, then in Vienna, the V7 helicop-
ter—this could easily have been mistaken
for a Flying Saucer. Instead of having rotor
blades like an ordinary helicopter, the V7
had rotating tubes which released an “ex-
haust” of flame. As the tubes rotated the
helicopter appeared to have a circle of
flame round it, and at a distance it looked
like a shining disc.

“When it hovered the flame was dark-
red and dim. At higher speeds the disc
appeared lighter and the flame looked yel-
lowish, then white. At its highest speed
4000.ft./sec. to 4600 ft./sec. the V7 tipped
over and flew on its side, A significant fea-
ture is that it was extremely noisy in flight,
and produced a thick trail in the strato-
sphere.

“The V7 certainly does not explain UFO
reports before the end of the war. This
behaviour corresponds with many reports
of UFQ's. There have been a number of
sightings of objects which change colour
as they increase speed, and leave condensa-
rion trails.

pigitized by (SO 81(3

Noted amateur rocket authority Arthur
Louis Joquel 1l wrote THE CHALLENGE
OF SPACE and believes “flying saucers to
be intelligently directed [outer) space ships.”

“Russia has now obtained the plans and
a model of the V9, and has built some
models of her own which could account
for some UFO reports. France is also build-
ing a similar machine. America denies fly-
ing a V7-type machine, but a number of
American reports of UFO’s correspond
with descriptions of V7s.

“Air Technical Intelligence Commuission,
the American official department for UFO
reports, had collected 3200 reports up to
1952 (after this time their work became
secret). Of this number just over 5o per-
cent could be explained by the things I have
mentioned—wild geese, hoaxes, weather bal-
loons, the V7, etc. A further 40 percent,
though not identified, were so similar to
the first group thar they, roo, were prob-
ably hallucinations or terrestrial objects.

‘Bur just over ¢ percent remained un-
answered by any of the above ;‘\})l.m.]rinm,

“The Swedish physicist Prof. Benedicks
suggested that this small percentage was due
to ball lightning, but his theory postulates
characteristics of ball lighming most of
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which are quite contrary to observations
of its normal behaviour, duration and size.
Naturally anyone in attempting to explain
such phenomena is entitled to make such
assumptions as he feecls necessary. But in
that case it is really up to him to prove
that his assumptions are justified. In the
absence of such proof I do not personally
accept these assumptions.

“My own cxplanation of the unsolved
percentage of UIO's is that they are
machines built in some place other than
Russia and countries on the Farth. (This
is my personal opinion; it is not made in
any official capacity.) Just as mankind is
preparing for space travel. there may well
be beings on other planets who have al-
ready discovered a means of doing so.

“I do not, in fact, think that Russia is
building any UFO's at all; on the contrary,
I believe fiwv originated exclusively from
outside the Earth, for these reasons:

“(a) Obscrvations suggest that Flying
Saucers are able to suppress the force of
gravity, and I do not think that anyone on
Farth has vet found the means to do so.

“(b) If they were a Russian secret weap-
on, it is hardly likely that the risk would
be taken of allowing one to be shot down
and eaptured by the Americans. The pos-
session of such machines would make it
possible for the Russians to build gigantic
telescopes in the universe which would
magnify a millionfold. Placed at a height
of 26,400 miles above the centre of the
Farth, they would take exactly one day
to circle the Farth once. They could bring
the Farth's surface as near as some 40 miles
and entircly replace reconnaissance flights
over large U. S. towns and arms centers.

*(c) Not one single crash or crash-land-
ing of UFO's has so far been officially re-
ported. This would be the first time in
history a new machine had such a record.
At Pcenemunde in 1942 only onc rocket
out of four flew as desired, and even in
1944 only 8o percent of all Vzs reached
their objective. Twenty percent did not
ignite, or exploded on the way, or did not
follow the desired route.

“The safe working of the UFO's—in con-
junction with the long history of reports—
scem to suggest a very old invention which
has long since disposed of its tecthing
troubles.

"Having wcighed all the pros and cons,
I find the C\phn:mon of flving discs from
outer space the most likelv one. 1 call this
the “Uraniden” hypothesis, because from

Trend Book 145 Co 816

our viewpoint the hypothetical beings ap-
pear to come from the sky (Greek—
“Uranos™).

“There scems to me to be so far only two
worthwhile objections to this theory.

“(a) It is true that within our solar sys-
tem perhaps only Mars, apart from Earth,
supports life as we know it. But it has been
said that if Mars had highly intelligent in-
habitants, there would not be desert over
two-thirds of its surface. This need not
necessarily be true. Perhaps these deserts
could be more valuable than pasture land.
A hundred ycars ago, when a farmer came
to town for the first time, he said he would
like to know what the townspeople lived
on, as he had not scen a heap of manure in
front of a single housc!

““On the other hand, our solar system is

not the only one in the universe. The Milky
Way alone has 50,000 suns like ours, and
40 percent of these, according to latest
astrophysical information, are surrounded
by planets, as our sun is. And there are
500,000,000 Milky Way systems! -

“The problem here is the length of time
it would rtake the Uraniden to travel from
one Miky Way system to another. Bur
modern physics claim that Time is a rela-
tive conception, so that it could be possible
for a space-ship to dash for centuries
through space without its passengers be-
coming noticeably older!

“(b) The sccond objection which has
been madec is that the passengers of Flying
Saucers do not appear to emerge and say
“Good-day” to us. My answer to that is
that they probably don’t think it is worth
bothering to do so!

“These then are my conclusions on Fly-
ing Saucers. But you must remember that 2
scientist works in a special way. First he
collects observations. Then he sets up a
hypothesis. He says if we assume this and
this is so and so, then this would explain
the phenomena under discussion. Whether
a hypothesis is really true can naturally be
determined only by further rescarch. Other
scientists may certainly set up other hy-
potheses as explanations of the phenomena,
which they feel more probable.

“These conclusions of minc are based on
present reported obscrvations. Butr tomor-
row my opinion may be changed by some
new report. | can only say: based on whar
I know today, I belicve the Uraniden hy-
pothesis to be the most probable answer to
the unexplained percentage of UFO re-
ports.” [
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Second Annual Spacecraft

Convention, near Palm Springs, California
PHOTOS BY ROBERT C. BECK

(Above) By plane and auto, flying saucer en-
thusiasts arrived at Giant Rock Airport on
Southern California desert from everywbhere.

(Right) Giant rock on desert floor was focal

point for Spacecraft Conventioneers wwho

gathered to bear latest on Flying Saucers.
Origina
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Orfeo Angelucei is anthor of “The Secrer Of George W. Van Tassel, owner of Giant
The Saucers,” also atrended space convention. Rock, authored *1 Rode A Flying Saucer.”

Truman Bethurum antographs  his  book Frank Scully was early flying saucer writer,

LL]

“Aboard A Flying Saucer” ar Giant Rock, produced book “Behind The Flying Saucers.
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chapter 3 .

ROM THE INCEPTION of the UFO
enigma in recent years, SCientists, re-
scarchers and laymen alike have pondered
a prize qucstmn IWhat powers the saucers?
Possibly it has been our never-ending
(quest for better and Lheaper travel and
transportation; possibly it represents our
scarch for a link berween the finite and in-
finite. Or maybe it is merely our thirst-
driven curiosity—the kind of curiosity which
has developed the automobile and the air-
plane, which has discovered clectricity and
nuclear energy.

But whatever the cause, the effect is there;
we scarch for the answer as to what propels
the UFO in so infinitely superior a manner
than anything yet developed—or at least
known—on earth.

Interest in space flight, as most of us
know, is not new. It probably began when
the first philosopher theorized that there
was a space and that the earth wasn't “all.”

With space travel the ultimate goal, the
field of rocketry—in a state of advancement
over the pyrotechnic variety ard the crude
type developed by the Orientals over five
hundred years 3gn—appan:ntl}' got under
way when the paper entitled “A Method of
Reaching Extreme Altitudes” by Dr. Robert
H. Goddard was published in 1919. Dr. God-
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dard, regarded as the father of rocketry,
launched his, and the world’s, first liquid-
fuel experimental rocket on March 16, 1926,
at Auburn, Massachusetts.

The rocket reached a disappointing alri-
tude in two and one-half seconds of 184
feet. But by enlarging and improving his
experimentation, Dr. Goddard's rocker had
by 1930 achieved a height of nearly one-
half mile, and a velocity of soo miles per
hour.

About this time, Germany entered the
field of rocketry and led in research and
development until the close of World War
1L

In 1923 Mathematics Professor Hermann
Oberth’s classic work, The Rocket into In-
terplanetary Space, was published at Munich.
From perhaps that day on, the rocket and
space travel objective had its niche in world,
and more directly European, history and
acceptance. That volume instigated the for-
mation of the Verein fur Raumschiffahrt—
Germany’s Society for Space Travel.

Afrer the Second World War the confis-
cated V-2 rockets—like those which plagued
the skies over Britain in the last days of the
war—were brought to the White Sands
Proving Ground, New Mexico, for assem-
bly and testing. The White Sands V-2 proj-
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ect was concluded in 1952, by which time
a total of 47 of the rockets had been
launched.

An important development in the area
of rocket engincering took place in 1949 at
the White Sands rocket center, when a
double or two-stage rocket was launched
on February 24. These two stages con-
sisted of a V-2 as the first, or lower rocket,
and an Army Ordnance WAC corporal as
the second, or upper, stage.

The V-2, in this case, was actually a
“booster” rocket; when it consumed its fuel
supply, the Corporal scparated and con-
tinued on in its outer space vovage.

The firing was a success. And the V-2/
WAC Corporal combination today holds the
official world altitude record for a mule-
stage rocket. The Corporal climbed to a
height of 252 miles and attained a maxi-
mum velocity of §200 miles per hour.

Three years prior to the termination of
the V-2 project, the Viking Rocket Program
began. This strictly rescarch projectile of the
Glenn L. Martin Company holds the record
at this writing for the one-stage rocket—
158 miles on May 24, 1954.

The admirable Viking has served its pur-
pose, and the Aerobec-Hi is presently the
nation’s number onc active research missile.
With a payload of 120 pounds, the Aerobec-
Hi has a theorctical potential to reach 202
miles. It will be used as the second stage of
the forthcoming Vanguard multi-stage. sacel-
litic rocket, while a Viking of larger con-
struction and advanced design will be the
first stage in the history-making atempt.

The hopes and dreams for eventual space
flight reccived their greatest boost on July
29, 1955, when The White House announced
the establishment, under the National Sci-
ence Foundation and to be coordinated by
the Naval Rescarch Laboratories, of Project
Vanguard during the International Geo-
physical Year, (IGY for short) which wili
be active from July 1957 to December 1958.

During IGY, the White House announce-
ment and subsequent bulletins have stated,
approximately 15 three-stage rockets will
attempt to launch miniature, unmanned, and
orbital satelloids from Patrick Air Force
Base, Florida. Best estimates place the start-
ing date sometime in early 19s8.

The first two stages will utilize a liquid
chemical bi-fuel systemn (consistent of a
primary pmpcllcnt—i.c., alcohol, aniline,
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hydrazine—and an oxidizing agent, such as
the relatively common liquid oxygen or
nitric acid). The third or principal stage
will use a solid propellent (composition
unknown).

Although on a much smaller scale, the
Vanguard program closely parallels the ob-
jectives of Dr. Wernher von Braun—Ger-
man rocket authority noted for his con-
tribution to the Nazi V-2 Project—on the
establishment of an orbital satellite of the
earth. Unlike the Vanguard, however, Dr.
von Braun and the Collier’s Symposium on
Space Travel advocate a plan whereby a
number of three- or four-stage rockets will
carry equipment to some 107§ miles into
outer space to construct a permanent and
manned “space station.” The cost of the
project was estimated to run about four
billion dollars.

While not nearly so spectacular or mas-
sive in scale, the Vanguard program should
effcct vital information on the upper at-
mosphere, on cosmic and varied outer-spatlal
radiation, and on gravity and magnetic
forces that play on the earth. Scientists be-
lieve that the data unveiled will be worth
many times the approximate expenditure
of thirty million dollars to launch the tiny,
21-pound satelloids.

The ma,ontv of these small satellites will
be launched into elliptical orbits of from
200 to 300 miles and extending into space
as far as 8oo miles. This cllipsoid should
permit the satelloids ro stay in their orbits
far longer than the previously estimared
week, for the more rarefied atmosphere will
not as rapidly slow down the 18,000 m.p.h.
projectile. Also, the higher the orbit the
greater the dara will be on the varying
cffects of outer space. Dr. Milton V. Rosen,
dircctor of the Vanguard Program and for-
mer head of the Viking project, has recent-
ly announced the intention of the Naval
Research Laboratory to attempt to launch
one of the satclloids into an orbit at an
altitude of up to 1500 miles at its farthest
point. This latter mark would surpass the
von Braun plan.

Even those in charge of the Vanguard
Program are not as optimistic as the press
and public scem to be, and foresee the dis-
appointing possibility that the whole project
may prove unsuccessful. One reason for this
is our extremely limited knowledge of the
relatively new science of rockerry—at least
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outside the field of ballistic guided missiles.
Vanguard will utilize only recognized re-
search missiles.

The Viking Program is a good example of
this pessimism. It took nearly five years
from the inception of the project— thmugh
designing and initial testing—to where it
could begin on a full and satisfactory scale.
And yer of the approximate 13 Vikings
fired, only about half could be considered
successful or fruitful. Not only thar but
the Viking was a one-stage rocker while
Vanguard combines three individually com-
plex stages. (The timing problems alone in
separating the stages are enough ro discour-
age any burt the most enthusiastic engineers.)
And with only three years for designing
and completion.

At this writing, it looks as though the
Aerobee-Hi—the Vanguard second stage—
is plagued with as many setbacks as the
Viking. No data on the third solid-fuel
stage arc available.

Astrophysicists estimate that it may be
another 1o to 15 years yet before the United
States is capable of establishing a manned
space station. The construction of this arti-
ficial sarellite is expected to be the last
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stepping stonc to the moon, the planets, and
eventually . ., te the stars.

But the drawbacks ro such a concepr are
limirless.

The following are a few of the obstacles
to be overcome:

1. The heavy strain of enormous G-forces
upon the human body during acceleration
to reach escape xelocit_',r (G designates the
pressure of gravity on earth. Therefore, 10
G's would equal 10 times earth’s normal
gravity as we know it.) Minimum escape
velocity must be about 18,000 miles per
hour, to reach a 1ooo-mile altitude sarellitic
orbit and approximately 25,000 m.p.h. to
make a direct flight into outer space, with
G-factors of close to nine.

2. The constant danger from ultra-violet
and cosmic radiations, The ship must be
specially shielded from ultra-violet rays, bur
nothing has as yet been found to halt the
heavier cosmic particles.

3. The probability thar the rocket or satel-
lite will be struck by a meteoroid. Such
could prove disastrous and rupture the hull
of the crafr. Again, extra shielding would
be required.

4. The apparently insurmountable limita-
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tions of the chemical-reaction engine. A
trip to earth’s nearest planetary neighbor,
Venus, would take many months or years.
Traveling at the fastest known velocity—
that of light, or 186,280 miles per second—
it would take such an interstellar vehicle
more than four ycars to reach the nearest
star, and some 1,700,000 years to reach our
closest galacric neighbor, the so-called “is-
land universe” of Andromeda,

The group exploiting the chemical bi-fuel
method toward intrerplanctary flight feel
that nuclear energy may ultimately be
harnessed in this direction. To date, how-
cver, there is lirtle indication as to how
this can be accomplished, although the
Atomic Energy Commission announced the
establishment of such a project at White
Sands last September (1956).

In their recent book, Space Travel, authors
Kenneth W. Gatland and Anthony M.
Kunesch relate that even the stars are con-
sidered as possible destinations for future
space ships. It would require more than
130,000 ycars to rcach the nearest star with
a chemical rocket, they declare, but an
atomically driven missile might need only
350 years.

All of which finally brings us back to
the UFO.

Flectro-magnetic or electro-gravitational
force-fields, according to most scientists and
rescarchers in this field, have the greatest
potential for future space travel, and seem
to indicate that this arca of propulsion
is now directly related to the various char-
acteristics of unidentified aerial objects.

This field theory, as it is commonly
designated, is known by several names-—all
of which tend to add to the confusion.
Electro-gravitic, G-field, and electro-static
are several of the names by which this
area of propulsive mechanics are known.

The UFO reports that purport color
changes, tremendous vclocities, the general
shape of a circular airfoil, lack of visible
means of propulsion, rapid accelerations,
and right-angle changes in direction all
but prove the G-ficld hypothesis.

Hermann Oberth, mentioned previously
relevant to the development of rocketry in
Germany, declared his belief in the extra-
terrestrial saucer before the International
Astronautical Congress at Innsbruck, Ger-
many, in 1954. The bchavior of the UFQ, he
explained, discounts any mcans of propul-
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sion—including the reaction rocket—known
to us. The savant told the gathering that
the principle of an “anti-gravity device”
was a possible exception.

The Canadian Government in 1953 es-
tablished Project Magnet. Headed by Wil-
bert B. Smith, this project was initiated
for the devclopment of a disc-shape air-
craft to be powered by electro-magnetic
energy. Smith professes his acceptance of
UFQ’s, stating there is a g1 percent proba-
bility thar they do, indeed, exist as material
objects), and only about a 10 percent
possibility that they are of earthly origin.

The advantages of the field-theory vs.
the reaction, bi-fuel concept are manifold.
A few arc as follows:

1. Low cost of energy. Not the billions
of dollars for fuel as required by the rocket
system. Theoretically, the outer-spatial ve-
hicle nced only be started and then will
contigue in its acceleration until the de-
sired velocity is reached.

2. There is but one form of acccleration
known to us which will not result in the
uncomfortable G-load. This is the force
(“push” or “pull”—varying upon the theo-
rist) of gravity the earth exerts upon every
particle and atom in its mass, and on into
outer space, ad infinitum.

Falling towards earth, a body accelerates
at the speed of 32.2 feet per second, per
second. And yet there is a feeling of “weight-
lessness.” Therefore, we may be able to
look for no danger nor apparent discomfort
from the clectro-magnetic or electro-grav-
itic principle.

3. The airfoil should be capable of enor-
mous velocities within the earth’s atmos-
phere. (Neither the rocket nor any other
type of known projectile can now with-
stand the tremendous atmospheric friction.
At a critical speed—designated by some as
the Thermal Barricr—the aircraft melts or
disintegrates.)

There are several, rather involved hy-
potheses relating to frictionless character-
istics apparently exhibited by the UFO
during high speed flight.

The general concepr is that the energy
ficld—be it magnetic or gravitational—influ-
ences and “caprures” the air within its
immediate vicinity and its effect diminishing
by the squarc of the distance. The only
resule, in this case, would possibly be an
aureole-effect surrounding the UFO. Such

33

ellar

. ghthe

rest star

2d to the
sare
1esis .

r of the

eptance

1ss , and

.gnetic

by some

ssibly



34

a resultant “glow”—if that it be—has oft-times
been included in such reports, particularly
those made at night. In fact, the color of
the “glow” has been reported to change in
direct relatonship to the acceleration and/
or velocity of the object.

Such phenomenon as the above can scarce-
ly be relegated into the subjective category,
and may ultimately not only prove the
physical existence of the phenomena but
also may be a link in our stepping-stones
to the stars.

This same energy field may also prohibit
—possibly by a new concept of a frequency
“block” or refraction—ultra-violet and cos-
mic radiations from penetrating the craft.

4. Again theoretically, velocities near to
and of the speed of light should be achieved
easily, as it may conceivably be possible to
travel along magnetic lines of force or
kindred radiation. Possibly a better analo-
gy would be to picture a radio tuning to a
certain frequency. Let us assume that the
UFO can “tune-in” on the radiation: to a
slight degree at first, thereby gradually in-
creasing ascension and/or acceleration. As
the “tuning” nears its peak or the frequen-
cy emanation amplified, the acceleration
would become more pronounced, and al-
most limitless. In rthis respect the term
“‘absorption” can possibly-be used to describe
the principle.

Of course the process would just be
reversed for deceleration and landing. To
hover it should be simple to “tune” or to
inversely amplify the radiation with a neu-
tral result.

Still it may be argued that even by travel-
ing at the speed of light it would take us
some four-years-plus to reach our nearest
interstellar neighbor, Proxima Centauri.
This field of cosmology is pure conjecture
and, in the author’s opinion, cannot be
treated objectively. Some cosmologists feel
that space is curved—or “warped.” There-
fore, conceivably—by this unique method
—it may be possible not to “warp” space but
to directly approach our destination. But
this is delving into inter-dimensional con-
cepts—something far too complex and too
limited in present-day knowledge to dwell
upon here.

One interesting sidelight, however, is the
effect of near-speed-of-light travel upon the
occupants of an interstellar craft. Travel-
ing well over g9 percent of, but still
slightly under, the velocity of light, and
with a destination of say Andromeda, the
space ship—in a round trip—would arrive

Google

back on earth more than three million vears
later. But those inside would not only be
still alive, according to postulations by pro-
fessors George Gamow and the late Albert
Einstein, but only a few hours older.

Known as the Lorentz Transformation
(or Contraction), as elaborated bv Finstein,
matter and time unite at the v'elucity of
light. Therefore, a contraction occurs in
both as that speed is approached, although
it is not prominent until the 186,280 miles
per second is relatively neared. Of course
nothing, outside of electrons in a cyclotron
has yet approached such an inconceivable
velocity. Even traveling at the somewhat
slow speed of 167,000 m.ps., the occupants
of such a vehicle—and even such physical
devices as clocks—age only half their ex-
pccted norm, as viewed from a stationary
point. Actually if travel near the speed of
light were possible today, and almost ageless
humans returned from a trip several million
years later, they would in reality be their
expected age—but as related onlv to them-
selves. This, in an extremecly vague analog\,
follows FEinstein’s theory on Relativity:
that martter, space and times are directly
proportional to one another. So what would
apparently be only a few hours to our space
travelers would be millenia to their point of
origin, or any other nearly stationary body.

A vastly increasing interest in the anti-
gravity thesis has been indicated over the
past several years. The rescarch manufac-
turing concerns of Glenn L. Martin, General
Electric, Hughes Aircraft, Lear, Inc., Glu-
hareff Helicopter Airplane Corp., Clarke
Flectronics, and Sperry-Rand are a few of
those now actively engaged in gravity re-
search projects.

The Gravity Research Foundation is a
non-profit organization founded for the
study and dissemination of data and new
concepts as related to anti-gravitational the-
ory.

In a bulletin titled “Gravity and Metal-
lurgy,” the Foundation's President, George
M. Rideout, states: '

“For six years this Foundation has been
busy interesting scientists to seek means of
‘harnessing’ gravity. From the first, it was
believed that a differential must be dis-
covered in order to make a gravity motor.
Furthermore—with the possible exception
of the automobile—we insisted that no out-
side power be used. In other words, any
acceprable motor must operate as ‘perpetu-
al motion’ using only gravity or some
supernatural force as power.

Flying Saucers
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The record making V-2/W AC Corporal rocket,
believed to be the aporld’s first two-stage

wissile. When the V-2, or lower stage,

exhaunsted its fuel, the smaller W AC Cor-

poral separated from its big brother and

set an altitude mark of 252 miles on Feb-

THATY 24, 1040. U.S. ARMY PHOTOGRAPH

“So far as we now know, the above re-

quires and awaits the discovery of an in-
sulator, deflector or absorber of gravity in
order to bring about such a differential.
This thoughr has been the basis of 485 essavs
which have been submitted to the Founda-
tion during the past six years. For the
most original of these it has given awards
amounting to $10.800.
" The history of aviation from [the
Wright Brothers] . . . to the present is
well known. The famous Zeppelins, which
were then being duplicated in the United
States by the Goodyear Company at the
expense of the U. S. Government, were
soon discarded. Gradually all inrerest was
dirccted to the heavier-than-air machines.
The only unbeliever was Thomas A. Edison,
who insisted that some means must be dis-
covered to reduce the danger involved from
falling. He insisted that the proposed heli-
copters, then on the drawing boards and in
Aeronautical laborarories, would be dis-
carded as were the Zeppelins.”

At the Gravity Day Meering, New Bos-
ton, N. H., on August 18, 1956, President
Rideout told the gathering “how the atritude
toward the Foundation had changed over
the years from open scoffing to serious
interest, the most marked change having
taken place in the past vear and a half.”

He ftelated the Foundation’s “three pur-
poses which stll govern its acrivities:

‘1. To stmulare interest in the field of
gravity through awards for essays.
“2. To serve as a free clearing house
for everyone seriously interested in the
npplu:annn of gravity to practical uses.
*3. To have the best llhr.lr'.' and files
on Gravity in the country, open freely
to anyone.”

In a paper titled “Why 1 Think the Force
of Gravity Is Controllable,” Charles Tilger,
Jr, of the Grumman Aircraft Engineering
Curpurarinn. rold the Graviry Day Meeting
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Disc-shaped radome atop this US. Navy W V-2 Super Constellation measures thirty
feet across. When seen from certain angles, this plane could give rise to saucer stories.

that he felt “when we finally discover
the means for control, it will very likely
. . . be something which we have encoun-
tered frequently and failed to recognize.”

Additional support for the anti-gravitic
theory, and rthe extra-terrestrial saucer,
comes from William P. Lear, renowned
for his development of the F-5 electronic
automatic pilot, now in srratcgic use by
the U. S. Air Force and winner of the
Collier's Annual Aviation Award. On Feb-
ruary 2, 1955, Lear elaborated upon his
beliefs in an Associated Press story on why
he accepted the reality of the UFO:

1. “Numerous manifestations have
made over long periods of time.
2. “Many observations have been made
simultaneously by reliable observers.
3. “There are great possibilities of sci-
entific reality if the latest theory of
electro-gravitation field is proved.

4. “Actual serious efforts are now in
progress to prove the existence of anti-
gravitational forces . . "

One research project to attempr to propel
a discoid airfoil by an electro-static force-
field is headed by T. Townsend Brown,
an American with jo years experience in
the field.

According to recent information, “securi-
ty” supposedly prevents the rescarcher from
divulging any specifics on the performance
of their latest experimentation. But it has
been reported that, utilizing a “localized

been
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gravity field,” circular airfoils two feet in
diameter have flown around an area 20 feet,
across, with a speed of 17 feer per second
(about 12 m.p.h.). Induced with kilo-
“continuous energy,”
an electrical condenser coordinates the pow-
er and mechanical function.

.-\cc:’zrding to one report in Interavia
(May 1956), the Swiss Review of World
Aviation, a three-foot airfoil uﬂing 150 kilo-
volts of power on a 50 foor aircourse,
indicated “results so impressive as to be
highly classified.” Work is reported to be
pl‘f.‘-‘cm’l}' under way to dc\'yltap a power
supply of up to fifteen million volts.

Brown seems feel, contrary Dr.
Finstein, that area of electro-staric-
field propulsion may not be limited to the
boundaries of the velocity of light. He adds,
however, that this is yet to be proved.

“Gravity isotopes,” relates, may
ultimately create contra-gravity fields for
varied uses—both on earth and for outer-
spatial travel. Also, says Interavia, some
materials have been reduced in weight by
energizing them. This was not—for “securi-
ty” reasons—defined, and can mean almost
anvthing.

Another American project on theoretical
energy fields is being conducted at the
University of North Carolina, and appar-
ently in association wirh the Institute of
Field Physics, Winston-Salem. Dr. Bryce
S. DeWirtt directs this program, which is
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known as the North Carolina Project.

And in FEngland, the Aviation Studies
(International), Ltd., has established a Grav-
ity Research Group. Their Aviation Re-
port of 12 October 1954 stared that a “com-
bat rype disc” was under development to
achieve a speed of three times the speed of
sound (Mach 3).

“Tentative targets now being set,” the re-
port stated, “anticipate that the first disc
should be completed before 1960 . . "

A confidential summary of this and other
projects is contained in the report on Elec-
trogravitics Systems, published by Aviation
Studies.

Many of these projects were actually
brought into existence through Einstein’s
noted Unified Field Theory. As early as
1919, this great scientist concluded a paper
before the Prussian Academy of Sciences
by saying, “The preceding reflections in-
dicate the possibility of theoretical con-
struction of matter from gravirational field
and electro-magnetic field , . .”

The Unified Field Theory proposes to re-
solve one of science's greatest anomalies—
the basic differences of electro-gravity and
electro-magnetism, the two fundamental
forces of nature. This hypothesis as set
forth by Dr. Einstein is the cosmological
attempt to bridge the microcosm with the
macrocosm—from the smallest atomic parti-
cle to the largest interstellar super-galaxy.
In this respect, the gravitational effect of a
srar or Ptﬂﬂct the MAacrocosm, ma} be pﬂr'll'
leled to the magnetic artraction of an in-
visible electron, the microcosm.

Finstein, who spent a quarter-century in
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culminating this hypothesis, once said that
it “is intolerable to the theoretical spirit”
to believe “there are two structures of space
independent of each other . . .

To demonstrate the import of such a
postulation, the noted Briton, Bertrand
Russell, once observed: “When we have
told how things behave when they are
electrified, and under what circumstances
they are electrified, we have told all there
15 to know.”

The reported flight characteristics of the
UFO have presented some unique prob-
lems for the researcher. One such researcher
is Leonard G. Cramp, MS.LA., and Mem-
ber of the British Interplanetary Sociery.
He has attempted to apply a practical so-
lution to the enigma in his book, Space,
Ciravity and the Flying Saucer (The British
Book Centre, New York, 1955). He theo-
rizes, like so many before him, that the
craft utilize a gravity-field principle.

“The theory,” says Cramp in his
foreword, *, . . was originally conceived
prior to the second world war, and
certainly long before the term Flung
Saucer’ came into general use, Can it
be wondered therefore that the author
took more than a casual interest in the
significance of the many sightings? In-
deed, the more he sifted the available
information, the grearer became his con-
viction that such a craft actually existed,
and that there was more than a little
justificarion for his theory. The reports
coming in from ordinary people all over
the world provided evidence of a phe-
nomenon that he had hitherto only
dreamt of.

“Rocket enthusiasts may naturally be
reluctant to admit an entirely different
conception of space travel, and may
therefore adopt a sceptical attitude
towards the interplanetary flying saucer
h}rpnthuais. However, it is hoped that

. the flying saucer reports do suggest
an alternative and more attractive
method of space travel. Neither need
we await further developments in physi-
cal science; the pioneer never has
waited, and never will, upon others when
he ]'l:n become msplred by a new idea.
. “ .. It may well be, even in our own
time,” he continues, “thar men will dis-
cover the key with which to unlock a
force that is all abour us and so enable
us to use it for all our indusrries, trans-
port, and finally, space travel.”

The author goes on to say:

“Left to its narural conclusions, the
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This photograph, taken in 1949 by August C. Roberts shows something of an enigmatic object
believed to be an optical phenomenon in camera shutter effected by the brilliant street lamnp.

development of the rocket as a space
vehicle will obviously go through sev-
eral stages. First, there is the bi-fuel
step rocket principle that is being ex-
plored today. Secondly, the more ad-
vanced nuclear reaction rocket at pres-
ent only dreamed of. Finally, as a result
of ﬁndmgﬁ brought out by atomic
research, an entirely different and far
more efficient means of anti-gravity
will be discovered.

“Left to itself, the evolution of the
rocket to this stage will rake a long
time, perhaps as lcmg as did rhe evolu-
tion of the internal combustion en-
gine . . .

“Must we persevere with the rocket
as a means of interplanetary flight? Is
there not another way to hasten the
process? Yes, I am convinced that there
15 2 berrer way to the stars . . . In some
respects it may be a disquieting thought

Google

to us who are rocket technicians and
enthusiasts that the rocket may never
be employed as an iI"IE{‘T'[l]:IIIL’r:II‘}.' ma-
chine. It is perhaps a discouraging
thought and will not be well received
by many, but if we are truly determined
in our efforts to get to the stars we
should welcome the possibility of a bet-
ter means of doing so and be f'lui to ex-
amine any theory without plculnhu.
Concluding, Author Cramp cautions,
. To L‘|iT'|L' to the rocket as a means of
mrerplmi: ary transport and to deny the
possibility of a better means is to exhibit
a bias not worthy of scientific thoughr.”
Another who dl\iul ages the rocket con-
cept is former astronomer, M. K. Jessup.
In 1926-27 Jessup served as a temporary
instructor in astronomy at the L'|1i\'1_'|'n'1'r|\'
of Michigan, and later assisted Professor
R. A. Rossiter in completing the erecrion
of the University’s 27-inch refracting tele

i
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scope at Bloemfontein, South Africa. As
observing assistant to Professor Rossirer,
Jessup discovered Bo3 physical double stars
during his stay of three ro four ycars.

‘In presenting The Case For the UFO
(The Citadel Press, New York, 1955),
Jessup writes: “lt should be obvious
to all cngineers and scientists  that
rocket propulsion will never solve the
problems of space travel, not only be-
cause of the unavoidable problems of
acccleration, but because of the impos-
sibility of transporting the necessary
fuel and carrying the hecavy reactance
motors.”

He adas, rather strongly:

“If the money, thought, time, and
energy now being poured uselessly into
the devclopment of rocket propulsion
were invested in a basic study of grav-
ity, it is altogether likely rthat we could
have effective and cconomical space
travel, at a small fraction of the ulni-
mate cost which we are now incurring,
within one decade.”

One of the characteristics displaved by
the UFQ which has often been mentioned
by the skeptic as unlikely to impossible are
abrupt stops and sudden right-angle turns
so many tmes included in sighting reports.
jessup sums up the general precept of the
gravitic cngineer and UFOQ rescarcher as
relevant to the mystery—

“Any force which would simultancously
accelerate every molecule of either the living
body or the mechanical structure would
avoid all such stresses, and both the living
and the mechanical could undergo any
amount of acceleration without the slightest
damage or discomfort!”

Possibly the most recent contribution to
the G-ficld principle has come from the
noted French pilot, Lt. Jean Plantier.

This concept does not basically  differ
from the many others as hercin expounded.
But instcad of traveling along magnctic or
kindred radiation, or using an electro-static
condenser, Plantier proposes the force-field
theory should be applied to cosmic energy
(or radiation).

In his excellent book, The Truth about
Flying Saucers (Criterion Books, New York,
1956), Author and science writer Aimng
Michel explains: “A way exists to liberare
this energv, by transforming it into energy
of a more degraded kind, in the same way,
for example, as rthe stroke of a hammer
against - an anvil transforms - Kinetic inro
thermal energy.”
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The “liberation of this cosmic energy,”
Michel continucs, *“makes it possible to
create, at the point where it operates, a local
field of force that can be varied and directed
at aill. This local field may be likened
to the magnctic field existing in a solenoid,
or berween the poles of a magnet or of the
earth itself.”

And that just about brings us up to date
on the experimentation, rescarch and theory
which has so far evolved on the force-ficld
concepts of electro-magnetic or -gravitic
propulsion. As can be scen, the theory is
not new, nor is it limited to any one precept
or mode of operation. This ficld of endeavor,
as was strongly intimated, is rapidly gain-
ing momentum. With governmental support
and foundation and private research, the
simple, long-awaited answer is eventually
forthcoming. When that will be—no one
knows.

Perhaps a general rcaction to this area of
thoughr was expressed recently by Ward
Kimball, Director of the “Tomorrowland”
TV scries for Walt Disncy Productions. In
a statement to Leonard H. Stringfield, Di-
rector of Civilian Rescarch, Interplanetary
Flying Objects and Fditor of Orbit, Kim-
ball wrote:

“The most interesting aspect of cre-
ating the factual space travel television
shows for Disnevland has been the ex-
citing contacts we've made with the
scientists, engineers and physicists con-
nected directly or remotely with the
government guided missile and artificial
satcllite program. The one question that
scems to start -the fur flying, good-
naturedly and otherwise, is when we ask,
‘What do you think about flying
saucers?’ The answers run from, ‘It’s
very absurd!” all the way down o ‘If
a flying saucer landed on my lawn to-
morrow, I wouldn't be at all surprised!’

“Fven though we have to be factually
conservative on our tclevision shows,
we try to present the subject of space
travel with an open mind, hoping the
audience will be stimulated to reccive
the program the same way. However,
where there's smoke, there’s fire. I think
your readers would be quite surprised
and gratified to know that there arc
many young cnginecers reported to be
sceretly working overtime on the big
important key to furure space travel-
the anti-gravitational drive!”

All of which points to our furure progress
and travel Onward .. o and wprard! 8
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Above are showsn Dr. Walter S. Huxford of
Northwestern University and A. H. Nether-
cot, Jr., testing a German “Lichtsprecher”
telephonic comnnunication device. The in-
strument provides telephonic commmmnication
on rays of invisible light, a principle ex-
pounded by researcher John Otto of Chicago
who bas done considerable work in space
craft and extra-terrestial conmmrunications.
The transmission of sound by light rays may
bold the secret of commmumication in space.
Radio signals bave been received from sev-
eral different planets in our solar system.

VER since it has been theorized that

planets other than the Farth may be
the habitations of intelligent life, mind and
mechanics alike have combined in efforts to
derect or communicate with this intelli-
gence.

One of the earliest known efforts in this
direction was announced by the London
Fortnightly Review in 1896. The first issue
for 1897 of The Electrical Engineer sum-
marized the account, which was later dis-
patched around the country.

The Briush scientist, Sir Francis Gaulton
—according to the Review—stated the belief
that we on earth are the recipients of defi-
nite signals from the planet Mars.

“It is said,” related a condensed report
in the Providence, Rhode Island, Evening
Bulletin of January 1, 18¢7, “that one of the
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great European observatories has prepared
a recording apparatus, which is found to
perform its mission effectively.” A piece of
paper, the dispatch recounted, “is slowly
drawn by clockwork, upon a hinged pencil,
on which the observer rests his finger. When
the scintillation or flash is on, he presses his
finger and the pencil leaves a mark. When
the flash is off, he ceases to press, a spring
lifts the pencil and a blank is left on the
traveling slip of paper.

“Three, and only three different signals
are employed,” according to the story.
“These signals differ only in their lengths,
and resemble the dots and dashes of the
telegraphic code. The dot lasts one second
and a quarter. The dash lasts two seconds
and one half. The line, or longest dash,
lasts five seconds.”

The interval between letters is reported
to be one and one-half seconds, three sec-
onds for words, and six seconds for para-
graphs.

“As there are only three varieties of sig-
nals,” the Providence Evening Bulletin con-
tinues, “the rotal number of different words
of one lerter is three, of two letters nine,
of three letters 27, of four letters 81, of five
letrers 243, and so on in geometrical progres-
sion. The average time occupied in signal-
ing these words, including the three seconds
pause at the end of each, are 6, 10, 135, 20
and 24 seconds respectively.

“The Mars folk evidently intend to speak
to us in very terse and pointed language,”
the dispatch concluded.

To the author’s knowledge, nothing has
subsequently been published on this “com-
munication.” Perhaps it was a hoax. (The
Evening Bulletin felt, however, that “the
name of the distinguished English scientist
gives it a sober aspect.”) And why haven't
these signals—or “scintillations”—been re-
ported since? It is unfortunate that the
name of the observatory, if it exists, was not
included for some credence.

But in any event, it was an interesting
story. And it illustrated the interest in such
communication attempts.

Several years later a famous inventor got
into the act. Yugoslav born Nikola Tesla,
who created the first device utilizing—and
to some degree discovered—alternating cur-
rent, said in 1goo that he had received sig-
nals, or “vibrations,” in series of triplets
with his wireless set. He believed they
emanated from Mars.

Harry Walker while at sea on May 19,
1919, reported that he picked up strange
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wireless nlesesages—“meaningleﬁﬁ in the lan-
guages of this Farth.,” These signals were

translated into the letters K U | and
VKA]
In 1921 Signor Guglieclmo Marconi—

“father of rthe wireless”—conducted some
electronic experiments in the Mediterran-
ean aboard his yacht Electra. In September
1921 J. C. H. Macbeth, London Manager of
the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company,
announced that Signor Marconi believed
he had intercepred messages from Mars.

“The regularity of the signals,”- Macbeth
declared, “disposed of any assumption that
the waves might have been caused by elec-
trical disturbance. The signals were unintel-
ligible, consisting apparently of a code. The
only signal recognized was one resembling
the letter “V’ in the Marconi code.”

Marcomi said he received these emana-
tions at 150,000 meter wave-lengths. The
maximum magnetic wave-length transmitted
at the time was about 14,000 merters.

Tesla and Marconi weren't crackpots.
Without the vast knowledge and discoveries
they gave the world, it is questionable if
we would now have radar, television and
other recent electronic innovacions.

Mars swung close to earth in 1924-—s0
close, in fact, that this pru‘cumtv will not
again be duplicated until sometime in the
1St century.

*\pparcntlv feeling that such an oppor-
tunity should not go by unchallenged, Dr.
David Todd, then Professor Emeritus of
Astronomy at Amherst College, organized
an International Listening Post to intcrccpt
any signals from Mars. He requested, under
this program, all high-wattage radio stations
to silence their transmirters for five minutes
every hour from 11:50 p.m. on August 21
to 11:50 p.m. August 23.

R. L. Potelle, Chief Engineer of WOR
(Newark, N.J.) later told a press confer-
ence that he had received a series of “dots”
and “dashes,” that were neither of the Morse
nor Continental codes, between 7:30 and 10
p.m. on August 22. These signals, he said,
were steadily repeated.

After hours of intensive investigation, En-
gineer Potelle decided that Eunza was the
word he had received. Eunza, needless to
say, has no meaning in any of earth’s lan-
guages.

C. Francis Jenkins, a Washington, D.C.
inventor, had perfected a radio-photo-re-
cording device shortly before the Mars
opposition. He was requcstcd. and agreed,
to cooperate in the listening program. His

o Google
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her Joln Otto uses “Light Beanu:r”
transmnitter for comtact experiments with

outer space intelligences in the wmidwesi.

invention was attached to a rccuiring set
“tuned” to Gooo meters.

(Jenkins' device converted radio signals
into light patterns. These patterns were
then exposed to a roll of film tape 30 feet
]nng and six inches wide.)

A rotal of about 0 hours was recorded
during the many “silence periods.” When
the film (now locked safely away at the
Bureau of Standards) was developed, it dis-
closed a series of “dots” and “dashes.”

Another phenomenon was recorded which
turned out to be just as great an anomaly.
Said Inventor Jenkins:

“The film shows a repetition at intervals
of abour a half hour of what appears to be
a man's face, and 1ts a freak we can't ex-
p!-.lin."

Urg;mi'f.cr Dr. Todd said of the film, “We
now have a permanent record which can be

original romFlying Saucers
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studied, and who knows until we hae
studicd it, just what these signals may have
been®™

At Dulwich Village, England, extremely
clear signals resembling “dots” in the Morse
code, and arranged in groups of fours and
fives, were received by a “:4-valve wire-
less™ during the early morning hours of the
opposition. They could not be pin-pointed
as originating upon earth,

British lawyer Mansfield Robinson in 1928
attempted to contact the Mystery Planct by
transmitting a message on the 18,700 meter
band. As he anxiously awaited some type of
response, Professor A. M. Low, a British
scientist, reported he had reccived some-
thing at that wave-length.

“It was a mysterious message,” he said.
“It is hardly hkelv that it could have come
from Mars. However, I must confess that
I do not know who sent it. It was a serics
of dots and dashes.”

In 1930 Harry Price, Director of the
National Laboratory of Psychical Research,
London, postulatcd the idea of igniting
some 10 tons of magnesium, ‘combined with
oxvgen, at the 11000 foor level of the
Bernes Oberland. He fele that  Marrians
could casily perccive such a brilliant beam
if directed toward the planet by huge re-
flectors. For lack of funds, however, the
project collapsed.

Interest, apparently wasn’t dwindling in
extra-terrestrial communication. The Con-
gress of the British Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science met in September
1931 at Westminster, London. On the 29th
of the month, the late Bishop Barnes told
the gathering:

“There are many other inhabited worlds
. . . and on some of them beings exist
who are immeasurably bevond our
mental level. We should be rash to deny
that they can use radiation so penetrat-
ing as to convey messages to earth.
Probably, such messages come now.
When they are first made intelligible
a new cra in the history of humanity
dawns. At the beginning of the new era,
the oppuosition between those who wel-
come the new knowledge and thosc
who deem it dangerously subversive
may lead to a world war . . . But I
should like to be living then, when we
begin this new era. We mighe get a true
understanding of the beginning of the
universe.”

In 1937, at the age of 81, Nikola Tesla
predicted communication berween the carth
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and other planetary bodies within the fore-
secable future.

The war years, as always, brought to a
temporary close the thoughts of other
worlds and other beings. We reverted back
to our mundane way of life; to our con-
stricted thinking and expression. Imagina-
tion was stifled.

Then came the Foo-Fighters, the Ghost-
Rockets (plaguing the skies of the Scan-
dinavian countries and the Baltic area)—
and the Flying Saucers . . .

Minds were becoming unburdened—and
uncluttered.

We were free again.

Talk of space travel began to permeate
the air.

And a New Age was born.

Few things are more difficult than to
convey an accurate or even slightly com-
plete picture of the work and research being
done in attempted extra-terrestrial com-
munications. This is largely because of the
few group cfforts in this direction; most of
the attempts are on a completely individual
basis. As to just how extensive these pro-
grams are, few can guess except to estimate
that it extends far beyond most .expecta-
trons.

Amateur radio communication is unques-
tionably the prime means of attemptmg to
establish this type of contact. Yet it is ex-
tremely confined. Except for the novice
license, it takes months and sometimes years
to become a licensed Amateur Radio Oper-
ator—a “Ham.”

But aven this might not seem so formidable
if it were the only obstacle. Section 1:.101,
Part 12, of the Federal Communications
Commissions Rules Governing Amateur
Radio Service, generally stipulates that
amateurs can only contact other licensed
stations, and what outer-spatial vehicle or
body is licensed?

So as far as radio is concerned, it has
usually been a matter of patient “listen-
ing.”

Chicagoan John Otto has prebably been
responsible for more interest and activity
in the field of electronic communication in
recent years than any other UFO research-
er.

“Without claiming ‘firsts’ in any effor,
for we find wherever we turn there is
nothing new under the sun,” says Otro,
“it was nevertheless the sighting of a
large cigar-shaped craft near Needles,
California, several years ago that
spurred me into thinking of a radical
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new means of a communication attempt.
Feelmng rather stupid after shining a
flashlight skyvward while snuggled in a
bedroll on the desert that night, the
idea of light-beam communication was
born for interplanetary spacecrafr use.”

Light-beam communicators, according to
Orto, are relatively simple in principle, and
offer additional advantages over the ham
rigs. Basically, the transmitter electronically
converts sound—or voice—waves into light
radiation, and, by focusing reflector, sends it
in any desired direction. The receiver merely
reverses the principle.

But the light-beam units achieve their
greatest advantage insofar as the FCC is
concerned—no license required. Likewise,
it is highly directional and relatively “pri-
vate.” Unless the broadcaster’s exact pro-
cedure were known in advance, it would be
impossible for an outside source to monitor
the transmissions.

This is a portable and inexpensive “light
beam” receiver unit; Is very easy to operate.

John Otto and a group of mid-west elec-
tronic engineers and communication special-
ists feel that these light-beam units are far
more practical and portable than the rather
heavy and expensive amarteur radio equip-
ment. Their maximum potentials, however,
are still unknown. Until recently these units
were unavailable to the public, but late
modifications and recent mmufacruring ap-
plications have brought out a few models
on a limited scale.

Some patient researchers have claimed the
interception of signals, or messages, via these
units. Such data needs intensive processing,
and it may be quite some time before any-
thing conclusive is known. Many have ad-
mitted no receptions whatsoever.

Digitized by GO- 81(3

John Otto, a patent development engi-
neer who has extensively im'cstigatcd and
lectured on the UFO enigma in recent years,
relates one interesting result via light beam
communication. The incident, involving a
radio ham, is recorded as follows:

“An amateur radio operator continu-
ously modulated some ‘canned’ music
and sent out a jumbled jargon of words,
always closing with ‘How is my read-
ability?’
“After two weeks he had a reception
of the same type of material, jumbled,
unintelligible words, and then some
music. Finally came, ‘How is my read-
ability? Go ahead—’

El
“The ham did not have anything of im-
portance ready to converse with his
unseen communicator, so it floored him
somewhat.
“This,” advises Otro, “should be con-
sidered and planned before any trans-
mitting effores.”

The early 1950's saw the establishment
of several ham saucer networks (called
“nets”). These groups, however, have fol-
lowed the laws under the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, and have specifically
not artempted non-terrestrial communica-
rlon.

One exception was an Arizona group in
1952-53 who claimed to have received sev-
eral messages (by r:apid tclcgr:aphy and
coupled with many meaningless letters and
phrases) from the occupants of flving sau-
cers on go5 and 450 kilocycles. These fre-
quencies are extremely close to air traffic
and weather forecast bands.

One of the first attempts at space craft
communication by a commercial and public
media was initiated over WGN, Chicago,
on Sunday, November 28, 1954.

Disc-jockey Jim Mills announced a 15-
second “listening period” for 1r1:25 am.
His program began at 11:05, and this time
was steadily repeated. John Otto and sev-
eral associates simultaneously transmitred
the Mills’ appeal to outer space inhabitants
by light-beam.

At 11:15—10 minutes before zero—the disc
jockey requested:

Outer space inhgbitants, this is Jint Mills.
I invite you and those in flying discs
listening to this programn—amd it is un-
derstood you can understand English
—to stand by for a message from the
friendly people of Earth. We desire to
commmmicate with you, if this is within
the scope of your current operational
plans.
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Our sincerity, coupled with your co-
operation, | feel sure awill open the door
to a new way of life for we, the people
of Earth,

We earnestly desire to join hands now.
Such a relationship «will benefit man-
kind throughout the entire planet.
Therefore, ar exactly 11:25 am., today
—Chicago, Earth time—ze will bold a
15 second period of silence, for you to
cut in and speak to us through the
WGN transwmiitrer,

There were several additional prior breaks
and announcements. Then—

Three seconds. Two-—one—zero!

Comie in outer space!

If outer space came in, few people heard
it. Varied interference was reported by
listeners unevenly distributed within range
of the WGN transmitter. But there was one
report which John Otto fecls may be of
value.

Two Chicagoans had wire-recorded the
listening segment of the broadcast. Several
seconds after the silence period began, “a
terrific blast of code” came over the 7:0
kilocvcle AM frequency—and it lasted ex-
actly 15 seconds, running over into the disc
jockey's return to the regularly scheduled
program.
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DRAWINGS COURTESY OF JOHN OTTO

The “code” closcly resembles short wave
teletype transmissions and was, according
to Otto, almost immediately discarded for
this reason. But short wave code does not
come through an AM frequency. Orto feels
assured that the recording was not faked.

The next step was to run the high speed,
multiplex-type code into a teletype receiver,
and determine if its coherency indicated
fraud on the part of the recipients.

At the complction of the test, no words
or phrases of any familiar languages were
noted. The code remains a mystery to this
day, despite the fact that many electronics
and communications experts and cryptog-
raphers have studied it with no apparent
results.

In breaking down the recording by great-
ly reducing its playback speed, the code was
found to greatly resemble a series of un-
usual musical notes, comparable to indistinct
combinations of Oriental windpipes and
Scottish bagpipes

Another commercial radio attempr at
space craft communication was instigated just
cleven months later. John Otto, who had
temporarily dropped his engincering devel-
opment vocation to pursue the elusive UFO,
had toured the country on a lecrure tour and
new media interview circuit.
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Jobn Orto (right) is shown with Announcer Ben Hunter on radio KFI Los Angeles on the
morning of October 28, 1955 during space connnunication attemipt.  PHOTO BY G. S, COLLINGS

One of these personal interviews took
place during the early morning hours of
October 28, 1955. In Los Angeles for the
purpose of a lecture engagement, John Otto
guested on the Ben Hunter Nite-Owl show,
which is broadcast over 50,000 watt, clear-
channel station KFI (an NBC afhiliate at 640
k.c.) from one am. to 5:30 a.m. Ben Hunter
is a well-liked and rupLLrLd Southern Cali-
fornia radio peraunahty, and had been pub-
licly chosen as the “Honorary Mavor of
Hollywood” several days prior to Ortto’s
appearance.

Writing in Saucers, John Otto prefaced:
“Lecturing date being the verv same
nighe, 1 had .!L‘CLPI‘C[[ with “the feeling
that I would be on Ben Hunter's pro-
gram for a short visit and get out of the
studio by at least two o'clock and ac-
quire some needed sleep.”

Apparcntl}* someone—or something—else
had other ideas.

At two a.m. Otto read the same introduc-
tion employed by Jim Mills nearly one year
earlier. The “silence period” was set for 2:13.

Bur nnrhmg happened at 2:15.

However—

“One of the first to call,” related Otto,
“was a chap in San Diego who had made
a recording in which he heard some high
speed code, lnlt instead of hearing it dunnu
the spuuﬁ(, lhl‘an:r |1-Lr1nd of 15 HLLI}IHiH
at 2:15 a.m. he had heard it at 2:10—fully
five minutes preceding the allotted period.

“This seemed to be the entire pattern of
the response; just preceding the acrual listen-
ing period. And I suspect very much that
the dara -:;(:mir‘lg in at the z:10 purind was
highly authentic and a true answer to our
rn.-quur I was personally keen to dLlIUlI‘L
this 2:10 marerial and parrially convinced
that d.!.m following, at 2:15, would have to be
rejected on the grounds that tampering was
evident.”

Flylng Saucers
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That was only the beginning.

“The telephones at KFI were on a ram-
page,” says Ortto. “The switchboard lit up
like a Christmas tree. People were calling
from far into Northern California and the
Pacific Northwest, as far east as Arizona
and New Mexico. Many tape recordings
were being reported by the many and vari-
ous returns of an extra-terrestrial answer
to our request.”

These isolated reports, unfortunately, are
too numerous to include here. These and
other data on communication attempts and

rsonal investigations will be published in
a book by John Ortto, which is now in
preparation.

Ben Hunter found that hectic morning
suspenseful and interesting but inconclu-
sive. Of the two or three tapes received by
KFI, “We got quite excited about tape
number two,” Hunter later said. “It definite-
ly did have some kind of code on ir and it
definitely did occur at what would have
been 2:10 a.m.” However, the radio M.C.
concludes, several of the station’s engineers
felt that the signals originated from the
LORAN station at San Rafael. California.

Obviously, even at this late date, a definite
conclusion cannot be acknowledged super-
ficially. The vague possibility that the
LLORAN transmissions did so dramarically
interfere with the 50,000 watts of KFI could
not account for many of the other reports
directly called into the station. The author
later heard, from a friend in Tacoma, Wash-
ington, that KFI was completely blocked out
by interference in that area on the morning
of October 28. Normally, since it is one of
the most powerful stations on the West
Coast, KFI is received “loud and clear” up
and down the Pacific Coast. Apparently,
only time will tell what actually occurred.

John Otto emphasizes thar these and other
“returns” are ostensible responses to “re-
quested data and not freak interceptions
(or interferences), such as the strange un-
intelligible signals acquired through radio
astronomy.”

And this brings us to the radio astronomer.

If one wants to see interesting shades of
green, red and purple, it is suggested one
just ask a radio astronomer if he has re-
ceived any “interesting messages” from outer
space of late. The reaction will be interest-
ing, if not violent.

The science of radio astronomy began in
Australia in June 1947; the same month and
year, incidentally, that Kenneth Arnold saw
the aerial objects which he described as
“saucers,” and thereby began current ter-
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minology. John G. Bolton, then 25 years
of age, picked up strange signals from an
“object” which is now designated Cygnus A.
It took him and his associates four years
to realize what they had found.

This area of astronomy has grown rapidly
from that meager beginning. Bolton is now
working at Caltech, where he will establish
the two largest radio telescopes in this
country. (A z250-foot parabolic, or “dish,”
reflector will soon be completed at Cam-
bridge, England.)

The objectives of this science are mani-
fold, none of which include attempted in-
terceptions of intelligently created messages
or signals originating in space. These sci-
entists hope to eventually determine the
point of origin of various extra-terrestrial
emanations, the composition of invisible
gases and areas of the universe, and the cli-
matic and temperature conditions on the
neighboring planets.

But if there are signals from planetary
neighbors radiated in our direction—inten-
tionally or otherwise—it is quite conceivable
that they could be received via the tele-
scopes’ antennas.

From the summer of 1954, to illustrate a2
possibility of the above conjecture, radio
noise has been detected as emanating from
the planet Jupiter. This declaration was con-
tained in a report by Drs. B. F. Burke and
K. L. Franklin, of the Carnegie Institute of
Washington, to the g¢2nd meeting of the
American Astronomical Society at Prince-
ton, N.J., in April, 1955.

The radiation was detected at 13.5 meters
(22 megacycles). and similar bursts have been
reccived “at 10 meters using a simple an-
tenna.” But they are not detectable at or
below 7.8 meters. During nine of the 30 tran-
sits of Jupiter over the Institute’s radio tele-
scope at Seneca, Md., in early 1955, “very
intense, irregular bursts were observed.”

No satisfactory explanation has been
evolved for the phenomenon, according to
the “American Astronomers Reports” in the
June 1955 issue of Sky and Telescope. It
added that climatic conditions on the planet’s
surface would have to be on an “enormous-
ly greater scale” than terrestrial electrical
discharges to create the reported intensities.

Australian radio astronomers told the
Jodrell Bank, England, Symposium on Radio
Astronomy that the emanations coincided
with the positions of certain “spots” on
Jovian surface as relevant to the earth.

And Astronomer Bart J. Bok, in the No-
vember 1955 Sky and Telescope (p. 27), re-
lates that the signals from the i12-mooned
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This illustration by Bud Pecaro shows the
“Cartwright Saucer Detector” for research.

planet are no less than “a billion times”
stronger than terrestrial thunderstorms radia-
tions.

Then came Venus.

Reported the Associated Press August,
1956, (significant words have been italicized
by the author):

“BERKELEY, Aug. 27—(AP)—The
planet Venus has been broadcasting
some astronomically interesting radio
signals, says on Ohio State University
scientist.

“The signals come in pulses often last-
ing one second or more and sometimes
there is a long string of them, with
more or less umniform intervals be-
tween, said Dr. John D. Kraus in a
paper prepared for the American
Astronomical Society. “Frequency of
the signals ranges from 2,000,000 to
4,000,000 cycles per second. Those at

Digitized by GOx 81@

higher frequency arrive as much as
two seconds ahead of those on the
lower side of the band. This suggests,
Dr. Kraus said, that the electrified
atmosphere of Venus and the earth
and the space berween have an anoma-
lous way of dispersing radio waves.
“The impulses appear to be modulated
te an audio frequency of about 117
cycles per second, the scientist re-
ported. This frequency, when heard
through a speaker, sounds something
like the key of B flat next to C below
middle C on a piano.

“The distant planet also sends out
another class of radio signals which
might be the product of lightning
storms, Dr. Kraus said. Sometimes
they sizzle away for as long as 12
hours. They fluctuate greatly in in-
rensity, with peaks occurring 20, 39,
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63 and go minutes, 6 hours 25 minutes,
and 11 days apart.”

Science News Letter reported the former
signals, designated as Class 1, “sound as
though they are coming from a radio tcle-
graph station somewhere on carth . . .” Dr.
Kraus indicated the same thing late last
June, when Associated Press said “the new
signals, of a distinctly different type, re-
semble radio telegraphy in many ways.”

And Dr. John D. Kraus is considered to
be one of the country’s leading authorities
on this phase of scientific research. As such,
he is a conservative astronomer.

“Whatever phenomenon is responsible for
the signals must be of a rather complex
type,” he was quoted by AP. And these
signals, Dr. Kraus added, have “many of the
characteristics of signals from a terrestrial
transmitting station.”

Thus a whole new science and a relative-
ly new phenomena has sprung up within the
past 10 years, With vast improvements in
all areas of resecarch, with more accredited
authorities in kindred ficlds evaluating these
phenomena, with newly devised means of
detection set up and, finally, with time, the
answers will ultimately be ours.

Attempts at UFO detection have come
into their own within only recent years. One
ingeniously simple device has been perfected
by Keith Cartwright, 2 member of the Aus-
tralian Flying Saucer Rescarch Society. His
first mechanism “was not sensitive enough
to give the required results,” and was there-
fore modified.

In a letter to the Australasian Post, Cart-
wright said “it has been noted that magnetic
compasses scem to go hay-wire when UFQO's
are in the vicinity, so why not connect up
an electrical circuit with the compass needle,
so that when the needle is deflected from
magnetic north it completes a circuit in
which is included an clectric bell?” (Sce
diagram on page 48).

“Care should be taken,” Cartwright adds,
“to fasten the wire to the battery only
after orienting the equipment so that the
compass ncedle is nicely balanced inside the
loop. This contact loop should be made of
a material like silver which will minimize
arcing. The contact loop hole should be
about H¢” in diameter. A further improve-
ment to prevent arcing is to connect a .05
radio condenser between the ncedle pivot
and the contact loop.”

Some elaboration was contained in the
Australian Saucer Record:

“The tip of the necdle and the pivor
on which the needle rests should be
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cleaned with emery paper so that
good electrical contact with the loop
can be made. Silver wire is ideal for
the contact loop, but if this is not
available a loop of tinned copper or
clean bare copper may be used. The
Mark : detector is so sensitive that
the bell may be set ringing by iron or
steel objects being moved in the vi-
cinity, Therefore it should be set up
in a quiet corner, away from electrical
equipment, steel furniture, etc.

“Another member, Mr. A. J. Millikan, of
Robertstown,” continues the Record, “has
made himself a Mark 2 detector. Here is
his own report of an experience with it:

“‘On the night of Dec. 27th, 1953, at
about 10:15 p.m. the bell rang. I
thought I had jolted the needle and
didn’t take much notice for a few
moments. Then I thought “It won't
hurt to have a look,” so I went outside
and was looking up when a very
bright blue-white object shot across
the sky. It scemed to be very low,
and hcaded for the Larth in a slight
curve like a meteor, yer it seemed to
fluteer, like so” (Mr. Millikan drew
a zig-zag line). ‘It was more or less
like a medium-sized skyrocket, with
a glowing tail. It traveled at a speed
comparable with a toy rocket. Just
before it burned out it turned a de-
cided greenish colour. There was no
sound, and it was visible for perhaps
2-3 seconds. The sky was clear cxcept
for an odd cloud or two.’

“Coincidence?” asks the Australian Saucer
Record. “Perhaps so. But we must stretch
the coincidence a little further. Fifteen min-
utes later, some people in Adelaide saw a
cigar-shaped object ‘giving off a reddish
glow,” which cannot be accounted for. A
few more such cases would forge a valuable
link in the chain of evidence.”

The Adelaide Advertiser reported the
aforementioned sighting on December 28,
1955. This account was paraphrased by the
Record, as follows:

“A cigar-shaped object giving off a
reddish glow was seen in the Northern
sky over Adelaide last night. Mr.
L. E. Grant of Percy Street, Chelten-
ham, said he and a friend had seen the
object about 16:30 pan. and watched
it for scveral minutes. A smaller
similarly shaped object had detached
itself from the main body while they
were watching, he added. The object
was also reported by a man who had
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World’s first space clock developed by the Hamilton Watch Company records hour, date,
month and year on Earth and planet Mars, is symbolic of man’s destinies in outer space.

seen it from Port Road, Kilkenny.”

From the simple unit of the now-called
Cartwright Saucer Detector, we find the op-
posite extreme—FProject Magnet.

In late 1953, the Canadian Project Magnet
UFO sighting station was established at
Shirley’s Bay, necar .Ottawa. This station—
“manned twenty-four hours a day,” accord-
ing to Harold Greer in the Toronto Daily
Star—contains “the various types of radar,
an ionosphere recorder, a magnetometer to
measure electrical charge, a recording grav-
ometer to measure gravity and a radio set

Google

running full volume at 530 kilocycles to pick
up any radio noise.”

In late August 1954, operators at the sight-
ing station believed they had detected their
first UFO. On August 31, the Assistant Min-
ister of Transport announced that the Proj-
ect Magnet station had been officially termi-
nated.

The most frustrating part of the Project
Magnet story is that no official public re-
ports, conclusions or sightings were ever re-
leased by the Project itself or rhe Canadian
government. This policy would seem to
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largely parallel the American investigation
of these phenomcna.

Early in 1956, the author had occasion to
be in brief correspondence with Wilbert B.
Smith, the Director of Project Magnet for
the Canadian Decpartment of Transport. At
my request, Mr. Smith granted the follow-
ing undated statement.

PROJECT MAGNET
THE CANADIAN
FLYING SAUCER STUDY

Project Magnet was authorized in
December, 1950, following a request
made to the Canadian Department of
Transport by W. B. Smith, for per-
mission to make use of the Depart-
ment's laboratory and field facilities
in a study of unidentified flyving ob-
jects and physical principles which
might appear to be involved.

The program consisted of two parts.
The first part was the collecting of
as much high quality data as pos-
sible, analyzing it, and where possible
drawing conclusions from it. The
second part consisted of a systematic
questioning of all our basic concepts
in the hopes of turning up a discrep-
ancy which might prove to be the
key to a new technology.

Unfortunately, the program was
plagucd by well-meanmg but misguid-
ed journalists who were looking for
spectacular copy, or copy which could
be turned to political account, to such
an extent that both those who were
working on the project and the De-
partment of Transport found them-
sclves in an embarrassed position. Con-
sequently, when the Project Magnet
Report was made and permission
sought to extend the scope, the de-
cision was finally made in 1954 that
this would not be advisable in the
face of the publicity from which the
whole project had suffered.

Project  Magnet was officially
dropped by the Department of Trans-
port in October 1954, although the
Department indicated its willingness
to permit the continued use of labora-
tory facilitics, provided this could be
done at no cost to the public treasury.
The project has been continuing under
these conditions, and to this extent
may be said to have gone under-
ground. The Government of Canada
arc not participants in the Project and
not in any way responsible for its
conclusions.
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The conclusions reached by Project
Magnet and contained in the official
report were based on a rigid statistical
analysis of slghtmg reports and were
as follows: There is 2 91% probability
that at least some of the sightings are
of real objects of unknown origin.
There is about 6o°; probability thar
these objects are alien vehicles. (Alien
meaning not of earthly fabrication.)

The Conclusions based on studies
of the basic physical concepts were
as follows: Many of our fundamental
concepts are inherently ambiguous and
quite a different philosophy can be
built up on the alternatives. Several
of these alternatives lead to much
simpler arithmetic and presentations
which do not have to resort to patch-
work corrcctions to make them all
embracing. Furthermore, some of our
ideas with respect to fields and their
behaviour are wrong.

Recent Project Magnet activities
have dealt with following up any and
all leads. Many of these leads were
dead ends, but a few were quite sig-
nificant and well worth the overall
effort. At the present time a definite
pattern is emerging, and the ground-
work is beipg laid for a new tech-
nology which may literally lead us
to the stars.

W. B. Smith

We have scen that a small, inexpensive
device called the Cartwright Saucer Detec-
tor has been devised to detect UFO's. And
we have secen that such an extensive pro-
gram as Project Magner has been creaved
for the like purpose. Finally, we find that

there have been continual endeavors to for-

ger the restrictions of earthly thought; we
have seen that men have and shall continue
to attempt to project above our constricting
theory that there is only one world—the
globe we live on.

The unfettered minds and individuals
with encompassing foresight shall not be
shackled to conform their being to a hum-
drum consciousness.

True, we may not be ready for the com-
ing challenge—let alone the infinite. But thiy
realization will not keep us from trying and
striving to probc the secrcts of Space.

“. . . the pioncer never has waited, and
never will,” wrote Leonard G. Cramp in
Space, Gravity and the Flying Saucer, “upon
others when he has become inspired by a
new idea.”

Our destiny is before us:

Need we more than ever to look up! =
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chapter 5

Mars--

the

Mystery

- Prlamnet

N SEPTEMBER 6, 1956 the Planet

Mars made its closest approach to’

Earth since 1924. Not until August 1971 will
it again be in such close proximity.

From the inception of the science of
Astronomy, this fearure-ridden disc has,
through the telescope, offered no satisfac-
tion to the inquiring mind. It is probably
regarded as the most unsolved riddle in the
annals of historical astronomy.

Google

Mars, like the other eighr planets com-
pnmng our solar system, orbits around the
sun in an eccentric or elliptical manner. And
unlike Venus, the closest of earth’s plane-
tary neighbors, Mars is the first planet de-
sC ri'mng an orbit outside of the earth’s, The
4200 mile diameter planet is roughly 35 mil-
lion miles distant during its favorable op-
position.

Although Earth-Mars oppositions occur
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Mars photographbed in blue light, left, and red light, at right.
Blue light shows the Mars atmosphere; red light its solid mass.

'.l] Our e L'r_\' two :\.’L‘.Il—'ﬁ :]”q,] wo 'I'I'Il'l“th‘i
apart, only once in 15 to 17 years does an
especially  favorable, or “peak,” approach
come about, This is simply because of the
planet’s orbital  eccenrtricity —sometimes
bringing it closer to earth, at other times
seemingly pushing it away.

While Mars was a “mere”
speaking) 35,120,000 miles away early in
September, 1956, it will be ten million miles

(astronomically

farther distant from ecarth during the next
opposition in November 1958. This outward
movement will continue untl 1963, when
the planet will be ar a distance of 62.3 mil-
lion miles. Then it will begin 1ts mward mo-
tion again, until the inception of a new cycle.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves. Let's
go back ro when astronomers first inten-
sively studied the gle: ll11|rlL orange-colored
disc of the |r||mr Mars .md uumluul i
Let's start with the Mars that has enticed
the imaginations of young and old alike.
PLlIl.;}m it all began \\1u|'| Grovanm V.
Schiaparelli focussed his 8.75-inch re flecting

Trend Boeck . 145 GO 81@

tele scope on the planet one night during the
opposition of 1877. Suddenly the renowned
astronomer glimpsed several Iung and narrow
lines.

These lines he called canali. In his native
language, Signor Schiaparelli’s canali meant
“channels.” But in the translation, much to
the everlasting horror of astronomers, this
word was defined as “canals,” or artificial
waterwavs. By the time of his death in
1910, Schiaparelli had recorded a rtotal of
113 canali.

\lthough the astronomical profession ex-
hibited a dim view of the canal-phenomenon
|){-il1g created by intL'lligL‘nt direction, Schia-
parelli is reported to have said he was care-
ful not to “combar this supposition” that
the canals were the “work of intelligent be-
ings.” But that was only the beginning.

Unquestionably the foremost observer of
the continually {hmgmg surface of Mars
was Percival Lowell. In 1894, Professor
Lowell built the quite adequate Lowell Ob-
servatory at Flagstaff, Anzona—a region un-
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In 1877 Italian astronomer G. V. Schiaparelli
detected several straight and narrow lines on
the surface of Mars. These be called “canali,”
which fostered grear intervest in the so-called
Martian “canals.’  YERKES OBSERVATORY PHOTO

surpassed for the quality of the never-too-
important “secing” conditions, astronomy’s
prime requisite. This observatory rodav 1s
still equipped with its excellent  24-inch
Alvan Clark refracting telescope.

The professor’s findings were dramatic
to say the least. He charted a roral of neas-
ly 700 canals on the face of Mars, some as
much as 3000 miles in length. They inter-
sected, he said. Where they intersected, the
astronomer believed, were the “cities”—
called oases—where the inhabitants gathered
together to be near that ever-precious, and
apparently dwindling, water supply.

Lowell believed that Mars was a dying
planet. The “Martians,” he theorized, were
forced to construct these canals to retard
the warer-vaporation process, and conse-
quently to preserve their civilization,

Perhaps it was just wishful thinking, but
7oo “charted canals” cannot easily be dis-
carded. From 1893 to 1915 Prfof. Lowell
and his staff carefullv studied the planer.

“Mars is inhabited,” Lowell finally con-
cluded. “We have absolute proof.”

The famed French astronomer Eugene M.
Antoniadi-using the j33-inch Meudon tele-
scope where, perhaps significantly, “seeing”
is not so favorable—claimed Lowell was
mistaken, and had misinterpreted a series
of “dots and dashes” for continuous lines.

Another observer, American John E. Mel-
lish at the Yerkes go-inch refractor, said thar
the Martian canals were nothing more than
water-filled cracks and the oases merely vol-
canic crater-pits on the planet’s surface. All
three theories, to some degree, are accepted
today.

Durlng the opposition of 1877, Asaph Hall,
of the Washington Naval Observatory, an-
nounced the discovery of two Martian satel-
lites, or “moons.”

The inner moon—named Phobos—is pos-
sibly five to ten miles in diameter and trans-
its the Martian sky about three times per
24-hour period. Deimos—the outer moon—
is slightly larger and circles the planer once
every six days.

At the tume these “moonlers” were first
observed, such things as “artificial satellites™
and “space stations” were not even dreamed

of. However, the possibility that these satel-

lites are some type of “way station to space”
cannot be denied. Their minute size and
proximity to the planet, as is evidenced by
their ripld velocities, give them an appear-
ance. quite similar to the artificial satelloids
our scientists hope to establish during the
International Geophysical Year of 1957-358.

The noted British scholar, Gerald Heard,
in his Is Another World Watching? (Har-
per and Brothers, New York, 1951) suggested:

“For the flash they [the sartellites]
give—by which their size is gauged
—could come more brightly from a
far smaller body, if that bodv were
for instance a g!eanung globe or disk."

Other puzzling phenomena of our close
\Eﬂanctarv neighbor include the many re-
pgrted observations of mysterious clouds
{:;\ “cloud-like” formations), and lights or
flares,

Astyonomers  at  Lowell  Observatory
viewed), for 70 minutes upon the night of
Decemfber 7th, 1900, a long series of blinking
lights qn Mars.
gsor Lowell believed they could have
1als, while the eminent Professor
'kcring described them as “‘abso-

Ir rtmamed visible fc-r sev-

.'\Ia}- 20th, \
".era] changm in the surface

eral days.
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features of Mars were noted in mid-1gog.

French observers Antoniadi and Jerry-
Desloges found that the wedge-shaped
Syrtis Major had a- pointed tip in that year.
And the Phison Canal appeared “doubled”
on the 14th and 16th of Seprember, but was
its usual single feature on the 15th.

A new complicared canal system radiated
from the unusually elongated Lake of the
Sun. A month earlier, August 23 to 27, a
“vast yellow cloud” covered much of the
region near Trivium Charontis.

December 1911, another “yellow cloud”
appeared, this time south-southeast of Syrtis
Major. It “changed in shape and size” from
November 3 to December 23. Martian clouds
are generally white and dissipate rapidly.

If there are Martians, they must have felt
conspicuous in August of 1924. For thar was
the year when Mars swung around in irs
orbit to a distance of only 34.5 million
miles—nearly one million miles closer than
the 1956 approach.

From the 1oth to the i2th of Ocrober,
1924, clouds appeared to project from the
Marrian surface and covered cthe large region
known as Hellas. The dark areas of Mars
appeared unusually dark. And the northern
polar cap began to break up.

An extremely heavy cloud layer spread
over Mars in 1926. Few canali were reported
during this opposition.

June 4, 1937, Japanese astronomer, Sizuo
Mayeda, observed an “intense flare spot”
near Sithonius Lacus on Mars. At 500 magni-
fications through his 8-inch reflecting tele-
scope, observer Mayeda viewed this phe-
nomenon for a full five minures. He declared
it to be far brighter than the white clouds
or polar caps.

At a meeting of the American Philosoph-
ical Society in April, 1938, Dr. V. M. Slipher,
then Director of the Lowell Observatory,
told the gathering that he had found “evi-
dence of changes in the canal system of
Mars, as if their pattern had been altered
by design.”

Little was heard of Mars for the next few
years, as it slipped away from us. The planet
gradually extended outward in its eccentric
orbit during the war years.

For several years Tsunco Saheki, of the
Japanese Osaka Planctarium, was destined
to observe one of Mars’ oddest phenomenas:
the “flare” anomaly. The noted Saheki has
specialized in studying the Red Planet since
1933. Saheki’s initial sighting was on the
night of December ¢, 1949. when he ob-
served a luminous vellow cloud, 700 miles
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Asaph Hall is the man who discovered Mars'
two miniature wioons in 1877. These satel-
lites bear a strange resemblance to the artifi-
cial satelloids being proposed for use today.
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF YERKES OBSERVATORY

in diameter and 40 miles above the planet’s
surface. It was followed by a “brilliant glow”
lasting several minutes.

His next observation came on December
8, 1951. This time he saw “a sharp, glaring
spot suddenly appear on Tithonius Lacus.”
Saheki described it as being as bright as a
6th magnitude star (about the faintest dot
the human eye can pick out on an excep-
tionally clear night), and “decidedly bright-
er” than the northern polar cap. Although
gradually changing into the appearance of
a large cloud, the “flare” scintillated for
about five minures.

The third and final “flare”™ was viewed in
July, 1954, when the Mars observer saw
Edom Promontorium suddenly brighten for
abour five seconds. Although another astron-
omer, Ichiro Tosaka, missed the “flare,” he
did record the apparent extra brightness of
the region. To this date there has been no
satisfactory explanation for the mysterious
“flares.”

Saheki has suggested the phenomena may
be of volcanic origin. Bur Dr. Dean B.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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These photos of Mars were taken in South Africa in 1939 by Dr. E. C. Slipher. Pictures show

intricate surface detail as well as Martian white polar caps.

McLaughlin, of the University of Michigan,
attempted to discredit this rhenr\ by notmg
that if the great Mount Vesuvius eruption
of 1779 had occurred on Mars, it would
have only had a brightness in the 16th or
17th magnitude range—when observed from
Earth—almost inconspicuous to the largest
teiescope Dr. McLaughlin Suggests explor-
ing the possibility that these “flares” may be
only sunlight reflected from lce-crystals in
the planet’s upper armosphere.

A far more daring explanation involves the
theory of the phenomena being created by
the detonations of atomic or hydrogen de-
VICES.

The late John J. O'Neill, former amateur
astronomer and science editor of the New
York Herald Tribune, analyzed Saheki's
earlier report. Had the phenomenon been of
artificial nuclear reaction, he reasoned, we
are faced with two possibilities. The first is
that it was the detonation of an atomic war-
head on an experimental guided missile di-
rected from the earth. (This is, at present,
considered highly unlikely. According to
latest indications, the Intercontinental Bal-
listics Missile has yer to be developed.) And,
secondly, the P(]ESlbl]Il'}? that intelligent be-
ings on Mars discharged the device (or de-
vices).

The science editor concluded that the
phenomenon “remains a mystery.”

Google
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In 1953 the International Mars Committee
was organized to develop a program for the
forthcoming 1954 and 1956 oppositions. It
consisted of an informal group of astron-
omers, mctcuro](lgists, astm-physiciscs, and
other cxperts.

The Lowell Observatory at Flagstaff was
designated as the co-ordinating center for
the project. The observatories of Bosscha
(Java), Kodaikanal (India), Helwan
(Egypt), Lamont-Hussey (South Africa),
Pic du Midi (France), and Eva Peron (Ar-
gentina) were officially active in the pro-
gram.

An additional 10 observatories—five in the
United States, two in Japan, and one each in
South Africa, New Zealand and Australia
—cooperated unofficially. The American sta-
tions included Mount Wilson and Palomar.

A Lowell Observatory expedition to the
University of M:chlgan s Lamont-Hussey
Observatory at Bloemfontein, South Africa,
was sponsored by The Nartional Geographic
Society in 1954. It was headed by Dr. E. C.
Slipher, brother of the previously mentioned
V. M. Slipher.

Their objective was to obtain as much
information as possible on both the atmos-
phere and surface features. To do this, the
“Mars Patrol”—as the group was officially
known—distributed special lenses, filters and
film plates to its members. The filters con-

Flying Saucers

/hen




sisted of the colors light-blue, vellow, and
red. The blue filters enabled photographs
to be taken of only the planet's atmospheric
belts, while the vellow and red filters pene-
trated the atmosphere to show surface detail.

It is difficult to cstimate to what extent
the cooperating observatories were successful
in their programs. The findings of many of
the foreign projects are still unknown.

However, it is known that Dr. E. C. Sliph-
er did take some 20,000 photographs of the
mysterious planet—many in full color—
through the 27-inch Lamont-Hussey refrac-
tor at South Africa. Of these 20,000 photos,
50 percent are of a very high quality, and
about 70 percent were described as “ex-
tremely useful.”

On the other side of the world, the Mount
Wilson Observatory, near Pasadena, Calif.,
focused both its 60 and 10o-inch reflectors
at the mystery planet. Astronomers Robert
S. Richardson and Edison Perttit logged
aboutr two hours observing time on each of
20 different “good” nights. (Good, of course,
referring to the so-called “good™ scecing
conditions.)

Using a Mitchell motion picture camera,
the pair took a total of 4700 yellow-filter
and 3200 blue-filter pictures utilizing both
large telescopes. A one-third-inch image of
Mars was recorded on the motion picture
film. However, probably because of the
proximity of the planet to the horizon. only
40 percent of the pictures were rated as
“above fair” to “good.”

The Drs. Richardson and Pettit may have
becn the first to record a new and rather
odd type of Martian phenomenon. Appear-
ing only in the blue filter pictures—as it was
strictly an atmospheric phenomenon—a pe-
culiar “IW-shaped cloud” covered an arca
on the edge of Mars of ncarlv 1100 miles.

But the mysterious object was in still an-
other way unusual. First photographed  at
Mount Wilson on June znd of 1954. it was
later photographed (the same W -shape) by
Dr. Slipher at Bloemfontein from June 20
to July 4, an unheard of length of time for a
cloud to stay in existence. Dr. Shipher
voiced the belief thar the cloud may have
“reformed” every aftcrnoon and dissipated
each evening.

The Mount Wilson astronomers discov-
ered that bright spots, or “knobs” were
centered at the three intersections of the
W. They were found to generally corre-
spond to the oases of Hebes Lacus, Tithonius
Lacus, Ascraeus Lacus and Arsia Silva. Stems
of the W-shape scemmed to connect to the
canals of Ulysses and Fortunae.

Undoubtedly the most dramatic change
of any Martian surface feature was in the
canal of Thoth, or Thoth-Nepenthes. Here,
in the relatively short period of one Martian
year (687 days), this canal-like feature
changed into an area twice the size of our
isle of Madagascar, rivaling almost any out-
standing feature on Earth.

Good ‘“sceing” conditions prevailed at
Bloemfontein, South Africa, where the Na-
tional Geographic-Lowell Observatory ex-
pedition had been sent. An unusual number
of the canals stood out to the eyes of ob-
servers. Dr. Slipher, regarded as one of the
world’s foremost authorities on Mars, re-
ported that onc canal ran for 1500 miles
withour a bend. Occasionally one canal
would run directly through another—
“something no sensible river would do.”

Farly in 1956, the author called Dr. Sliph-
er at the Lowell Observarory. (As the vear's
opposition was not due until the coming
Scptember, the astronomer was scheduled to
remain at Lowell until late spring or carly
sumimer.)

“Do you believe the expanded scope of
the 1956 ‘Mars Program’ will prove, with
some degree of finality, #f Mars is inhab-
ited?” the author asked.

“Not dircctly,” Dr. Slipher replied.

The reason for this, he told me, was that
the primary function of the International
Mars Committee is to obrain the best pos-
sible mecasurements of the planet’s atmos-
pheric composmon, temperature readings
and variations, dctails of surface features
and a myriad of other objectives too numer-
ous to mention. When all of the final dara
is in and corrclation and analyses have taken
place, then we may have “the answer.”

Mentioning the canali enigma, Dr. Slipher
told me that many astronomers hold the
view that the canals are definitely not of
intelligent  construction. “But,” he added,
“it is cqually difficule to cxplain them as
natural features.”

The author injected a rather touchy ques-
tion by asking the astronomer to estimate
the percentage probability of the canals
being intelligently constructed.

“Under fifty percent,” was the reply.

In attempring to pin him down to a more
specific answer, | suggested a 25 percent
probability. Dr. Slipher responded in the
atfirmartive.

Contacting Dr. Robert S. Richardson, at
the Mount Wilson Observatory office in
Pasadena, I put the same question to him.

He took the conservative vicwpoint. by
saving there was no “proof™ that the Martian
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canals were anything bur a natural phenom-
ena. He did say, however, that he had scen
three canals—describing them as “streaks”—
during one of his abservations in July, 1954.

In his book, Exploring Mars (McGraw-
Hill Book Co., Inc.,, New York, 1954), Dr.
Richardson commented upon the intriguing
W -shaped cloud.

Mars, he pointed out, is named after—un-
fortunately! —the god of war. And the letter
W “immediately suggests the word War...”
But that wasn’t all.

The astronomical telescope, as most of us
know, inverts the image. Therefore the ob-
ject would actually, if viewed correctly, be
the letter M—for Mars?

“We shudder,” added Astronomer Rich-
ardson, “when we think of the impact this
information will have on that part of the
population of the Unired States who write
letters to astronomers!”

Still writing on the Martian cloud, the au-
thor commented regarding the W -shape:

“White clouds have been photo-
graphed on Mars many times before,
but so far as I can discover they have
been of irregular form and have lasted
for only a few days. What conditions
on Mars could have produced linc-like
markings a thousand miles in length
that remain fixed in position for a
month or more?”

Elsewhere in his fine book, Dr. Robert S,
Richardson deplores the lack of acceprable
photographs of the canal-phenomenon. But
he added that since such relatively long
durations are required to photograph the
planet, usually from one to five seconds,
these intricate lines would expectedly be
blurred on photographic plates. The eye, of
course, can catch such fleeting objects in
a fraction of a second.

But while rummaging through some lan-
tern slides at Mount Wilson after writing
the foregoing and yet pnor to its publica-
tion, Dr. Richardson said in addendum, he
found a faded envelope containing four lan-
tern slides from Dr. E. C. Slipher at Low-
ell. The photographs were taken in 19og and
1916, Several of the 1916 photographs showed
definite “streaks.”

An opinion had apparently changed.

“One doesn't have to imagine these
streaks,” wrote Dr. Richardson. “They are
in plain sight for all to see.”

What about 1956?

It takes years to thoroughly examine and
collate astronomical dara. For this rcason

Google

only an extremely minute percentage of in-
formation is available -at the writing, and
this is probablv incomplete. Undoubtedly
the most promising new devclopments for
1956 are the three newlv unveiled devices
to simultaneously view and photograph the
planctary phenomcna.

These devices employ a TV-like system,
of great light-gathering ability and resolu-
tion. The light from an astronomical body
is focused upon an image-orthicon tube and
then is photo-amplified and projected on a
kinescope screen.

The greatest advantage of such a system
is its tremendous light amplification. It can,
for example, “make” a 200-inch telescope
out of the Yerkes' go-inch refractor.

For something like Mars, it will mean that
photographic exposure time can be cut to
about 14;th to 4th of a second, a fraction
of the time now used for direct-plate phorog-
raphy. And that is only the beginning. It is
difficult to estimate at this time how far the
svstem may be perfected even in the near
future.

This “Lumicon” and kindred devices,
many astronomers feel, are the only hope
of rcsnlving the canali-mystery without first
going to Mars. The extremely brief exposure
durations may casily “catch” the brief pe-
riods of super-secing, when the intricate
lines of Mars’ surface stagger some astro-
nomical imaginations.

These TV-like systems were used during
the peak 1956 opposition, and are in usc at
this writing. If these devices are as satisfac-
tory as now believed, much new knowledge
of the mystery planet may be revealed at
any moment.

In 1956, as in 1954, Dr. E. C. Slipher again
headed the Lowell Observatory-National
Geographic expedition to the South African
observatory. It is unlikely that there will be
an announcement of any findings prior to
this book’s publication.

Thousands of amateur astronomers and
amateur astronomer groups throughout the
world spent endless hours observing the Red
Planet. Unlike other hobbyists, most amateurs
are recognized as accurate and valuable ob-
servers, and have contributed much over
the years to the study of our planetary
neighbors. Their instruments are not usually
large, ranging from 6- to 12-inches in diam-
eter, but of unexcelled quality for their size
of aperture. The larger telescopes of the
professional obscrvatories magnify the ar-
mospheric turbulence and “poor sceing” as
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A series of pbotos of the planet Mars taken by Astronomer Gerard Kuiper. Many times photo-
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Drawing of Mars in 1924 by Astronomer R. ]. Trumpler clearly shows the network of “eanals.”

well as the Martian disc itself, so their use-
fulness is e.‘ctremely limited. For this reason,
the zoo-inch Hale telescope atop Mount Pal-
omar is virtually never turned towards the
enigmatic planet,

One group comprising professional and
amateur astronomers alike is known as the
Association of Lunar and Planetary Observ-
ers. Their bi-monthly journal, The Strolling
Astronomer, publishes the reports and ob-
ser'.-arinps as they are communicated to the
association.

So far, these are the findings for 1956
concerning Mars:

From mid-August, a gigantic yellow dust
cloud spread over nearly half the planet’s
visible surface, nhscnrmg much inrricate de-
rail. It has been described as the most violent
dust-storm in astronomical annals of obser-

Google

vations of Mars. Dr. Sadao Murayama, of
the Tokyo National Science Museum, first
observed the cloud when 1400 miles long
and 300 miles wide, on August 16.

A one-second “flash of white light” was

tted on the eastern edge of the Martian
disc (near Ausonia) on August 25 by ama-
teur astronomer R. R. Richardson, Jr. After
the flash, the astronomer said, a white spot
extended “beyond the limb,” and remained
visible for a toral of 30 minutes,

On August 3o, University of Chicago
astronomer, Dr. Gerard P. Kuiper, reported
that a “dust cloud,” invisible the night be-
fore, took a form 1000 miles in It:ngth and
30 miles wide. He observed this “unusual
phenomenon” from the McDonald Observa-
tory of the University of Texas.

The following day, he said, the cloud

Flying Saucers

2 limb



elongared ro a lengrh of 3000 miles and had
a width of 250 miles in the strange shape
of the letter “W."

From Auckland, New Zealand, amateur
astronomer R. A. Mclntosh reported the
Martian ice cap melted three months earlier
than usual in 1956. He said this would
“create some excitement.”

In Japan, Dr. Michikazu Onishi sighted
several of the elusive “canals” in the planet’s
northern hemisphere, at Kobe. He also ob-
served several “white clouds” near the polar
regions.

Tsuneo Saheki of the Osaka Observatory
described a comet-like object necar Mars.

1926 photos of Mars taken in ultra-violet and
infra-red light. The balved images show
apparent density of Martian atmosphere.

Other astronomers voiced doubt that the
phenomenon may have been a comer.

Drs. Robert S. Richardson and Robert
Leighton took several thousand color pho-
tographs of Mars through the Mount Wilson
Observatory’s 60- and 1oo-inch telescopes.
One project was the hope of discovering if
Mars had a third satellite. No data has so
far been revealed. :

At the Western Amateur Astronomers
convention Aug. 30, 1956, ar Flagstaff, Ari-
zona, the site of the Lowell Observatory,
Research Chemist Wells A. Webb told the
gathering that he believed the Martian canals
were created by life on the planer.

He related how he compared the reported
canal-pattern of Mars ro known phenomena
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of accidental or intelligent crearion: spider-
webs, mud-crack fissures, communications
patterns, and the ilk.

Mud crack fissures intersected in threes,
spider web strands in fours. But, Webb
said, only man-made arteries, such as rail-
road patterns, gathered in higher numbers
like the canals. All of which brings this
rather meager information as much up to
date as possible.

When all the dara is in; when the new
observations are correlated and placed in
their proper perspective; then the informa-
tion unveiled by recent scientific approaches
to resolving the Martian mysteries are ex-

Several astromomers bave reported seeing
strange lights at certain times on Mars. As
yet, no one knows what causes the lights.

amined, re-examined, and placed in the light
of the latest knowledge on the subject—
then the world may learn for the first time
if Mars is inhabited by intelligent life. But
more likely we shall have to await newer
knowledge and further discoveries in this
fascinating field.

Soon we may learn if the canals are only
optical illusions, misinterpretations of nat-
ural surface markings and fissures, lichen,
or cobwebs before tired eyes . . .

Soon we may learn if Percival Lowell,
the pioneer, was right when he told the
world: “Mars is inhabited. We have ab-
solute proof.”

Or we may have to wair until we ger
there. ]
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Artist's conception of a disc-shaped airfoil
the Air Force is reputed to have on the
drawing board. If practical, this “flying sau-
cer” may soon be seen traversing our skies.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO
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HE FLYING saucer investigation agen-

cy of the United States Air Force—
Project Blue Book—states thart it has received
less than ten thousand UFO reports since
the inception of the first such investigative
unit—Project Sign—back in 1947. These re-
ports, however, are from qualified observ-
ers and of umconventional objects. Or, in
the words of Major General John A. Sam-
ford, Director of Intelligence for the Air
Force: “Credible observers have sighted rel-
atively incredible objects.”

But just how accurate is the “less than
ten thousand” figure? Not very, by any
means. The hundreds of thousands of news-
paper reports, for example, are not included
in this list. And unless UFO’s happen to be
reasonably “hot” at the time, most news
media will play down the reports. A leading
news service—the Associated Press—has re-
peatedly declared that it will not dis-

tch reports without the availability of
several reliable witnesses or additional sub-
stantiation. Some of the world’s leading
dailies—the New York Times and London
Times for-examples—have adopted a virtual
“hands off” policy almost withour exception.

One wonders what becomes of the count-
less UFO reports made by citizens to
Ground Observer Posts and Air Defense
Filter Centers. They obviously are not
officially—or at least publicly—recorded at
Air Technical Inrelligence Center, Ohio,
where Blue Book is located; nor are they
apparently listed by the Office of Public
Information at the Pentagon.

An indication of the unofficial—and not
public—activity ultimately reaching ATIC
was related by the Los Angeles Times on
September 13, 1956.

It told of a Hollywood resident who
received strange telephone calls during the
night. When this person would get up to
answer his recently installed telephone an
excited “I want to report a flying saucer!”
usually blasted in his ear.

And the calls continued.

“It began to drive me nuts,” he told the
Times. “lt went on for a week. I was seeing
flying saucers in my sleep—what sleep 1
got.”

The perturbed and exhausted recipient of
the nerve-shattering calls—a television writer
by profession—finally queried the telephone
company. He got his answer.

Qriding fi 0MmM
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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Five photos of a UFO snapped by George ]. Stock as the object reportedly passed slowwly over
his bome in Passaic, N.]., on July 29, 1952, Intensive research failed to indicate that the photos
may bave been faked. PHOTOS COURTESY AUGUST C. ROBERTS, 443 OGDEN AVE., JERSEY CITY

Flying Saucers

Google



Trend Book 145

65



Cropped photos of 16 mm
frames showing search-
light beam striking UFO
over Cincinnati in 1949,
PHOTOS COURTESY JOHN OTTO.
PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE
FROM LEONARD STRINGFIELD

Hyi!l'l_q_ Saucers




The number was still listed in the tele-
phone directory as the Ground Observer
Corps of Hollywood. It had recently bcen
discontinued and reassigned to the sieepless
Wfltel'

“So if .you see a flying saucer,” cautioned
the Los Angeles Times. “Call the Pasadena
Air Defense Filter Center. They're used
to it.”

Yes—they’re used to it.

So are all Filter Centers. And Ground
Observer Posts. And newspapers. And the
Air Force.

But they won’t admit it. Not publicly.
Nincteen-hundred and fifty-four proved to
be a good example in question.

By mid-year, the Pentagon told the press
that the Air Force was receiving an average
of less than 18 UFO reports per month.

Then Leonard H. Stringfield called ATIC
at Dayton. (L.en Stringfield is a noted Cin-
cinnati  UFQ  researcher and advertising
executive. He served with Air Force Intelli-
gence during the Second World War.)

He talked with Colonel John O'Mara,
Deputy Commander of Intelligence for the
Air Technical Intelligence Center. Colonel
O’Mara confirmed that the ATIC was still
receiving UFO reports. Quite a few, in fact.

Seven hundred per week, Stringfield was
told.

And it must be emphasized that ATIC
is the prime center for UFO reporting. The
entire investigation and correlation of un-
identified aerial phenomena reports come
within its jurisdiction,

Who should have the facts—ATIC or
someone at the Pentagon?

It is impossible to estimate as to what

rcentage of Americans believe they have
sighted a UFO (or UFQO'’s) at one time or
another during their lives. But whatever
it is, that percentage is believed to be large.
Most of us find it uncommon to discuss the
topic among a small group and not discover
someone who has spotted a UFO. Even
discounting ninety-nine per cent of these
sighting reports, a fantastic residual of un-
explained sightings remain.

Professional astronomers arc a bloc often
believed to be vehemently anti-UFQ. This
has been largely because only those who
impetuously  consider the subject pre-
posterous have commented to any degree
on it. The greatest majority of these astron-
omers prefer to follow the general conserva-
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tive precept of not entangling with such a
conjectural and controversial phenomena.

But the pro-ranks are growing.

tlyde W. Tombaugh is the only living
astronomer to have discovered a planet—
Pluto. And he has witnessed an unexplain-
able aerial event.

At about 10:45 p.m. on August 20, 1949,
the astronomer was gazing skyward outside
his home. at Las Cruces, New Mexico, with
his wife and mother-in-law, when they un-
expectedly caught sight of six or eight

rectangular, greenish lights. They were
tra\ersmg the sky, he later recounted at

a steady wlocnry 'And there was “no sound
whatever.”

Professor Tombaugh said some type of
object, apparently cigar in shape, was sil-
houetted against the dark sky. Several ac-
counts have indicated that he belicved the
pattern of lights were two rows of windows.

“In all of my scveral thousand hours of
sky-watching,” the astronomer is quoted
by Aimé Michel in The Truth About Flying
Saucers, “l have never scen anything so
strange as this ., "

Except for amateurs, astronomers are not
notorious sky gazers. Most of their work is
done at the end of a large telescope tube,
and in dome-capped buildings. Even visual
observations no longer account for the ma-
jority of an astronomer's time. Photographic
surveys and spectroscopy comprise the bulk
of his present activity.

The field of view of the larger telescopic-
instruments is extremcly limited. And if
by some sheer piece of a chance a UFO
should transit this narrow field it would, in
all likelihood, be cither too out of focus or
its apparent velocity too greatly magnified
to be even moticeable.

Nevertheless, a superficial study was un-
dertaken several years back by Project Blue
Book to determine the approximate num-
ber of professional and noted astronomers
who belicved they had sighted UFO's.

The answer, according to Edward J.

rRuppclt in The Reports on Unidentified

Flying Objects, was that some cleven per
cent fell into the caregory of UFO spotters.

But the object of this chapter is not to
cstimate the number of people—or astron-
omers, although many belicve they are peo-
ple—who have sighted, or believe they have
sighted, unidentified acrial objects.

Its purpose rather is to summarize a num-
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ber of the better, more conclusive, and
representative UFQ sighting reports,

These selections haven't been casy. And it
should be remembered that the bulk of the
sighting reports collected by the varied
world governmental investigating agencies
are locked securely away from prying cyes
and public acceprance.

Thercfore, the twofold prime requisites
the author has followed in compiling the
few reports are as follows:

1. The competency, experience and num-
ber of observers to the respective phenom-
ena.

2. And accuracy of the reports. Wherever
possible, the descriptive narratives will be
c\pre%cd directly by the observer. Other-
wise, the rellabtlltv and uluc(.m'ln of the
source is taken heav ilv into consideration.
And where newspaper accounts are repro-
duced, superficial research at least has taken
place to verify accuracy of the reports. In
some cases the incidents and dara are con-
densed from published paraphrased Project
Blue Book reports and files.

These sclected reports have been gleaned
by the author from hundreds of sourccs.
’I?hey represent some of the most compre-
hensive available. They deserve intensive
reflection. Read them . . . And wonder!

It's news when a lot of people see a flying
saucer, It’s news when an astronomer sights
an unidentified airborne object. And iUs
news when a relatively spectacular phe-
nomenon takes place. But what happens
when all these occur before we had such
aerial contraptions as airplanes, dirigibles
and the ilk?

We shall soon sce. For they did happen
—in 1882!

The noted astronomer Walter Maunder
—Sccretary of the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety from 1892 to 1897—took a position on
the roof of the Greenwich Observatory at
dusk on November 17 ro wartch for the
commencement of an auroral display, which
he believed would accrue from a magnetic
storm of that day.

He saw the expected display. And he saw
something clse.

For their sooth anniversary issue of The
Observatory for May 1916, the editors asked
Maunder to describe the most remarkable
experience or sight that he could remember.

He told of November 15, 1882

The auroral glow spread over the north-
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west that evening, he recalled. Nothing of
the unusual was noted.

“Then, when the display seemed to be
quicting down,” Astronomer Maunder re-
counted in T'le Observatory, “a great cir-
cular disc of greenish light suddenly ap-
peared low down in the E. N. E., as though
it had just risen, and moved across the sky,
as smoothly and steadily as the Sun, Moon,
stars and planets move, but nearly a thou-
sand times as quickly. The circularity of its
shape when first seen was merely the effect
of fore-shortening, for as it mov cd it length-
ened out, and when it crossed the meridian
and passed just above the Moon its form
was almost that of a very clongated ellipse,
and various observers spoke of it as ‘cigar-
shaped,” ‘like a torpedo,” or a ‘spindle’ or
‘shutdle.” Had che incident occurred a third
of a century later, beyond doubt evervone
would have selected the simile—-it would
have been “just like a Zeppelin' Afrer cross-
ing the meridian its length scemed to con-
tract, and it disappeared somewhar to the
south of the west point. Its entire passagre
took less than two minutes to complete.

“l watched for several hours longer, bur
no repetition of the phenomenon occurred,
A pale greenish glow fringing the upper
cdge of the great London smoke cloud in

‘the north was observed but showed little,

if any, strucrure or movement.

“The ‘torpedo,” on the other hand,” he
continued, “was many times brighter than
this northern glow . . . and it had a most
clearly defined outline, but a plain and uni-
form surface. The greatest length which it
presented was about 30°; its breadth was
from 2° to 3° . .. (about 65 times the size
of the moon).

“This ‘torpedo-shaped” beam of light was
unlike any other celestial objeet T have ever
seen .

“lIt appeared to be a definite body, and
the inference which some observers drew
from this was that it was a mereor . . . But
nothing could well be more unlike the rush
of a great metcor or fireball with its intense
radiance and fiery train than the steadv—
though fairly swift—advance of the ‘torpedo.’
There was no hint of the compression of
the atmosphere before it, no hine that the
miateer composing its fronr part was in any
way more strongly heated than the rest of
its substance . .

In all objecuvity, it must be stated that
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Maunder felt the phenomenon might have
been the cffect of the auroral display. But
could anything clse have been hypothet-
ically advanced at that time?

If the object was, in fact, of physical
cxistence--and such descriptions as “it had a
clearly defined outline” and “appeared to
be a definite body” would scem to indicate
thusly—the craft may have followed the
clectro-magnetic influence, as would have
resulted from the aurora, with possibly the
objective of scientific research,

And whatever it was, it was huge.

The Philosophical Magazine for 1883
summarized and correlated 26 “reliable” ob-
servational reports. It concluded that the
object maintained alticude at 133 miles, and
had a velocity of 10 miles per seccond—
36,000 miles an hour!

In an carlier issuc of The Observatory—
apparently shurtlv after the phenomenon
occurred—Maunder said the object had a
“remarkable dark marking down the center.”

Another astronomer, J. Rand Capron, was
able to focus a spectroscope on the object.
Here, however, the result must be consid-
ercd incomplete or insignificant. The sci-
ence of spectroscopy was not really de-
veloped to grear accuracy and theory until
carly in the rwentieth century. And in chis
case it is difficult to say whether or not
the brightness of the object was from inci-
dent (direct) or reflected light; if reflected
it could have easily have been sun or auroral
light. Finally, in the magazine Narure,
Capron admitted that he could determine
little with the spectroscope because of the
intense 1oon  lighe.

And cnnscqucntlv almost all of England
and portions of Holland and Belgium saw
somcthing in 1882 which, to this date, re-
mains unidentificd. .

All was quiet on April 4. 1942, when a
group of French soldiers led by Caprain
l.ouis lLe Pricur, arrived at the Quallen
Garrison in the Adrar-Fn-Abnet, located
near the Tropic of Cancer in the Sahara
Desere. The garrison was maintained by a
detachment of ten camel-riders, a metcor-
ologist named Martin, and two radio oper-
ators.

The account to follow was narrated by
Aimé Michel in The Truth About Flying
Saucers.

“We had been there a few days,” says
Captain Le Pricur, “when one morning the
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mctcnrnlnglst N.C.O. came in and drew my
attention to a kind of ‘planct’ which had
appeared in the cloudless sky immediately
above the fort. The object was visible to
the naked cve and looked like a small
aluminum speck. There were about forty
of us and we saw it quite plainly, as the
atmosphere was perfectly clear.

“When we  examined it more closely
through our ficld glasses and the telescope
of a theodolite, the ‘planct’ looked like a
small moon or a five-franc picce. It had
a pale merallic glint and seemed to be sus-
pended at an altitude of 15,000-18,000 feer.

“It appcared to be motionless, but pro-
longed examination with the theodolite re-
vealed that it was slowly rotating. \We
counted three complere revolutions in eight
hours.

“The next morning it was still there
immediately overhead, and we began to take
it for granted, assuming that it must be a
stray star or a new sarcllite ateracted by
the gravitational pull of the earth, for at
that time flying saucers had not been heard
of. At dawn on the third day, there was
no sign of it.”

The Caprain continued:

“Algiers  University was consulted for
some time later land) it informed us that
the objecct we had scen was nothing but the
star Vega.

“This explanation struck us as unexpected
and improbable. as a star does not remain
for two whole days in the same spor, im-
mediately overhcad and so closc as to be
examined at leisure with an ordinary tele-
scope! I have often wondered whar could
have been the nature and origins of the
strange disc with its metallic gleam, and
what could have caused it to remain in the
sky above that semi-lunar Sahara landscape
where nothing of interest is to be scen apart
from the small fort. \Was it the proximity
of its shortwave transmitter, or of the iron
deposits ar In Ziza, 15 miles to the south
(which could well be the carrier of great
magneric activity), or was it merely due
to the unaccountable workings of chance?™

Aircraft, balloon, mirage, hallucination-
what could have caused the specracle? Cer-
tainly the former three can be immediately
discarded; no object or craft stays mation-
less for hours or davs on end. The continu-
ously varying weather conditions over a des-
crt area constantly change, discounting the
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Carl Hart, Jr., said be took this picture of the famous “Lubbock (Texas) Lights”
on the night of August 30, 1951. The pbenomenon remains a complete mystery,

possibility of an inversion refraction. And
what mirage or hallucination—simultaneous-
ly observed by forty men—exhibits “a pale
metallic glint” and completed three “revo-
lutions in eight hours™?

Perhaps it was a misidentification of a
conventional object—a flying saucer, for
example.

Author Michel—a former science editor
of the French National Radio Nerwork—
reasoned that “there is at least one element
of capita] importance in the QOuallen sight-
ing—the dare.” And he concludes, “If these

. objects were haunting the sky not U“l'v' in

1942, but [earlier] . . ., it is lnng odds that
they come—or at any rate some of them
come—from elsewbere.”

A series of strange phenomena plagued
the greater Cincinnati area in late 194y
and e.lrh' s0. And rthey were more than
mere UFO ﬁlghnns:*- for qualificd observers
and scientists repeatedly  witnessed  the
anomalous occurrences, and rhese phenomena
were, at times, photographed on 16mm mo-
tion picture film. Bur whar makes it espe-

Google

cially unusual-and somewhat intriguing—
is the fact all of these observartions were
made of objects caught in arc searchlight
beamis! And they were viewed by thousands
of local residents.

The noted UFO researcher, Leonard H.
Stringfield, Director of Civilian Research,
[mcrp]ancmn Flying ()h]ectq. Cincinnari,
Ohio, has compiled-quite a log of dam of
these sightings, and feels they present “more
proof that ‘saucers’ exist” and “proof they
are controlled.”

Stringfield’s summarization of the incidents
was published in CRIFO Newsletter, the
monthly periodical he edits. Here is one
of the most conclusively dramatic and in-
tensely correlated sequences of events to
have ver occurred:

Iulluumg is the ]t:-g of Sgt. Donald R.
Berger's operations w ith searchlighe, rrack-
ing an unidentified object over Cincinnati
from August 19, 1949 to March 10, 1950.

“Aug. 19, 1949. Place: St. Peter and Paul
Church, Norwood, Ohio, 1015 to 2300 hours,
While operating for festival, picked up ob-
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ject at 1585 mils elevation. The object was
stationary, appearing as a glowing disc.
When I moved the searchlight away the
object continued to glow. Fstimated range:
4 to 5 miles. The skv was clear with thin
haze at high altitude. 1 took no action, but
the next day articles appeared in two local
papers re: object.

“Sept. 11, 1949. Place: St. Gertrude
Church, Madeira, Ohio. 1915 to 2315 hrs.
Picked up object at 15,000 to 20000 ft. at
1620 mils elevation. The object disappeared
within few seconds, traveling straight up.
I picked it up again at much greater altitude.
Then, when 1 changed carbons 1 lost it
again until 2115 hrs. As soon as it reappeared,
I phoned \Wright-Parterson Field. The sky
was clear with no visible clouds or haze.
Several thousand people also saw object.

“Sept. 17, 1949. Place: Milford, Ohio. 1900
to 2000 hours. Testing the scarchlight about
dusk, I had it set at 1600 mils. [ could see
an object which looked like a white glow.
When 1 turned the light off, T could sce
nothing. 1 did this scveral times. As soon
as it became dark | turned on the light at
same elevation and caught object in the
beam.

“Qct. 23, 1949. Place: St. Peter and Paul,
Norwood. 1915 to 2245 hrs. [ turned on the
light and picked up object at 1600 mils. Also
present were William Winkler, Father
Gregory Miller and Robert Linn. Intelli-
gence at Wright-Patterson was informed.
About 2200 hrs, two distinct groups of
triangular-shaped objects seemed to come
out of the main disc. Each group had about
five objects. They came down the beam then
turned out of the beam. The same perform-
ance was repeated about half hour later.
The disc was still visible when I turned
out the light for the night.

“Oct. 24, 1949. Place: St. Peter and Paul.
1915 to 2100 hrs. Set light at 1600 mils. The
object appeared immediately in the beam.
A. T. I. C. agent and Lou Gerhart with me
at the time. Held object in beam for about
half hour until covered by clouds.

“Nov. 19, 1949. Place: Norwood, Ohio.
1830 to 2245 hrs. At 1915 hrs. the beam of
the light flashed on the object. Guiding
the light back on the object, it then disap-
peared immediately. About a minute later
I picked it up again much higher. The ele-
vation was berween 1605 and 1610 mils.
Many witnesscs, including William Winkler.
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Sky was covered with low broken clouds.
At times object appeared much brighter.

“Dec. 20, 1949. Place: Norwood, Ohio.
2015 to 2200 hrs. Turned light on at 2015
and picked up object immediately. At first
it was faint and small. As haze cleared,
object brightened. At 2130 it got much
brighter and spread out almost as large as
beam, then disappeared. In a few minutes,
we again picked it up in its original posi-
tion. About 2200 it seemed to get faint, then
disappeared. Present were Dr. D. A. Wells
(U. of Cincinnati Physicist), Dr. Paul
Herget (Astronomer of Cincinnati Observa-
tory), two C. S. I. members, Father Miller,
the mayor of Norwood and S. Myers.

“Jan. 11, 1950. Place: Norwood, Ohio.
1930 to 2115 hrs. Turned on light, but didn't
find object until about 1945 hrs. when haze
blew away. Observed it for about 15 min-
utes, very clearly, then it dimmed. It was
called to my attention that some smaller
objects were passing through the beam. I
saw at least two objects several times. Also
present were William \Vinkler, M/Sgt. R.
Fkleberry, M/Sgt. John Savage and Sgt.
W. Pflucger.

“March ¢, 1950. Place: Norwood, Ohio.
2000 to 2200 hrs. About 2000 I picked up
object with the light. Abour 2045 hrs. two
small objects came out of the disc and it
looked as if the disc was pushed out of the
beam. In about ten minutes, the disc moved
back into the beam. The sky was clear.
Fleven people were witnesscs.

“March 10, 1950. Place: Norwood, Ohio,
1900 to 2300 hrs. Caught object in beam at
1600 mils. At 1945 hrs. the object moved
up and across the beam and disappeared.
Half hour later, object reappeared in beam
in same position. Object stayed in beam
until I wurned light off for the night. Pres-
ent were Father Miller, Capt. Wilks, R.
Myers, Wm. Winkler and others. Capt. Wilks
phoned Wright-Patterson field. Capt. Wilks
watched the object with glasses while 1
moved the light.”

To this series of excellent sighting re-
ports, rescarcher Len Stringfield concludes:

“The cvidence is astounding! Here is
proof of intelligent control; of a parent
craft and its acrial brood watching Freater
Cincinnati. | have witnessed the 25
in the presence of Father Miller, my wife,
saucer-sighter Jack C. Maish and WCPO-
TV employees. 1 have talked with William
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Winkler, now of Detroir, who viewed, thru
telescope, the hovering objecr several times
apart from Sgr. Berger. [ now possess phoro
frames of the film, which show the scarch-
light beam stabbing at the disc-shaped ob-
ject. These are bona fide, with negatives,
and were on display at the Cincinnati Gas
& Flectric Company ‘saucer’ C‘(hlbll’ during
August.

It is all to seldom when really well
qualified obscrvers spot UF(O's; and when
they do, it is rarclv when the sighting is
good enough—or the right type of equip-
ment is at hand—to be of any great objec-
tive value. But this, fortunately, was not
the case on April 24, 1949.

Qualified obscrvers were present—and pre-
pared! Accurate and the right kind of in-
strumentation were available. And the locale
wasn’t exactly unknown cither. Whire Sands
Proving Ground, New Mexico! The coun-
try’s Number One rocket and guided mis-
stle test center. It covers an area of over
5,000 square and barren milcs.

Some of the country’s top flight experts-
in-their-ficld were the “qualified” observers.
These included four enlisted Naval person-
ncl; Charles B. Moore, Jr., balloonist, gradu-
ate engineer, and acrologist; J. Gordon
Vacth, Director of New Weapons and
Systems Division, U. S. Navy Special De-
vices Center, Office of Naval Research, and
Caprain (but then Commander) Roberr B.
McLaughlin, an Annapolis graduate, the
first officer in charge of the Navy Unit at
White Sands, and then working on Top
Sccret guided missile projects.

In his comprehensive volume, 200 Miles
Up, author and aforementioned observer
J. Gordon Vaeth gave a credible account
of the phenomenon. (J. Gordon Vacth—2zo0
Miles Up, Second Edition. Copyright 1955
The Ronald Press Company.)

“At 10:20 a.m. on April 24th this group
. . . released a small 350-gram weather
balloon for observation of upper wind ve-
locities and directions. The balloon was
followed by Moore with the theodolite until
immediately after the 10:30 reading, when
he relinquished the tracking instrument to
look up to find the balloon with the naked
cye.

“Searching the sky for the balloon, he
thought he had found it when he saw a
whitish  spherical  object  right along  the
direction the theodolite was pointed  (45°
elevation and 210° azimuth). The object
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was moving east at a rate of §° of azimurh
change per second.

“When the difference in angle between
the theodolite and the supposed balloon be-
came apparent, Moore took over the theo-
dolire and found the true balloon still chere,
whereupon he immediately  abandoned it
and picked up the unidentified object as it
came out of the sun. At the time, the sun
was at a computed bearing of 60° elevation
and 127° azimuth. The object was moving
too fast to be kepr in the scope through
cranking the theodolite around; one of the
men, therefore, had to point the theodolite
while Moore observed the object through
the telescope.

“The object was an cllipsoid abour 214
times as long as it was wide. Ir had a length
of abour .02° subrended angle and was
gleaming whire in color. It did not have
merallic or reflected  shine. Toward  the
underside near the tail, the gleaming whire
became a light yellow,

“The object, readily visible to the naked
cye and sceen by all’ the members of the
group, filled the ficld of the theodolire's
25-power scope. Irs rapid movement, un-
fortunarely, prevented Moore from obtain-
ing a hard or clear focus, and no good de-
tail was observable.

“The azimuth angle decreased as the
object continued on a north heading (e
originally came out of the southwest). Be-
coming smaller in size, it moved t an
azimuth reading of 20° to 25°, at which
point the azimurh held constant. Coinciden-
tnlly with this constant azimuth, the cleva-
tion angle suddenly increased from 25°
minimum to 29°, at which point the object
was lost to sight. It disappeared in a sharp
climb after having been visible to Moore
and his group for about 60 scconds.

“Fifrcen minutes after the object had
disappeared, Moore sent up another pibal
weather balloon to check wind values. This
balloon burst after an 88-minute flight to
93,000 feet and traveled only 13 miles in a
southerly direction during that time. This
was positive proof that the object could
not have been a balloon moving at such
angular speed below go,ooo feer.

“The object was under conditions of a
cloudless sky and no haze. It lefr no vapor
trail or exhaust. It was observed from an
iwolated mad flar in the New Mexico desert
where there wis extreme quict; no noise of
any kind was heard in connection with the

Hying Saucers



sighting, and there were no cars. airplanes,
or other noises nearby which might have
blotted out sound coming from the object.”

J. Gordon Vacth prefaced this sighting
report by relating that many balloonists
had felt the large Skvhook variety of bal-
loons had often been mistaken for saucers
and therefore indicated little interest in the
reports. Y. . . that is to sav,” wrote Vacth,
“they took little stock in them until April
214th, 1949!”

Concluding this enigmatic report, he said,
“It represents one of the best substantiated
and authentic unidentified object sightings
on record.”

But Caprain R. B. McLaughlin wasn’t
quite so conservative. The UFO had, at one
time during the observation, passed in front
of a mountain range. This gave McLaughlin
and some of the other observers a clew to
its distance and dimensions.

"The object, they estimated, was approxi-
mately 4o feert wide by 100 feet long. Its
altitude was roughly 56 miles—:96,000 feet!
(The world’s altitude record by manned
rocket, held by the Bell X-1 A, is about goooo
feet—or less than onc third of the UFQ'’s
altitudc.)

Not only that, but McLaughlin—an expert
in ballistic missiles—computed the speed of
the object by comparing its altitude and
apparent angular velocity.

And they found it wasn't going slow,
Close to 25000 miles per hour, they caleu-
lated. Seven miles per second.

“1 am convinced,” the former Commander
said of the object in the March 1950 issue
of True magazine, “that it was a flving
saucer, and further, that these disks arc
spaceships from another planet, operated by
animate, intelligent beings.”

Nor was that the only UFO balloon sight-
ing report.

A disc about one-fifth size of the full
moon mancuvered violently as it traversed
the sky over White Sands on April g, 1948.
On another occasion, Captain McLaughlin
saw two miniature discs follow a navy
rocket shortly after takc-off. After a few
moments, he said, they accelerated and
disappeared.

And there was another incident to which
skeptics were completely at a loss to explain,
Some years back the crew of a C-y7 5putrul
two UFQ's come in from the horizon, cir-
cle a balloon at gopoo, then “rapidly
leave.” When the balloon was recovered
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and examined, it was found to be ripped—

By a temperature inversion?

The two pilots of the C-47, according to
former Air Force chief UFO investigator,
Edward J. Ruppele, “now believe in flving
saucers.” (The Report on Unidentified Fly-
ing Objects by Edward J. Ruppelt, Double-
dav, 1956.)

William B. Nash is a senior pilot for one
of the country’s leading airlines. (They have
requested that their name be withheld—
apparently fecling that ﬂvlng saucers and
public relations do not mix.)

He and his co-pilot are two of the rela-
tively few to have spotted UFQO's below
them. This phenomenon greatly—if not
wholly—climinates the possibility of the ob-
jects being “mirages” caused by a temper-
ature inversion refraction or other metcor-
ological phenomena.

Here is Pilot Nash’s account, written
expressly for the author:

“On the night of July 14, 1952, William
H. Fortenberry and myself were ferrying
a DC-4 from New York to Miami. Bill was
in the right-hand cockpit seat, and 1 was in
the left. The night was clear and visibilry
unlimited. The only douds, practically in-
visible to us, were reported to be thin
cirrus, three-tenths, at 20,000 fect.

“We were flying at Booo feet over Chesa-
pe: ake Bay, as we approached Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, which lay about 20 miles ahead of us
on our compass course of 200 degrees mag-
netic. The sun had set an hour earlier. It
was 8:12 pan.

“Suddenly a red brilliance appeared ahead
of us and to our right, alimost on the ground
it seemed, and about ten miles bevond New-
port News, which lay 25 miles ahead and
to the west of Norfolk. We saw it together
at practically the same moment.

“What the hell is that!” one of us re-
marked.

“It didn’t come gradually into view but
rather scemed simply to have appeared on
a sudden.

“Almost immediately we perceived that
the brilliance consisted of six red objects
streaking toward us at tremendous speed,
and obviously well below us. They had the
fiery aspect ‘of hot coals, and appeared to
have about twenty times the brightness of
the city Ilgl'm, of I\urfulk, over which they
passed. Their shapes were clearly outlined
and evidently circular. The edges were well
defined, not phosphorescent or fuzzy in the
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lcast. Their red-orange color was uniform
over the upper surface of cach craft. They
were flying in what appeared to be a
stepped-echelon formation.

“Halfway to us, across the black waters
of Chesapeake Bay, the three front objects
began to slide back and forth over each
other, as though the leader had begun to
decelerate and the second two apparently
were not alerted, or—as pilots say—"loused
up the formation.” (This indication of
“intelligence error” was onc of the things
which convinced us that the craft were
“occupied.”) They scemed to stay below
2000 feet as they shot into a position slight-
ly forward and below us, where they ap-
peared about equal in diameter to the wing-
spread of a DC-3, or roughly 100 fect.

“Suddenly, as we thought they were go-
ing to pass beneath us, their glow diminished.
Then the six coin-shaped objects performed
a maneuver that has amazed us to this day:
together, they flipped up on edge and re-
versed formation, sliding past one another
to do so. When this formation was reversed,
the glow increased, and they shot away from
us almost in the opposite direction, heading
about thirty degrees to the west of their
approach track.

“Immediately two other objects shot into
our view from beneath our right wing, both
bigger and brighter—possibly because they
appearcd to be higher than the others. They
dived at the rear of the others on an apparent
intercept heading.

“Suddenly the original six blinked out—
just as though someone had turned off an
clectric switch. And almost immediately,
the second two blinked out. About one sec-
ond passed and then they all blinked on
again—all together in an in-line formation;
still low, they then streaked across the
western edge of Newport News, and to
about ten miles beyond that.

“After a few scconds a breathtaking up-
ward change of direction took place, and
they shot away at a 45° angle into the sky.
At some extreme altitude they seemed to
blink out again, but separately in a mixed-up
fashion. 1 wondered later if this might indi-
cate that they were one-by-one disappear-
ing into a sort of carrier ship for the small
craft.

“We were stunned to say the least. We
looked all around to see if there were pos-
sibly more, but therc was nothing to be seen.
Both of us have flown more than ten thou-
sand hours, and this was our first experience
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with anything in the sky that we could not
explain. When we realized they were not
coming back, we proceeded to compile some
data while the weird experience was still
fresh in our minds.

“We agreed that when the ‘things’ were
on cdge, their thickness appeared to be about
15 to 20 per cent of their diameters; or 13
to 20 feet thick if the craft were 100 feet
in diameter. The cdges scemed unlit. The
bottoms must have been lighted, for when
the special Air Force investigators inter-
viewed us the next morning, they told Bill
and I that seven other reports had come
to them within thirty minutes after our
sighting, and all from Norfolk describing
six or eight rcd-omngc objects making abrupt
changes of direction in the sky.

“To compute their speed, we necded the
length of time the craft were under observa-
tion and the distance they traversed. By
separately punching an instrument panel
stop-watch we both came up with an esti-
mate of 12 seconds for the total time of
observation. (This is quite a long period
for two former Navy pilots, both of whom
had been trained to identifv aircraft as to
nation, type and number as their like-
nesscs were flashed on a screen for 1/100th
of a second.)

“We increased the time from 12 to 15
seconds to be conservative, which would
make the calculated spced of the UFO’s
somewhat slower. As for distance—we knew
that they had traveled about ten miles
toward us beforc passing over Newport
News and an additional 20 or 30 miles after
they crossed the city and had gone away
from us. Still being conservative, we did
not consider even that distance. We used
only the distance we were certain they had
transited—from Newport News to our po-
sition and back again to Newport News.

“This distance totaled so miles. Fifty
miles in 15 seconds equals 200 miles per
minute—12,000 niles per hour!

“Concluding, we are both convinced
that: —

1. The objects were aircraft manufac-
tured by intelligence.

2. Their performance demonstrated too
much scientific advancement to have reached
such a state without some of the inter-
mediate stages ultimately coming within
public knowledge; therefore we feel thac
they were not developed upon this planct.

3. They were intelligently controlled.
And their performance secemed to indicate

Flying Saucers
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—from their maneuvers plus the fact that
thev were in formation and made intelli-
gence errors--that they were probably op-
crated from within rather than externally
via remote control.”

On September 19, 1952, the North At
lantic Treaty Organization engaged in ex-
tensive naval maneuvers in an undisclosed
region of the North Sea. The mancuvers
were designated “Operation MMainbrace.”

American press photographer, Wallace
Litwin, was taking color photographs of
carrier jet takc-offs aboard the USS Frank-
lin Roosevelt—time unrecorded—when he
saw that a group deck crew and pilots were
watching something. He looked, and saw—

“. .. a silver sphere moving across the sky
just behind a ficet of ships”—wrote Fdward
J. Ruppelt in The Report on Unidentified
Flying Objects.

“The object,” continued Ruppelt, “ap-
peared to be large, plenty large enough to
show up in a photo, so the reporter took
several pictures. They were developed right
away and turned out to be excellent. He
had gotten the superstructure of the carrier
in each onc and, judging by the size of the
object in cach successive photo, one could
see that it was moving rapidlv.”

There was one possible explanation—a
weather balloon,

But none of the ships, it was found, had
dispatched a balloon,

“Navab Intelligence double-checked, rriple-
checked and quadruple-checked every ship
ncar the carrier,” said Ruppelt, “but thev
could find no one who had launched the
UFO.”

For some reason these three priceless,
authenticated color photographs of an un-
identified object—in action—have never been
published. Why?

Nor was the USS Franklin Rooscvelt in-
cident the only sighting during “Operation
Mainbrace.”

An RAF Mleteor jet fighter plane was re-
turning to England during the late morning
of September 19 from the Mainbrace excr-
cises. Three airnen and two othicers of the
British Coastal Command at the Dishforth
Aerodrome, near the Topeliffe Naval Base,
Yorkshire, were watching the plane’s ap-
proach.

As they watched. they saw somerhing clse,
It was subsequently the essence of a report
by the Coastal Command to the Brirish Air
Ministry, The following account, from the
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official report, was published in The Truth
Abour Flying Saucers by Aimé Michel.
Stated Licutenant John W, Kilburn: “It
was 10:53. The meteor was‘coming down
from about 5000 feet. The sky was clear.
the sun shining, visibility  perfect.  The
meteor was crossing the airfield from east
to west. when suddenly I noticed a white
object in the sky. It was round and silvery
and circular, and seemed to be following
the Mereor at about two miles distance at
a speed less than that of the aircraft but on
the same course, though a little above it.
““What on earth is that?’ I shouted. My
friends looked up where 1 was pointing;
one of them said it might be the metal cone
capping of the Meteor’s engine which had
come off, while another thought it was just
a parachute. But while we were still watch-
ing the disc we saw it reduce speed for some
seconds and then begin to come down. As
it lost height, it began to flutter like a leaf
or, if you prefer, oscillate like a pendulum.
The Meteor swerved to circle the airfield
before landing. The object began to follow

- it but stopped dead after a few scconds. It

scemed to remain suspended in the air, re-
volving like a top. Suddenly it took off,
accelerated and flew off westwards at a ter-
rific speed before changing course and dis-
appearing southeast. The whole thing lasted
for about twenty seconds.

“While sull in sight it seemed to change
shape  and become elliptical. During  the
short time it was revolving while stationary,
we could see it shining in the sun. It then
scemed to me about the same size as a pur-
suit plane at the same altitude.

“We are all absolutely certain that there
could be no question of a balloon, or an
optical illusion, or an cffect produced by
the Meteor’s jets. It was a solid object. |
have never scen anything like that in the
sky in all my life.”

On September 20, pilots of a group of six
RAF jet intercepters saw a UFO coming
from the direction of the Mainbrace fleet,
and- attemptred to intercept the “shiny, spher-
ical object,” but it soon outdistanced the
jets. On returning to base, one of the pilots
noticed the UFO had returned—and was fol-
lowing the acrial unit.

Another interception was attempted. And
the objeer vanished into the distance.

“lt was these sighrings, T was told by an
RAF exchange intelligence officer in the

Pentagon.” dectared Ruppele in The Report

on Uwidennified Flvine Objects,” that caused
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Bert Bula of New York City says be saw and photographed three nebulous-like objects

Feb. 16, 1956. Daylight background was dirnmed deliberately.

the RAF to officially rccogmz:. the UFQ.”

At 12:50 p.m. on Ocrobcr 17, 1952, M. and
Mme. Yves Prigent, with their three chil-
dren, were preparing for lunch in their sec-
ond story apartment at Oloron. France. M.
Prigent is the general qupcrmtmdcnt of the
local high school. Jean-Yves Prigent, a son,
was looking out of their panoramic win-
dow, to the north of the city.

“Oh, papa, come look, it's fantastic,” he
suddenly cried out.

And thus began one of the first incidents
involving the so-called enigmatic “Angel’s
Hair.” M. Prigent’'s verbatim account is
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COURTESY AUGUST ROBERTS

contained in, and reproduced from, The
Truth About Flying Saucers by French
science writer, Aime Michel (Criterion
Books, New York, 1956).

“In the north, a cottony cloud of strangc
shape was floating against the blue sky,”
described the school superintendent. “Above,
it, a long narrow cylinder, apparently in-
clined at a 45° angle was slowly moving in
a straight line toward the southwest. 1 esti-
mated its altitude as 2 or 3 kilometers (6 to
10 thousand feet). The object was whitish,
non-luminous, and very distinctly defined.
A sort of plume of white smoke was escap-
ing from its upper end. At some distance in
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about thirty other oh-

front of the evlinder,
jects were Iu”uumu the same trajectory. To
the naked eve, !|1¢\
balls |H|.!1|hh|l1_' |,1||i‘|- of smoke, But with
the help of n|u1.l.:._1|.|-wu It was [uhkilah to

appeared as fearureless

make out a central red sphere, surrounded
by a sort of yellowish ring inclined at an
angle. The angle was such as to conceal al-
most entirely the lower part of the central
while surface.

sphere, revealing its upper

['hese ‘saucers’ moved in pairs, following a
reneral by

When two saucers

broken path characrerized in
rapid and short zigzags.
anorher, a whinish

drew away from one

streak, like an clectric are, was produced be-

tween them.
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“All these strange objects left an abundant
trail behind them, which slowly fell to the
ground as it dispersed. For several hours,
clumps of it hung in the trees, on the tele-
phnne wires, and on the roofs of the houses.”

The fils de la Vierge trail. as the French
call the “gossamer” rhreads, scartered across
the countrvside. When examined, the
“Angel’s Hair” resembled wool or nylon
fibres. And when ]}rc\m:d or touched h\ the
hands to any extent, it would become gela-
tinous and Emdual dissipate -the same char-
acteristics dhp]a\ul by similar phenomena
ever since. Because of the fibres’ I‘JPId dete-
rioration, chemical analysis has been nmpos-
sible.

M. Prigent was nor the only witness to the
phenomenon. Residents of the |1C|qhhnrmﬂ
town of Geronce and travelers in the Jos-
bHIEf Valley also viewed the objects. Mavor
Borbes, of Geronce, was one of those to see
the strange sight.

Just ten davs later—on October z7th—“the
whole thing,” wrote Aimé Michel, “srarted
up all over again in the sky of Tarn, at
Gaillae,” France.

As the occurrence was virtually identical
in all appearances to the Oloron sighting, it
would be p"illl']l:.‘..‘i to relare it here.

The following account, known as the
Gulf of Mexico Incident, was cleared
through the Office of Public Information,
U.S. Air Force, for use by Major Donald
E. Kevhoe in his volume, Flying Saucers
from Outer Space (Henry Holt: 1953).

December 6, rysa:

A B-:19 bomber was nearing the comple-
tion, in the Gulf of Mexico, of its practice
run out of Florida on December 6, 1952,
It was piloted by Captain John Harter on
the clear, moonlit nighr.

At 5:24 a.m. Capt. Harter asked the radar
officer, Licutenant Sid Coleman, to turn on
the radar set. The pilot said he wanted to
check the Louisiana coastline on his cockpit
auxiliary radar scope.

"uluhlunh. at 5:25, an unknown “blip” en-
tered the edge of the scope. Coleman
watched it. On the next radar sweep, the
object had moved--13 miles!

The radar ofticer saw a sccond, then a
third “blip" enter the scope. They were
heading for the B-2g!

Licutenant Coleman and Master Sﬁ:rgcant
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Bailey grabbed stop watches. They calcu-
lated the objects’ speed.

“Caprain,” velled Coleman into his inter-
com. “Check your scope. We just clocked
an unknown at over 5,000 miles an hour.”

Caprain Harter ordered a recalibration.
Back to the set—and to two more unknowns!
This time the navigator, Lieutenant Cassidy,
picked up the UFO’s on another scope. The
“blips” raced across the screen.

All three of the airship’s radar scopes
had tracked the UFO’s. Their velocity:
5,240 miles per hour.

And then—“Unknown at three o’clock.”

M/Sgt. Bailey sprang to the plane’s back
visual blister. There it was—or was it? A
bluc-white blur below the plane’s wing.
Then another group of “blips” emerged onto
the scope. And nearly dead ahead. Almost
as fast as they came, they were gone. The
crew breathed a sigh of relief. There was
a welcome lull.

But not for long.

Back they came—the third group.
Two of the UFO’s shot by “at four
o'clock.”

Staff Sergeant Ferris was first to the
blister this time. Two streaks blurred
past.

Back to Caprain Harter, watching five
“unknowns” intersecting a course behind
the bomber, forty miles distant. The blips
changed direction. Now they were on a
collision course with the B-29! But sudden-
ly the UFO’s cut their fantastic velocity.
FFor the next ten seconds they followed the
bomber. Rapidly accelerating, the unknowns
again changed direction.

By this time, the pilot caught another ob-
ject on his scope—a huge, half-inch “blip.”
The observers couldn’t believe their eyes!
The smaller “unknowns” merged with the
larger craft. Then they sped off—and ourt of
sight. It was now §:35 a.m,

The radar men calculated. “You won't
believe this,” exclaimed Coleman. “It was
making over 9,000 miles an hour.”

The Captain concurred. “That’s just what
I figured.” It was all over.

The crew were interrogated by Air Force
Intelligence upon landing. (Captain Harter
had radioed ahead.) They all signed state-
ments.

Lt. Coleman said the phenomenon definite-
ly “was not a set malfunction or optical il-
lusion.”

It was a night to remember.

December 29, 1952: Refer—Keyhoe: Flying
Saucers from QOuter Space.
About 7:30 p.m,, an Air Base in Northern
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Japan received a report from a B-:26 crew
of several unidentified lights. The bomber
was too slow to intercept the objects.

Then the Base’s radar set “blipped” an
unknown.

At 7:45 an F-94 interceptor pilot reported
a UFO

Three minutes later, another pilot spotted
the object. He described it as having red,
white and green lights.

The pilot climbed to 35,000 feet. He no-
ticed the lights were revolving in a counter-
clockwise direction. The rotation period
was between eight to twelve times per min-
ute.

Shining outward, the pilot said, werc three
shafts of white light. It was as if one portion
of the object was stationary while another
part revolved.

As he approached the UFO, the pilot
switched out his cockpit lights. This indi-
cated that the phenomenon could not have
been a canopy reflection.

The jet raced to intercept the object. The
plane’s spced was so0 m.p.h.

For several scconds the object kept its
pace. Suddenly it sped off, and disappeared
in thirty seconds.

Five minutes later, the pilot again spotted
the UFO.

And again he attempred interception—this
ume keeping his canopy lights on.

The object accelerated. It was out of sight
in five seconds.

The official Air Force conclusion: “Prob-
ably Astronomical.”

August 19, 1953—like most days—began
with tedious hussle and bussle to the residents
of New Haven, Connecticut. By nightfall,
the big city had returned to its monotony.
But suddenly the complacency had been
jarred. For something was seen shortly after
9 p-m.

Rnd that something crashed through a
signboard at the intersection of Middletown
Avenue and Front Street.

Two noted UFO researchers—Joseph Bar-
bieri, then of West Haven, Conn., and Au-
gust C. Roberts, of Jersey City, New Jer-
sey—personally investigated the intriguing
occurrence on August 22.

Their on-the-spot research uncovered sev-
eral disconcerting facts.

Driving along a highway a few minutes
past nine on Aug. 19, an unidentified man—
Barbicri later learned—saw a red ball of fire
trailing sparks. As it crossed in front of him,
the object grazed a trec-top, rosc slightly,
and disappeared in flight.
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Suddenly the area surrounding Front St.
and Middletown Ave., shook with a thun-
derous roar. A  brilliant flash followed.
Lights dimmed.

“Several residents of the neighborhood,”
said the New Haven Jowrnal-Courier in a
front page story the following morning, “at-
tracted to their windows and doors, re-
ported sceing the flash of the explosion.
Others said they saw a flashing object tear
through tree tops and disappear in the di-
rection of East Rock.”

The Fire Department was called. They
“could find nothing suspicious” other than
a signboard with a one-foot in diameter
hole violently torn through it. “A check of
home and other buildings in the arca failed
to produce any information about the source
of the cxplosion,” the newspaper continued.

And residents didn’t take the occurrence
lightly. Many sleepless nights followed, ac-
cording to the investigators. Joe Barbieri
found a witness who said the object, after
hitting the sign, “continued wpwards, rising
20 feet in 300 feet of flight.”

Upon examination, the galvanized iron
billboard was found to be ¢ pmcd profuscly
and in each pit there was fused another
metal that resembled gold or brass.”

Scveral picces were carcfully  dislodged
from the torn edges of the perforation
and submitted for analysis. The author has
several copies of these analyses, all from in-
dependent and highlv recognized assavers,
A spectrographic examination showed, in
one case, the fragments to be of pure cop-
per. Another indicated copper and copper
oxide.

Copper is rarely found in such a free
state. If the “ball of fire™ was a missile, who
—or what—launched it And why? The im-
pact at the signboard indicated tremendous
velocitv. And why did it traverse upwards
after crashing through the metal shcet?
Anything undirccted would have been
greatly slowed, if not stopped, by the col-
lision.  Meteorites  of copper unnposnmn
arc virtuallv unknown, even assurning that
such a bodv could exhibit the reported
characteristics.

But there was more.

“Neighbory told us” re ported  Barbicri,
“that a stench hkc that of rotten egys per-
vaded the arca.

"

And thus we have another anomalous ad-
dition to UFQ history, Whar was 13 The
New Haven Police were baifl=d. Theories
ran the gamut-but no conclusion had been
attained.
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A Sergeant on Duty at the nearest Aid
Defense Filter Center, it was later reported,
had the answer. "

“Hallucinations!”

And this closes the file on New Haven,
Connccticut, August 19, 1953.

The Ontario, California, International Air-
port was the locale of another apparenty
cwplanatwn-defymg event in 1953. On the
morning of September 22 First Lieutenant
Robert Starr, a Northrup Aircraft field in-
spector, Richard Lierd and Houseman, both
mechanics, and crew chief Muir Funk were
going over an F-89 parked on the repair

apron at the Ontario International Airport.

A sound unlike that of the customary
Northrup jets drew their attention. Look-
ing up, the group saw a dark, cigar-shaped
object tumbling downward. Their first
thought was that it was a jertisoned wing
tip-tank.

“We wondered why the pilot had jetti-
soned the tip-tank,” Star told the Ontario
Daily Report, “and watched as it tumbled
end over end, frcc-falling toward the
ground. We watched it for six or eight—
maybe tem seconds before the object sud-
dcnl\ stoppcd its fall and seemed to change
n slnpc

He said the four men were in agreement
as to what they saw, adding:

"It seemed to change once, halted in the
air and become circular with a luminous
sheen, It streaked to the north disappearing
in five seconds.”

Lieutenant Starr said that although he had
been around aircrafe far a good long while,
he had never spotted anything cven faintly
resembling this object,

“I would be afraid to guess at the altitude
of the craft or its speed,” he concluded. “But
it flew faster than anything I have ever scen
in the way of aircraft and I've watched a
good many cxperimental flights . ..

British amateur astronomer F. \V, Potter
was observing the heavens over Norwich
during the evening of October 6, 1953. At
7:15 pam., Ire saw “a bright and very large
object™ coming from the southwest. To the
naked eve, he said, it “appe ared oval-shaped,
ke a cluster of tiny stars.” The amateur
astronomer then observed the object with
his ;' -inch refracting telescope.

“On bringing  the object into focus,”
Potter wrote to the Norwich Obseroer,
“the apparent cluster of stars ook on the
appearance of a dome on a large Hat dise.
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The dome had apertures placed at intervals
around it, four of which were in my ficld
of view. Light from these apertures made

‘the disc visible. The top dome did not ro-

tate. There was no noise to be heard from
where 1 was observing. and the object kept
a constant altitude. Under the disc a cavity
could be seen, and this glowed a dull red
colour. 1 saw no traces of gas or flame.

“The object,” he continued, “travelled
south-west to north-east and remained in
my view for threc and a half minutes. The
sky was perfect, with no clouds. All the
constellations were visible, and this object
was seen independently by at least scven
other Norwich peoplc-—members (like my-
self) of the Norwich Astronomical Society
and the British Astronomical Association.

The British Astronomical Association has
cxpressed a favorable opinion of Mr. Potter.
Apparently he is not the type to ordinarily
conjure up such an cphemeral phenomenon.

November 16, 1953:

“A fluffy blanket, dead white, almost
cphemeral in its delicacy and apparently
clectrically charged, may be the San Fer-
nando Valley's first physical contact with
visitors from outer space.”

Thus began an account in the San Fer-
nando, California, Valley Times on Fcbru-
ary 1§, 1954. :

Residents of Reseda, centering near White
Oak Avenue and Haynes Street, noticed the
“clinging bits of the webby stuff” sall re-
mained on trees and telephone lines many
months after the incident occurred.

“, .. Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dangelo, who
live near the corner of White Oak and
Haynes,” continued the Valley Times, “four
men who reside on White Oak, a couple of
next door neighbors of the Dangelos and a
bakery truck driver arriving in the area on
his ‘rounds, saw the vaporous blanket settle
over the district.

“‘We were watching three jet planes,
Mrs. Dangelo recalls. “Then, behind them,
we saw a huge silvery ball. We thought
maybe it was a tow-target, or something,
connected to one of the jets. But then the
jets peeled off and landed. The silvery ball
kept flying. It moved up and down, and—
even sideways. Finally, a long streamer of
white stuff, almost like a vapor trail, spewed
out of its back end. It detached itself from
the ball and began secttling ecarthward. It
spread out, stringy, sort of, like white wool
being shredded, and it drooped down all
over the neighborhood like cobwebs. Wircs
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running to our home wrned white. They
still sparkle at nighe!

“The bakery truck driver, Bob Tilt, rolled
into the neighborhood about that time.

“*T began noticing white stuff, like spider
webs. It was evervwhere, all over my wind-
shicld,’ he said. ‘1 didn’t see any of it in
other neighborhoods that day. I've never
seen anything like it before or sinceg.

“They called Lockheed Aircraft Corp.,
Burbank. In the words of one woman:

“‘An enginecr was sent out to sec us. He
was young and cocky, and approached us
with a very sncering attitude. When he left,
with a handful of the white stuff, he was
silent and bug-eyed. The next day an engi-
neer came from North American Aviation,
and on the third dav onc from Douglas.
They’ve never told us what they learned,
but wec've heard the stuff could not be
analyzed.

“The material looks like finely shredded
wool or spun glass. Held between the fingers
for a few minutes, it dissolves into nothing.
Mrs. Dangelo, describing its static qualitics,
said it often scemed to ‘jump’ from a bush
or trce and cling to one’s hair.

The phenomenon closely resembled the
objects and resultant “Angel’'s Hair” sighted
over Oloron, France, on October 17, 1952,
and neighboring Gaillac just 10 days later.

“Could it bc nothing more than spider
webs?” queried the Valley Times. “Ob-
scrvers say no. Others, familiar wich plant
fungi, discount the possibility the mystery
substance is mealy bug fluff.”

Dr. Hugh Percival Wilkins, better known
as H. Percy Wilkins, is considered a reliable
observer. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Society; Dircctor of the
British Astronomical Socicty, Lunar Sec-
tion; Fellow of the British Interplanetary
de la Seccion Lunar de la Sociedad Astro-
nomique de France; Presidente Honarario
de la Seccion Lunar de la Sociedad Astro-
nomica de Espana Y America, etc. He has
observed through some of the largest tele-
scopes—at Cambridge (England), Meudon
{France), Mount Wilson and Yerkes
(America), and many others. He has pre-
pared what is now acknowledged to be the
standard map of the moon. He cven has a
lunar crater named after him. And he has
seen flying saucers. (The latter, of course,
being the most dubious distinction in the
profesqlon )

Herc is the astronomer’s own report,
taken from his volume, Mysteries of Space
and Time (Frederich Muller, Ltd., London,
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1955). In Dr. Wilkins own words:

“o o« T confess that I was not merely a
skeptic but a firm unbeliever in any such
objects until I had the pleasure of under-
taking a lecture tour of the United States.
On the morning of June 11, 1954, I boarded
an aircraft at Charléston, West Virginia, for
Atlanta, Georgia. The plane took off from
Charleston at g9:45 and arrived at Atlanta
at 11:46. There was a very considerable
amount of cloud along the route, chicfly
of the cumulus variety, extending upwards
to 8,000 fect, at which altitude flight was
maintained. Below were cloud masses, from
the upper surfaces of which rounded heaps
of cumulus towered up to a height level
with and on either side of the aircraft. From
onc window the shadowed sides of these
clouds were brilliantly illuminated by the
sun. This splendid display of clouds, with
occasional glimpses of the ground through
gaps, continued until 10:45, when my atten-
tion was caught by two brilliant, oval,
sharp-edged objects apparently suspended
or hovering above the tops of two particu-
larly lofty cumulus masses of cloud, the
sides of which were shadowed and at an
estimated distance of two miles. These two
objects were of a yellow colour like polished
brass or gold, and, quite apart from their
colour, were very much brighter than the
sunlit c¢louds on the other side of the air-
craft. They looked exactly like polished
mctal plates reflecting the sunlight, and
were in slow motion northwards, in con-
trast to the clouds which werce drifting
southwards. Suddenly a third and preciscly
similar oval object was scen against the
shadowed side of the cloud, but this object
was dull and greyish, presumably because
it was not in the sunshine. While the two
brilliant objects continued their slow mo-
tion, the third one began to move with
accelerated velocity; it described a curve,
and vanished behind another and nearer
cloud mass. The whole display was visible
for nearly two minutcs, but the grey object
completed its rapid motion in less than five
seconds after it began to move.

“l was so surprised that by the time I
recovered, the aircraft had travelled far
ahead. These things werc approximately 15
minutes of arc in length, that is to say one-
half the diameter of the sun or the moon,
and the distance apart of the two bright
objects was five degrees. At first | naturally
thought that they were merely the extreme
tops of the clouds in sunshine, but soon
realized that their colour and extreme bril-
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liance discounted this idea. Also they were
much brighter than the fully lit clouds on
the other side of the aircraft.”

Dr. Wilkins concludes that, “Certainly
they were not caused by any optical or
mctcorologual pecullarmcs T

And thus the non-believers lost another
member.

It is uncommon for an ordinarily staid
astronomical publication to even include
thuse two controversial words “flying sau-
cers” between its covers. But such was not
only the case in the March-April 1955 issue
of The Strolling Astronomer, but the ac-
count of a rather remarkable phenomenon
was included as well.

Relates The Strolling Astronomer:

“An Unusual Sky Pbenomenon.” Under
this title the leading article in Vol. 2, No.
25 of Vega, Mr. R. M. Baum’s excellent
[British] publication, describes a really
amazing obscrvation by Mr. Harold Hill,
Dcan Brook House, Abbeylakes, Near Wi-
gan, Lancashire, England. Whatever one
may think of flying saucers—and it is per-
haps difficult at this time to say much new
about them—we here have a careful obser-
vation by an outstanding lunar observer of
morc than twenty years' experience in
astronomical work. Mr. Hill will give his
own opinion as to what was scen upon re-
quest. We here summarize frem Vega the
observation itsclf.

“On July 8, 1954 ncar 20" 30™, U. T.
(Universal or Greenwich time), at his ob-
scrvatory in Abbeylakes Mr. Hill sudden-
ly noticed at an altitude of about §5° in the
southern sky a bright, apparentdy station-
ary, star-like object. With 33X and 50X on
a 12-inch reflector the ‘star’ was accom-
panied to the left by a loose cluster, with
perhaps 15 to z0 members of what appeared
to be minute stars of varying magnitudes.
These were constantly moving abour, a
‘hive of activity.” After a short break caused
by clouds, Mr. Hill saw two bright objects
close together. The cluster had vanished,
though perhaps merely outside the field of
view of the tclescope. ‘My attention was
dirccted to the two bright objects which
showed sensible motion. They were separat-
ing as I watched and not only appeared to
be gyrating and flashing burt also exhibited
a slow pendulum movement about each
other in a manner similar to dancing part-
ners! The ‘increased movements of these
objects made following with the 12-inch a
difficule affair, and they passed out of the
ficld as an adjustment had to be made to the
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Threads of so-called “angel's hair” which spread over a several
block area of the San Fernando Valley, California, in 1953.

The filmy and rapidly dissipating substance was witnessed to
have fallen from a large, disc-shaped craft. Similar phenom-
ena bave been reported from Central Europe, New Zealand
and Australia. PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF THE VALLEY TIMES
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telescope.” They were also dost to Mrs. Hill
who had been  simultancously  watching
with binoculars. Clouds ended the observa-
tion at 20" §5™, U. T. Mr. Hill's impression
was that the objects were at a very great
height, “The two principal members defied
description, they flashed as they gyrated as
though metallic surfaces were reflecting the
ravs of the sun (now below the horizon).
Probably the closest analogy to what was
seen is to be found in the flashing of the
facets of a diamond as it is turned in strong
light”

One of the most interesting, and conclu-
sive UFO sightings, in the author's opinion,
took place during an eclipse on Junc 3o,
1954. over Lifjell, Denmark. Threc Scan-
dinavian airliners, carrying a total of 350
observers, took off from Ngrway to wit-
ness the eclipse. The time \t'ras 2117 pan,
altitude 15,000 feet.

One of the observers was F. Graham, the
l.ontdon Press Othicer for the Swedish Travel
Burcau. His report is reproduced from the
British Flving Saucer Review:

“I was about to put a new filin imo mv
camera when my attention was distracted
by Mr. Johansen pointing towards the
Northern horizon and crving out above the
engine noise ‘What the hell is that?’

“I looked out of the porthole and ob-
served two shiny dises travelling across the
horizon.

“By now the cntire party were w atdung
the objects, nobody thinking of getting a
camera on to them.

“After we had studied the objccts for a
while Mr. Bjornulf dashed across the floor
to get his camera. He searched for a while,
the other cameramen urging him to hurry.
It was only then that we realized that we
were watching something which none  of
us helieved in,—so-called ‘Flying Saucers.’

“We were still discussing, shouting at
cach other—and when the objects began to
disappear pandemonium broke loose as
cveryone tried to get their camera ready
first, By then Alr, B|urnulf trained his ob-
ject finder on the discs and began filming.

“The objects were clearly revolving and
showed ‘stern-lines.” T am not certain wheth-
cr these “lines’ may have been a kind of ex-
haust fumes.

“It was impossible to estimate their specd,
or their size. I assume, however, that as the
objects were about 15-20 miles away, the
speed (and their size) must have been far
bevond anything achieved by man-made
aunplancs.

"I am basing this assumption on the fact
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that the objects were out in the sun, while
we were still in the shadow of the eclipse.
The shadow extended at least 15 miles north
of our position. | cannot offer any opinion
as to what these objects were, or whero
they might have come from.”

And another anomaly is added to the
UFO filc.

It would be an injustice here not to in-
clude the comments to the above as ex-
pressed by the noted British  publisher,
Waveney ‘Girvan. -\gmn. quoting from the
FIvmg Saucer Revieww:

“Flving saucers would, 1 believe, lose
much of their fascination if it were not for
the skeptics, bless them, who bring an cle-
ment of cosmic humour into what is cssen-
tiallv a most serious subjece. At the private
showing in London recently of the Swedish
Travel Bureau filim, there were a number
of newspapermen present, and it was most
wstructive to hear thew comments when
the show had ended. In spite of the com-
mentary, spoken by Mr. E. Graham, one of
fifty who were present in three planes which
had been sent up to record jn colour the
eclipse of the sun over Norway on joth
June, 1954, the skeptics devoted their whole
attention to the film.

“This, after all, was only part of the evi-
dence that had been presented. Ignoring the
pusltlve statements made bv Mr. &raham,
the ‘will-not-to-belicvers' suggc.stcd that the
objects might not have been flying saucers,
but something clse. ‘Could they have been
reflections in the windows of the plane?’
(Mr. Graham had stated that there were
no window-glasses, for they had been re-
moved to avoid any such reflections. Ak,
the objects were seen from each of the
three planes.)

“Momentarily battled, the skeptics then
suggested that the two objects could have
been seagulls, even though Mr. Graham had
clearly stated that they appeared to be per-
feulv circular, glo\ung and re\olung, in-
deed a close inspection of the film as it was
being shown proved that they pulsated in
the now familiar manner—this effect could
be produced by a circular object revolving
slightly off its true centre. Your skeptic is
a tough customer, however, and I now sug-
goested that the eye-witnesses would all be
accused of fraud or insobricty, but polite-
ness restrained such accusations from being
made in the presence of a member of the
expedition.

“There were two explanations lefr. The
true one, Uf COUTrse, was [h‘:lf hl:'l'(‘ Was '\'t‘t
another proof of the existence of flying
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saucers, the film confirming the reports of
fifty trustworthy witnesses. Rather than
admit this, however, onc of the skeptics
suggested that the two aircraft—by infer-
ence he admitted that they must have been
acrial machines—were Russian. He was pre-
pared o admit to the rerrifying thought
that Russia was between fifty and a hundred
years ahead of us in acronautics. He pre-
ferred this gloomy speculation rather than
admit that apparently harmless visitors were
coming to us from outer space. His fear of
the unknown must be truly great, and 1
think is the real explanation of the skep-
tics’ fight against the persistent evidence that
the flying saucers are real.

“In the same week as the film was being
shown the new Astronomer Roval arrived
in England and announced that the flying
saucers were ‘bilge.” As I have always held,
this is the correct way to deal with the
subject if you are an unbelicver. Refuse to
listen to eye-witnesses and arguments and,
above all, keep away from film like the one
under review. If once the objcctive reality
of the saucers is accepted, you are forced to
adopt the only working hypothesis that they
are aerial machines not made on this earth.
Dr. Woolley is probably aware of the truth
of this statement, and ‘bilge’ was, from his
point of view, an excellent word for dis-
missing the whole subject.”

(Britain’s ncw Astronomer Royal, Pro-
fessor Richard van der Riet Woolley, super-
ceded Sir Harold Spencer Jones.

So as not to relate an incomplete asser-
tion on the part of the Astronomer Royal,
Dr. Woolley declared such things as space
travel and flying saucers to be “urzer bilge.”
This is an extremely more emphatic view-
point than his predecessor, Sir Harold, who
opined that these things are only “rather
rot.”)

“On December 16, 1954, I was dubiously
fortunate to have observed a ‘UFOQ’ (Un-
identified Flying Object) in the skies over
Apple Valley, near Victorville, California,”
began, in unfortunately typical fashion, the
interesting sighting report by Hart T. Good-
man—one of many to witness the striking
phenomenon. He continues:

“I feel that I have had enough expericnce
with flying, radar navigation and observing
to qualify for reporting the following inci-
dent with near accuracy. 1 am certain that
the phenomena was of a tangible nature
with dimensions that were real, though un-
believably so.

“The object was cigar shaped. of ex-
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tremely bright silvery material. It remained
stationary at an altitude of approximately
25,000 feet, almost directly above the Apple
Valley Inn, from about six o’clock P.M. of
the 16th until almost noon of the following
day. That night the object appeared as a
reddish-orange glow, but when the sun came
up in the morning, the object became silvery.
It was easily visible with the naked eye. 1
observed it in the moming with a pair of
7 x 50 binoculars and was able to make out
quite a bit of the detail. This object must
have been abour two and a half dmes as
long as a B-29. There were two windows or
ports at one end near the bottom. It seemed
separated through the length with a single
row of bolts or small holes.

“There were approximately fifty people
who observed the same thing that I did;
among them were two deputy sheriffs from
Victorville, a medical doctor, the manager
of the Apple Valley Inn and most of its
employees, and at least twenty guests at
the Inn.

“The aurhoritics were repeatedly called
at George Airbase, which is just four miles
from Victorville. The only answer that
could be obtained at the time was that they
had planes (jets) in the area and were in-
vestigating. They assured any callers that
it was not a weather balloon or similar ob-
ject but beyond that they would say noth-
ing. The following day they denied the
whole incident and denied that any inquiries
had even been made by all these people.

“In the early morning there were jets
all over the place. One vapor trail was vis-
ible flying directly over the object at about
35,000 feet. The jet wasn’t visible with the
naked eye but could be seen with binocu-
lars. The pilot of that jet couldn’t have
avoided sccing the object.

“One of the guests of the Inn took some
pictures of the object which, I later learned,
were taken from him by the auchorities.

“On Friday the 17th, I returned to Los
Angeles and gave a full account of the ex-
pericnce to Mr. Paul Coates of the Mirror-
News. He immediately began to check my
story and verified everything that 1 had
told him.

“The only satisfaction that he was able
to get was from two non-commissioned of-
ficers who admitted knowing about the re-
ports, but made the bad mistake of telling
Mr. Coates of their knowledge. They sud-
denly were incommunicado at the Air Base.”

Hart T. Goodman

Gene H. Miller is the manager of the

Banning, California, Municipal Airport. He
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is one of the many pilots to have encoun-
tered UFO’s during his flying experience.

There is a doubly particular reason for
including this UFO report. First of all, the
UFO may have attempted to signal Pilot
Miller. It may be an incentive for authori-
ties to devise some simple means—and none
could be much simpler than the method here-
in described, and discovered apparently
quite by accident—to establish a plan of
friendly contact if, as and when the enig-
matic UFO is encountered by military and
civilian pilots.

The second—and important—factor to in-
clude in this report is the competency of
the obscerver. Gene Miller has been a com-
mercial pilot for 15 years, has flown in every
one of our 48 States, in Canada, Mexico,
Europe and the Orient. He has completed
numerous flights across the North Atlantic
and the Pacific Oceans.

“l have done every type of flying imag-
inable,” he relates. “Instructed for the AAF
during the Second World War, was in the
Air Transport Command, and after the
war | operated one of the largest GI Flight
Training Schools in the Pacific Northwest
for veterans. From 1951 to 1954 I was with
the Flying Tiger Lines. 1 have flown air-
craft with only 27!%  horscpower to air-
craft with four engmes totalling over 6,000
horsepower Flying is my life and has been
since 1921.

Here is his story:

“Ar about 1830 hours on the evening of
November 14, 1955. I was returning to Ban-
ning, California, from Phoenix, Arizona,
on a charter trip. I was flying a Piper Tri-
Pacer and my passenger was a doctor from
Redlands, California.

“The. sun had been down about an hour
and it was very dark outside. Flying at 5000
feet altitude and at a magnetic heading of
290 degrees, we were approaching ehe little
town of Desert Hot Springs, when I no-
ticed a large white light about 30 degrees
to my right at our same altitude, and about
seven or eight miles away. I watched it for
about a minute, then called it to the atten-
tion of my passenger.

“After another minute or two had clapsed,
I realized it was moving toward us, so | be-
gan to take action to avoid collision. By this
time it was definitely much closer and 1
switched on my landing lights two times.
Immediately this object’s light went out,
came on, went out, and caine on again.
When its light was off there was no shape
or form or anything there. A few com-
ments were passed between myself and the
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passenger. Possibly  another rwo minutes
passed and the object was coming closer,
but very slowly.

“Now it was a little over a mile away and
I knew I was going to have to take cvasive
action. But before 1 did, I flashed my land-
ing lights three more times. Again it an-
swered in the same manner—three times.

“I was just about to reduce power and
lose altitude fast when the object stopped.
It stopped so abruptly that I was amazed
and did not lose altitude or change course.
In-a few moments it started backing up.
Now 1 knew it was no aircraft. No air-
craft has a light thar large. After it started
backing up it scemed to move at a faster
rate than it did while approaching. It moved
back over a small range of mounwins (the
Little San Bernardinos), turned left, moved
up the slope of Mt. San Gorgonio, and dis-
appeared near the peak. At this time we
were just entering the pass near White-
water and encountered severe turbulence.
We were forced to turn around and had
decided to land at Palm Springs

“When we were finally out of the turbu-
lence, and headed toward Palm Springs. |
looked around in the direction of San Gor-
gonio peak. Down the side of the moun-
tain came the light again, It scemied to fol-
low a ridge that connected to the Little
San Bernardino Mountains. I judged that
it was only about oo feet above the ter-
rain.

“I swung the airplane around a few de-
grees so that 1 could sce it better, and we
watched it follow the skvline toward the
southeast, past Desert Center and on to-
wards Blythe undl it passed from view. |
estimated that it covered about 70 miles in
four minutes.

“We landed in Palm Springs and phoned
to Banning for some transportation. Al-
though the sighting was not discussed after
we landed, my passenger said several times,
‘1 wonder what it was?’

“In summing up this experience 1 wish
to sav that it was the most unusual sighting
that I have had to date. Through the past
15 vears | have been fortunate enough to
have made about 10 sightings of UFO’s be-
fore my wife and 1 moved to Banning in
]une 1955. 1 have had four definite sight-
mus since then. And 1 consider mvself as
quire capable of distinguishing between air-
craft, weather balloons, clouds, et cetcera,
and unidentified flving objects.”

Bud Pecaro was traveling with his parcnts
by automobile from Los Angeles to Green-
wich, Connecticut in late April 1956.

Flying Saucers

1t 30

light

lo
an

ales

ng



“As we were starting out in the morning
on the highway to Tempe, Arizona (between
Phocnix and Tucson) in April,” he re-
counts, “my father remarked aboutr an ob-
ject in ther sky to the right front of us.
When 1 first looked I saw a long silver
object with something sceming to shoot
away from it and to the right of us.

“I immediately asked for the large pair
of binoculars, as T knew my smaller oncs
would be ineffective. When I looked 1
didn’t have them in focus right away burt I
could tell that the object was a long cigar
shape with a dark spor, or hole, in the
center. I then handed the glasses to my
father. After a while he said he saw what
looked like a row of windows or ports that
kept flashing light or flames along the side
of the thing, and that while he was watch-
ing, something like a little meteor came
shooting out of the bottom. About this same
time I noticed that the thing seemed to
flare up, after which it appeared to be
farther away.

“Finally, after we were out of the traf-
fic. we stopped along side of the road to
get a better look at the object. By this time
it had moved from the right to the left of
the highway, and away from the telephone
poles. It was now over some mountains in
the distance and seemed to have gotten there
rather quickly.

“I got one last look at it through the
binoculars before we and it moved away.
It looked like a big ball-point pen that was
glowing on top and dark underncath. The
sighting, in all, lasted ten minutes.” (The
observer estimated the object’s length as
o0.75 degrees—Author)

M. J. Clark is a Civil Engineer in Grove-
town, Blenhcim, New Zealand. He is an
amateur radio operator (with the call let-
ters ZL:BU) and a member of the Insti-
tute of Enginecring Technology in Eng-
land.

On July 26, 1956, he saw “something”
through his 20-power theodolite. He de-
scribed the phenomenon by prefacing,
“It appeared to be moving in threc dimen-
sions, and its greatest dircction was away,”
in a letter to Harold H. Fulton, Director
of the Civilian Saucer Investigation of New
Zealand. Here is his report (in part):

“On the 26th July, 1956, 1 happened to
glance up to the window and saw an un-
usual object in the sky. I set up my theodo-
lite at 10.15 an. and recorded its altitude
and immediately obtained a sun shot and
calculated the bearing from the azimuth of
the sun, and noticed that whatever it was,
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was about to cross the meridian, approx.
37%2 dcgrecs ahead of the sun. 1 checked
with the nautical Almanac and could nor
find anything to correspond. The object
was moving in a westerly direction, rising
in altitude and moving away at great speed.

“At 11:15 am. another record was taken,
but the object could not be seen verv easily
with the naked eye. At 11:30 it had dropped
m altitude and became invisible. 1t was then
I noticed Venus, a different object alto-
gether, which was in the near vicinity all
the time. The first object was similar to
Venus in shape, but was flat at the bottom,
where the shade ring of Venus was at right
angles to the sun, making it perpendicular
in the flat part.

“Venus was a distinct half sphere, but
the other was not a perfect half sphere,
but was more domed, with flat parts or
edges and not a distinct edge of a half
sphere. There may have been more edges
than shown on the diagram, but the object
was too distant to tell. I could not tell
there was a distinct difference.

“When first observed it was much larger
in the telescope than Venus, but faded
smaller tll right out of sight . . .

“The object appeared to have a bluish
hue in front and a rusty hue behind, but
that may have been atmosphere. When the
clouds came between the object, there was
whart appeared to be a white light or glow
behind the cloud, but when the clouds were
not there, the white glow was not visible.

“It was not a mer. balloon, as it was mov-
ing against the westerly air stream, and it
would have been too far away to sec a
balloon. What puzzled me was the westerly
movement, which was very near the sun,
about 15 degrees per hour, but Venus was
there as well; has been for some days and
still is . . )

M. ]. Clark

Engineer Clark calculated three differen?
pusitions for the UFO (from Latitude 41°
31" 10"—-Long. 173° 57° 307), and the Civil-
ian Saucer Investigation computed the same
for Venus, as follows:

Time UFO

1o:15  am—Alt. 33° 20, Az. 2° 36
s am—Ale 34° 20, Az, 347° 25
1m:30 am—Alt. 31° 25, Az, 342° 12’
Time Venus

1o:15  am—Ale. 2¢° 46’ Az. 353°
11:15 am—Alr, 26° Az, 338°
11:30 aam--Ale. 25° }\ Az, 334°
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vears there have been in-
creasing reports from groups or indi-

viduals who claim ro have verbally com-
municared with humanoid beings who pilot
-or at least occupy—rthe discoid spacecraft
currently designated “flying saucers.” A
physical “contact™ is not t'll.‘('l.'.'i.‘i'.ll"il_’\‘ effecred
by this discourse, however.

Unquestionably these “contacts” involve
the most controversial phase of UFO re-
search. The percentages of so-called “be-
lievers” and “disbelievers” are so constantly
varying thar ir is impossible to estimate the
specific or even general interest in  this
group of [!l.l"‘\“"llltlf.“\ bur rhar they are
the II.U;IIEIH\ of extreme interest cannot
he thﬁliti.

Scienrists and laymen alike have argued
long into the night over the acruality and
“import” of rthese mrpurrul experiences.
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Jet interceptor is surrounded by a group of
UFOs on a sinulated radarscope during
United Artist-released motion picture, “Un.
identified Flying Objects.” These sequences
aceurately depict events as they occurred
over Washington, D.C., on July 26, 1952.

And it is next to impossible to draw the
line and define as to when an unusually
dramatic UFO sighting concludes and a
“contact” begins.

Fven the most ardent “believer” will dis-
count some of the contact stories. Likewise,
many dire “unbelievers” have been unable
to completely discredit some of these so-
called “experiences,” several of which are
accompanied by supporting affidavits.

Obvious hoaxes have been prevalent to
a cerrain degree. Several of the “contactees”
—as they have come ro be known—have
capitalized on the subject by selling rape
recordings from “our space brothers” and
“dire messages to the governments of carth.”

Bur some are apparently not ebvious
hoaxes. Neither are they conclusive. These
accounts are seemingly independent of ob-
jective research and reports frmmi' clse-
where i this velume.

But none can deny that these ruputed
“contacts  with outer space intelligences”
make up an intrinsic part—vital or other-
wise—of the overall UFO picture. They
may deserve airing.

And this is what the author is attempring.
He can neither opine nor theorize relevant
to these stories; he can only report. Bur
because of the sheer bulk of such reports,
the author must be a discriminating re-
porter.

Thercfore, only several of the better or
original, ‘“‘contact stories” are presented
herein. These alleged happenings, it may be
interesting to note, did not begin—w ith one
exception—in any noticeable numbers until
1952. And those to follow are the ones which
have more or less held up under extensive
publicity, notoriety, discrediting and inter-
rogation. (The latter, largely by the thou-
sands of private UFQO investigators in this
country and elsewhere.)

In prefacing these accounts the author
shall briefly relate the principal objections
as remonstrated by those who feel thar such
contact is impossible, and with the gencrally
resultant answers following:

1. Objection:

Why should these “outer space hcings‘."
contact lay menmcomtmctmn workers, taxi

THE | JHI
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George Adamski claims be photo-
graphed space craft in our at-
mosphere and out in space. Pic-
tures seen bere are reproduced

from “Flying Saucers Have Landed”
by Desmond Leslie and George
Adamski. BRITISH BOOK CENTRE

Upper photos purportedly
show mother ships and
“sarecers” being launched,
lower panel (right)

shows six UF.0.)'s in space
fairly close to the moon.
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drivers, electronic specialists, and the like—
rather than recognized scientists or world
leaders?

Reply:

Primarily because so-called “scientists”
are filled with ycars of indoctrinated and
preconceived misconceptions. They know
little about the universe without their do-
main, and that is dogmatically inaccurate.
They are incapable of complete revision or
reversal of thought, which would ultimately
occur upon communing with an extra-ter-
restial creature. Some laymen, on the other
hand, are not so indoctrinated, and are
therefore more receptive to new concepts.
And, lastly, it is possible that some scientists
—and world leaders—have been “contacted,”
but fearing ridicule and loss of cventual
prestige, will not openly admit to same.

2. Objection:

Life on earth is an accidental “freak.”
Therefore, although other worldly life may
exist, it would not be in the humanoid form
as now claimed.

Reply:

We do not know enough about outer-
space intelligence to speculate as to what
type of life may be found. Also, life on our
infiniresimal planet was not born by “acci-
dent;” but by Divine Creation. We are here
for a constructive purpose and not to hap-
hazardly seck oblivion. Finally, the Bible
tells us that God created “man in our image,
after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26); therefore
docs this not indicare a omniversal sem-
blance?

3. Objection:

Somewhere in the universe there may exist
human-like creatures. But it is virtually im-
possible for thesc beings to come from even
the ncarest stellar solar system; and it is
inconceivable to think that life as we know
it may have developed on any of our plan-
ctary neighbors in this solar system. (In a
survey of astronomers instigated by Science
News Letter, Sept. 15, 1956, p. 163, it was
found that 62% of the astronomers polled
believe there are “creatures roughly com-
parable to man in the universe; 3% replied
in the negative, and 35% did nor opine.)

Reply:

We should be humble in our ignorance.
We do not know the exact conditions pre-
vailing on any of the other planets. Are we,
then, in a position to hypothesize? Look at
the material progress science made since
just the turn of the century. Experimental
aircraft have developed from 30 miles an
hour just over 50 years ago to 2,100 m.p.h.
roday. Who can say what will happen with-
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in the next fifty or even ten years? If a
foreign stellar race were advanced several
thousand years in relation to the earth, is
it not just as inconceivable to speculate
as to their capabilities? Perhaps they are be-
vond our fundamental comprehensions.

4. Objection:

If saucer contacts have taken place, why
have they been so hit-and-miss and without
apparent pattern? Why are the stories so
contradictory? What positive or construc-
tive changes have accrued to the enhance-
ment of the world, or even our knowledge,
from these “space contacts?”

Reply:

First of all, the process has not been of
“hit” or “miss” variety and “without ap-
parent pattern.” Many of the “contacts”
that are still recounted today are claimed to
have occurred in the carly or mid-year of
1952. This was before the so-called “Wash-
ington Crisis” which so embroiled the nation
in bitter controversy; so if they are hoaxes,
it shows remarkable foresight on the partic-
ipants’ part. The mid- and latter part of
1952 gave the Air Force its largest number
of sighrings in history. And about the only
other year of nore, so far as the contactees
are concerned, was 1954—another year which
turned out UFO reports in great flurries.
Both years—igs: and 1954—occasioned (by
coincidence?) close oppositions by the
Planet Mars.

(Continuing:) Admittedly, the bulk of
these contact storics are to some degree
contradictory. But perhaps they involve
communications with beings from several
planets. Would not this account for the
slight discrepancies? And, too, we are all
human, and we are all impressed different-
ly. What might be especially important to
onc person may cffect an indifferent reac-
tion in another. We all look at things vary-
ingly; and likewise cxpress ourselves at
variance.

(Continuing:) Who dcfines what is con-
structive and what is not constructive?
These men of other worlds have tried to
convey fraternal friendship and understand-
ing. What is more beneficial? They have
told us to project only love and friendship
—as they have done. And they have brought
a certain amount of comfort and hope to
thousands of people of the world. Is this
not positive and constructive? Gradually—
as more contacts arc cstablished and news
of these discourses are disseminated—they
arc affecting the world. It is a slow burt sure
process.

The author has artempted to express an
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Daniel W. Fry, who alleges be contacted a so-called “flying saucer” on July 4, 1950, at the

W hite Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico. Fry claims be entered the crafr, which whisked

him by remote control to New York and back in 30 minutes, This, be adds, would indicate a

speed of at least 8ooo wpiles per .{w[ﬂr. Fry is a part owner of an eugincering plant in California.
C
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Danicl W, Fry claims he took this photo of a mystery craft between Baldwin Park and Azusa,
California, at approximately 3:30 pan. on September 18, 1954, with Brownie Holiday camera.

objective picture of both sides of the con-
troversy. It is only expected thar the “de-
fendents” have a right to rebur the ac-
cusations. And it is hoped that a fair-sided
and intensive approach was conveyed. The
object of this chapter still is to remain
neutral.

And rather than to summarize or para-
phrase a few of the contact stories, the
author has fele it advisable to leave this up
to the individuals involved. The reader will
thus be enabled to perceive a greater depth
of these varied personalities. And this will
also permit the so-called “conractees” to
more individually express themselves, con-
veying their rcported particular reactions,
impressions and highlights via their own
style and phrascology.

In early 1954. Danicl W. Fry of Fl Monte,
Calif., announced that he had established
a contact wicth a non-terrestial entity four
vears prior—in 19s50—at the Whire Sands
Proving Ground, New Mexico, during his
employment with the Aerojet General Cor-
poration, of Azusa, California. By vocation,
Fry was an c\plmn es technician and blaster.
Currentl\' he is part owner in an electronics
firm and editor of the periodical, Under-

Trend Boek..145 .0 8[@

standing. He has recently written and pub-
lished a textbook on space travel titled
Steps to the Stars.

Dan Fry's entirc claimed experience is
related in his book, “The White Sands In-
cident, (New Age Publishing Co., Los An-
geles, 1954) from which he summarized the
following account:

THE WHITE SANDS INCIDENT

“The incident occurred at the White
Sands Proving Ground, an Army and Navy
missile testing arca near the town of Las
Cruces, New Mexico. The tme was the
evening of July 4, 1g9s50. I was, at that tine,
temporarily employed at the base for the
purposc of setring up instrumentation for
the static testing of a series of very Iargt
rocket motors. The day being a hohdav
had intended to spend the evening in the
nearby town of Las Cruces. Instead, I found
my sclf stranded in the almost deserted army
base by the untimely departure of the last
camp bus for town.

I retired to my quarters, Room 6 in the
H building directly across from the Officers
Club, with the intent to do a little etudvmg
on the subject of heat transfer, a subject in
which I was considerably interested ar the
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time. It also proved to be a timely subject,
because no sooner had I commenced to
study than the air conditioning system of
the building apparently ccased to function,
and my room became unbearably hot.
Forced out of doors by the heat and the
stuffiness of the building, 1 decided to go
for a hike among the ‘boondocks,’ as the
sandy, hummocky area surrounding the base
is colloquially known.

The sun had been down for some time
and the moon was not yet up, but it was far
from dark. The White Sands Proving
Grounds is situated upon a rather high
desert plateau. The air is very clear and the
stars very bright. Unless they are obscured
by a heavy overcast they will always furnish
ample light for comfortable hiking.

When abour three quarters of a mile away
from the edge of the base, I observed an
object in the air coming toward me from
the direction of the peaks of the Organ
Mountains, which rise almost vertically
above the basc arca. It was moving slowly,
descending at an angle of about 45 degrees
and constantly diminishing in spced as it

“approached the ground. Its operation was

completely silent. There were no propeller
blades, jet strcams, or any other visible
mcans of the application of the force which
controlled it. Being in a position which
made me, at least slightly familiar with
practically all of the missiles and other
acroforms which were being developed in
this country at the time, I felt certain that
this was nothing which had been produced
in the United States. It also seemed unlikely
that the technology of any other country
on earth had progressed to a point which
would permit the construction of such a
vehicle. With this realization, I felt a strong
desire to be somewhere else, and was re-
strained from flight only by the knowledge
that this would be the surest way to call
attention to myself.

The object settled to earth some seventy
feet from where I stood. It was an oblate
spheroid about thircy fect in diamerer at
the widest part, and about sixtcen feer in
height, silvery in color with what appecared
to be a slight violet iridescence, which might
or might not have been caused by the light
in which I was viewing it. After serttling to
carth, it remained completely silent and mo-
tionless, and eventually I managed to over-
come most of the fear which its appearance
had caused me.

I approached the craft cautiously and
circled about it, seeing no means of entrance
or signs of life. When I touched the meral
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of the hull in an artempr to derermine its
temperature, | was warned against doing so,
by a voice which I at first assumed was com-
ing from a loudspcaker somewhere in that
portion of the hull which was to my left.
The voice spoke the English language, and
employed the American idiom. A conversa-
tion ensued, during which I expressed skep-
ticism concerning some of the statements
made by the ‘voice’. As a result, I was offered
the opportunity of making a test hop in the
craft for the purpose of resolving any doubts
which I might have. After some hesitation,
I accepted rthe offer and was taken for a
flight which demonstrated beyond question,
the remarkablc abilitics of the craft and the
advanced nature of the intelligence which
had created it.

The limited space available here does not
permit the inclusion of the minute details of
the trip or the craft in which it was made,
but those dctails are available in the origi-
nal book.

The flight path was from the White Sands
Proving Grounds to, and over, the Citv of
New York and return. The distance involved
in the round trip was approximately go00
miles, and the trip was completed in a little
more than thirty minutes, involving a cruis-
ing velocity of about 8o0o miles per hour,
The flight was made at an clevation of about
35 miles except for the circular pass about
the City of New York which was made at
an elevation of about twenty miles. T was
informed that the vehicle in which I rode
was unmanned except for myself, being es-
sentially a cargo carrier controlled from a
much larger ship which was at an elevation
of some goo miles above our surface.

When the round trip had been completed,
the vchicle was again brought to earth and
I was requested to leave it and walk to a
safc distance. When | had put a dozen paces
between myself and the object, I rurned just
in time to sce a horizontal band of orange
colored light, which was apparently due to
the extreme ionization of the air, appcear
about the central portion of the hull, and it
shot upward as if rcleased from a catapule.
As it continued upward, the color of the
light scanned the spectrum from orange to
violet and finally passed completely from
sight, ending what has come to be known
as “The White Sands Incident.”

TRUMAN BETHURUM

One of the first to claim contact with
another planet’s inhabitants was Truman
Bethurum. His experiences are explored in
his later published book, Abeard a Flying
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Saucer. (DcVorss & Co., L.A, 1954).

The author first heard of Bethurum’s al-
leged encounter in mid-1953. A letter of
inquiry to this former construction mechanic
and welder brought an immediate responsc.

He prefaced his reply, dated July 24,
1953, by relating that he had “ncver been in-
terested in astrology or any kindred sub-
jects, and up until my own personal contact
with these space people, my personal belief
was the stories were just that someone had
scen large scarchlight beams hitting an oc-
casional cloud.”

This missive by Mr. Bethurum, it should
be emphasized, was written quite some time
prior to his subsequent publicity—and was
therefore an interesting record by a person
who later attained a certain amount of fame.
Apparently he had not even thought of
compiling his “conracts” in book form at
the time.

Nearly a month later—on August 16, 1953
—“Tru,” as he is known to his friends, spoke
before a flying saucer convention in Los
Angeles,

“This was the first intimation I had,” he
wrote in Aboard a Flying Saucer, “that
there were such things as saucer clubs.”

His ralk at the gathering and the publica-
tion of a brief condensation of these related
“contacts” evoked almost unbelicvable re-
sponse. This ultimately resulted in the Re-
dondo Beach Daily Brecze publishing a
reasonably dctailed story .of the account
some three times. Fventually he wrote his
volume, and later made a lecture circuit of
the United States recounting his “cxpe-
riences.”

The following is Bethurum’s letter to the
author dated July 24, 1953—long before he
was besieged by a truth-thirsty public and
news-secking media.

(The narrative to follow is reportorially
accurate. It has, however, been edited to
enhance its coherency. Being first in letter-
form, its cssence was scparated by several
interjections and placed varyingly through-
out, This is certainly not meant as an ad-
verse reflection upon the writer; communica-
tions are not written for publication, and
several addenda were placed ar the end of
the missive.)

Triman Bethurum:

In July, 1952, 1 was employed in Nevada
on Highway 91, about 70 or 8 miles out
of Las Vegas toward Salt Lake City. 1 had
heen transferred from day to night shift.
\We worked from 4 p.m. until sometimes 8
am,, the following morning. My job was to
keep four water trucks operating, hauling

water from the Muddy river to two reser-
voirs out in the desert for daytime sprinkling
on the highway construction.

Soon after going on the job, some fellow
workers told me that the entire mcsa area
had been covcred by the ocean at some
timc and there were sca shells to prove it.
So one night late in July, after 1 was sure
everything was functioning properly, I
asked and received permission to visit the
mesa area to get some shell souvenirs. 1 had
a flashlight along and used it some, but
didn’t find what I was after. It was about
3:30 am. when I lefc my job site, driving
and walking possibly an hour or so. [ headed
my four wheel drive Army carryall truck
into the northeast and decided to take a
short nap, realizing the first gleam of day-
light would awake me.

I had been asleep possibly a half hour or
slightly more when I was rudely awakened
by what would best be described as mum-
bhng—~lo“ talking in an unintelligible tongue.
My first thought was that my boss and
somcone were playing a trick because of
finding me asleep. But as | raised my head
I quickly discovered this was not the case.
About cight small sized men were in a semi-

circle in front and to the right side of my .

truck, approximately cight to ten feet away,
and apparently as curious as [ was.

My thought was to get away fast, although
I would have had to back around. As 1
raised up to sec better, one of the men took
a couple of steps forward toward me and
said something rather low and still unin-
telligible to me. I shook my head to indi-
cate that I did not understand. He came
quickly back with, “You name it.”

“My God,” T said. “You can speak English
too?”

“We have no difficulty with any lan-

age,” he returned.

These fellows seemed to be of Latin ex-
traction from their appearance. My heart
was thumping—I guess from fear and excite-
ment. At that instant [ decided to ger out
of my truck and shake hands for a friendly
gesturc. As 1 rurned to get out I saw about
75 yards away a monstrous disc shaped fly-
ing saucer. About 300 feer in diameter and
roughly 18 feet “deep.” Then I wondered for
a split sccond if it could be a movie prop,
but as I had been above looking down only
a short time before 1 realized this could
not be the case.

As I reached out my hand to shake hands,
it scemed like a military mancuver the way
they lined up as cach seemed anxious to
grasp my hand. Only one made any attempt
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Fay M. Clark, Mavor of Hiawatha, lowa, said twoe objects ap-

peared on aerial photo of town, taken at 3 pan.,

to talk to me or answer my qucqtmm. They
never asked me a single question and it
appeared to me to be a military type outfit
they were wearing, and also the way they
fell into line to shake my hand.

“Do you have a captain?” [ asked.

“Sl]['c.“

“Could T speak to him pleaee?’“

“Surest thing you know,” he replied. And
he took hold of my right arm above the
elbow with his left hand with a terribly
hard squeeze. (That did not ease my mind
any.)

Then 1 asked if they were from some
European country.

“No,” he said. “Our homes are in a far
away land.”

As T had asked about speaking to their
captain, I noticed a smile on some faces that
made me think, “Well, this is it. And no
one will ever know what happened to me!”

He said, “You may speak to our captain
in our scow.”

“What a name, for a thing like that,” I
thought.

This man almost spun me around and
started for the saucer, which seemed to be
floating about four feet off the ground. As
we neared it, it sertled to just a few inches
off the ground and tilted down on the near
side at the same time. There was just one
step and a single hand rail on the right side
of the opening. He almost bounced me to
the rim of the saucer. He had released the
extreme pressure on my arm, but still had a
firm grip. I was at least a foot taller than
he, and | weighed approximately 18o.

We went downhill inside abour 50 feet
and he again swung me around to the left,
through a door-like opening to a room
about 10 by 12 feet and fitted llkc a com-

v Google

Sept. 3, 1955.

bined office and lounge. T think my eyes
fairly popped when 1 saw that their cap-
rain was a gorgeous woman, shorter than
any of the men, neatly attired, and also hav-
ing a Latin appearance: coal black hair and
olive complexion. She appeared to be abour
42 years old.

She stood up and smiled. The man released
my arm immediately. I rurned to say some-
rhmg to him, but he had disappeared in-
stantly. As I again faced this lady, I could
not for the life of me think of a single
thing to say. After a couple of seconds, she
again smiled and said, “Speak up, friend.
You're not hexed.”

After ralking and asking questions for
about a half hour, I realized they were
definitely not Furopeans. She did not tell
me her name or the name of their planet
at that time, just leaving me with a knowl-
edge that they traveled interplanctary and
were wise to everything going on all over
our world, and other planets also. She seemed
friendly, anxious to talk, etc. About the only
questions asked of me was what 1 called
the area which was Mormon Mesa, Nevada.
(She larer told me her name was Aura
Rhanes and their home planet was Clarion.
She said Clarion was definitely not a planet
known by some other name, and gave me
her reasons.)

I had decided not to tell anyone regard-
ing this episode as I knew I would be called
a liar. But upon returning to my job short-
ly after sunrise, my boss said, “Did Joc’s
plane come down out there where you were,
out of gas?”

“No,” I told him.

“Did a commercial airliner land out there
near vou?” he a\il.'ed

Another “no” answer.
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Finally, in desperation, he said: “T could
sce something come down out there and
there was no noise. Now if it wasn’t Joe’s
plane, what was it?”

When I finally broke down and rold him,
I just got the wicked eye treatment, and as
the news spread around, 1 was walked
around, etc.

Before they left she escorted me to the
outside and told me they would come again.
She said you just think of the place and day.
I have seen them eleven times altogether,
the last on November 2, 1952. At that time
she said we will see you again, possibly
next month. I was in the general area until
March of 1953 and have not seen anything
of them or any signs that might indicate
cven a falling star in the skies.

Claimed flying saucer contacts are not
necessarily few or far between.

Orfeo Angelucci, like Bethurum, asserts
to have “contacted” outer-spatial intelligence
in 1952. He compiled his experiences into
The Secret of the Saucers. He alleges to
have spoken to two saucer people one night
on his way home from work at a Burbank,
California aircraft plant and to have taken
a trip in a saucer at a later date.

Desmond Leslie, a Londoner, co-authored
Flying Saucers Have Landed (British Book
Centre, New York, 1953). He is an intensive
rescarcher and a capable writer.

In the fall of 1955 Leslie toured the United
States and parts of Mexico. He mer and in-
terrogated Salvador Villanueva. An intrigu-
ing account by Desmond Leslie of Senor
Villanueva’s anomalous “contact” was re-
counted in the excellent British periodical,
Flying Saucer Review.

Desmond Leslie:

“Salvador Villanueva is about forty years
old. He has a wife and seven children. He
neither smokes nor drinks and is well re-
spected in his Mexico City home. By trade
he is a driver; owning a car which he plics
for hire, mainly to tourists.

“For some time he feared to tell of his
strange experience lest people thought him
deceitful or mad (how often have we heard
this fear expressed!). But when the Mexican
papers began a series of articles on flying
saucers, he took courage and wrote to the
journalist concerned asking for an inter-
view. Since that day he has been subjecred
to all manner of tests for his integrity and
accuracy as a reporter. He has come through
them all with full marks,

“Between August 17-20, 1953, Villanueva
was employed by a couple of Texan-tour-
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ists to drive them from Mexico City to the
Texan Border. After covering about sixey
miles successfully, they had just passed
Cuidad Valleys when horrible noises came
from the crankshaft and the car ground ro
a halt. Examination showed that oil had
leaked from the differential and it soon be-
came obvious that the car would go no
further, not that nighr at any rate. The
Texans were angry. They unloaded their
baggage, engaged another car and drove off
without paying. Salvador tried to obtain
help bur without success. By then it was
beginning to rain so he decided there was
nothing for it but to spend the night in his
car and make arrangements for repairs in
the morning.

“A little later, about six p.m., he crawled
under the car for another look at the
damage, in the faint hope he might be able
to do something to get himself away from
this loncly spot. While lying on his back
beneath the car he became aware that he
had company. Right by his nosc were rwo
pairs of feet. The feet and the legs—what
he could sce of them from his prone posi-
tion—were normal except that they were
encased in a substance like scamless grey
corduroy. Salvador scrambled up to find
himsclf face to face with a couple of pleas-
ant-looking men, no more than four feet
six in height. Now, in Mexico, there are
many short people. Many of the pecasants
do not excced four and a half feet, so Vil-
lanucva was not unduly alarmed. He noticed
they were both clad from neck to the tip
of their toes in this one-piece grey material,
broken only by a wide perforated shiny
belt. Round their necks they wore metal
collars and on the back of their necks small,
black shiny boxcs.

“Under their arms they carried helmets
similar to thosc worn by jet-pilots or
American football players, so he assumed
them to be some kind of aviators who had
landed ncarby.

“The men smiled at him and one opened
the conversation:

“‘Are you having trouble?’”

“*Yes,' ” answered the driver, “
ential has broken, as far as | can see.

The man who addressed him smiled sym-
pathetically and spoke of one or two casual
things. He asked Villanueva a little about
himsclf, and he seemed quite friendly. The
driver, however, noticed that this man had
a pccullar accent as though he scemed to be
stringing  words tngcrhcr. His companion
said nothing. but occasionally  smiled  or
made other expressions suggesting he under-

‘my differ-
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Fifteen-year-old Michael Savage reports be took this pboto of a “z0-foot-in-diameter” flying
saucer from the back yard of bis San Bernardino, California, home on the day of July 19, 1956.

stood, so Salvador asked: “‘Doesn’t your
friend speak Mexican?’”

“‘No, but he is able to understand you.””

Then it began to rain again, so he invited
the two visitors to shelter with him in the
car. When they were inside they continued
the conversation.

“‘Are you aviators?’”

“Yes, we are.”

*“‘Is your plane ncar here?” ”

“‘Not very far.”

“‘“Where have you come from, if 1 1!1ighr
ask?’”

“‘We have come from very far”” And
they smiled.

“Still he felt there was nothing wrong
unril, as the night descended, his strange
new friend betrayed by his conversation thar
he knew far roo much for an ordinary man,
not only about this world but abour others
also. He spoke of places and cities and peo-
ple that made Villanueva a licde afraid.

/Google

Finally, somewhere around dawn, he asked
the qucsriml that was creeping into his
mind.

“*No," came the answer. *“"We are not
of this planet. We come from one far dis-

tant, but we know much about your world.” ™

“Of course, he did not believe him right
away. Ar first he felr they were playing
some kind of pracrical joke on him, and the
second man’s silent smiles irked him. Several
times during the night he accused them of
“raking rhe mickey out of him.” Poor Vil-
lanueva! By the time dawn broke he was
a very confused man.

“After sunrise, his companions said they
must leave. Then they asked if he would
carc to sce their machine, Stll faintly
hoping to find a conventiopal aircrafr with
wings and propellors, Villanueva agrced to
follow them. They led the way through the
bushes across a rather swampy piece of
land for abour half a kilometre. Onwards
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they walked, his two visitors marching
ahead of him. The ground became wet and
treacherous; he was sinking into muddy
pools, sometimes almost to his knees, But
the men in front—his eyes popped—the men
in front were not ~3inking at all. When their
grey- -clad feer touched Imldh" p(!ll]ﬁ the
mud sprang away from them as if repelled
by some invisible force. No dirt ever seemed
to come in contact with them and they re-
mained unspotted although his own boots
were by now caked in mud.

“He hesitated. The men in front turned
and smiled encouragement. So he plucked
up his courage and followed through the
rain-soaked scrub. Their feet fascinated
him. What incredible force allowed them
to walk over T'Illliltl\ imu]l. uncontaminated?
And what—again he felt afraid—what strange
force caused their perforated belts to glm'.
with their own light each time this h: 1p-
pened?

“Suddenly they came out into a kind of
clearing. There it stood, a great shiny craft
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unlike anything the simple Mexican had ever

seen. In form it had the shape of two huge

soup plates joined at the rim. Above it was
a shallow dome with portholes. The entire
structure, about forty feet across, rested on
three giant meral spheres or landing balls.
Unless this was some secret invention from
the United States, it was surely a ship from
another world.

“As they approached, a faint humming
came from within the crafr and a portion of
the lower hull opened ourwards, much
the manner of the rear entrance to a Martin
404 air liner, so that the inner side of the
panel formed a staircase to the craft and
the supporting cables became handrails. The
two men went up the short flight of steps,
pausing on the top to turn and look at their
earthly companion.

“‘Would you care to come inside with
us?'” came the invitation.

“Villanueva could only shake his head.
His wife, his family, his job, his home and
all the things he knew and loved suddenly
seemed very real. No, he would be afraid
to leave them for something alien and utter-
ly beyond his understanding.

“He turned and ran.

“When he regained the road he was
gasping for breath. He could hardly believe
his own senses. That this should have Hap-
pened to him! Impossible!

“Then he took a glance back the way he
had come. Something was happening back
there among the bushes; something light
was appearing. Something glowing white
rose slowly into view, hovering for a mo-
ment, then gaining speed it began a kind
of pendulum motion, a backwards and for-
wards arcing movement, like a falling leaf
going up instead of down. It attained an
altitude of several hundred feet by this
method; then, glowing brighter, shot up
vertically with incredible speed. In seconds
it was lost to sight. Only a faint swishing
sound marked its passage.

“Villanueva told no one. He had work
to do. His car needed attention and it was
the next night before he got back to his
home. His wife at once noticed his strained
appearance and asked him what was wrong.
Making quite sure none of the children
were listening, he told her, faltering and
hesitant, convinced she would consider him
insane.

“*No,” " she replied. “ ‘I do not think you
insane. | know you. You are my husband
and you would not deceive me. But others
—others will not believe you. Promise me
you will tell no one.’”
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Truman Bethurum, author of “Aboard a Flying Saucer,” claims be met a
crew from a flying saucer, including its lady captain, in Nevada in ’52.

... Flying Saucers
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Artist’s conceprion of the craft that Truman Bethurum said be boarded in Nevada during
1952. The drawing is reproduced from “Aboard a Flying Sancer” courtesyv DeVorss & (o,

“Thus Salvador Villanueva kept the mys-
tery to himself until a series of open-minded
articles by Fnrico Fspinosay vy Cossio
prompted him to tell others of his expe-
rience. To date he has not seen his visitors
again.

“Out on the road he related and re-
enacted the story to his examiners without
change or contradiction. The whole episode
was still vivid in his memory. He knew
what he had seen and heard; just rhat and
no more. A practical workingman, he had
learned to use his eves, and he was not in
the habit of being deceived.

“When | showed him the photos of the
Adamski saucer he said that though it was
similar to his ship there were several major
differences: for example, the double con-
vex hull and the curved underside. He did
not believe his visitors were Venusians.
They were small and clad in this one-piece
grey garment covering the feer as well as
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the body. He had the impression from their
talk, thnugh they did not name any planer,
that they had come from somewhere much
farther than Venus, maybe from worlds
beyond our vision entirely.

Notes:

“In this story,” observes Desmond Leslie,
“we come across the invisible repulsion field
so common to ‘contacts, this time operat-
ing on the visitors” bodies to prevent muddy
feer and sinking in the ooze.”

“We have the ‘falling leaf’ or pendulum
motion, described by so many close wit-
nesses. This is now believed to be due to
some kind of fluctuation on the ship as it
‘falls’ from one magnetic line to another
while near the carth’s surface.

“The costumes again,” continues Leslie,
“suggest a simple comfortable urility work-
ing garment. The luminous belt and the
helmet carried under the arm are, however,
new additions to the space-wardrobe. There

or gina | from

STATE UNIVERSITY

THE OHIO

101



102

s not

any

nd I

Jobn W. Wagner of Albamnbra, Calif., says this odd-shaped craft (upper richt) appemed upon
developing 16 wm negarive of phote be smapped in 1954 at Puddingstone Dam, Pomona, Calif.

seemed to be some connection berween the
glowing of the belt and the power neces-
sary to keep the wearer from sinking in the
mud.

“The ship, thnugh polished shiny metal
when grounded, glowed with a hl‘lght white
light on climbing, a light which increased
with the speed of ascent. Another common
occurrence,” the writer concludes.

There is one consolation in the above
“contact.” At least it isn’t just the poor,
crazy  Americanos who report the silly
platillo voladores.

And in 1954 cven staid Norway got into
the act.

Twenty-four-year-old Edith Jacobsen and
jz-year-old Asta Solvang—sisters—said they
met a man from some “curious contrap-
tion ., . . like two giant pot lids placed
together.” This descriprion doesn't exactly
fit the “official” explanation that the poor
girls had met an American piloting a heli-
copter. It is hoped chis explanarion was not

“official " admission that the sisters had
contacted something. 1f it was, this poor
“official” is probably sill wondering why
he was so enigmatically transferred to
Northern Iceland,

Digitized by GO& ) 1(3
3

The Norwegian Magazine N.A published
Miss  Jacobsens personal story, and  the
translation  of which  was condensed in
the Flying Saucer Review, as follows—

Edith Jacobsen:

“It was on Friday, August 20, last vear,
thar my sister and | went berry picking with
our uncle, Halvdan Jacobsen, and made the
contact. We picked blueberries and cloud-
berrics. It was a bright, sunny day, and
carly in the afternoon our uncle wandered
off on his own. How far? It is impossible
to say.

“Asta and I went out on a fen where we
thought there would be some nice berries
to pick, when suddenly we saw a man in
the distance. At first we thought he was
another berry picker, but when he came
nearer we saw he was not carrying any-
thing. We walked rowards him and won-
dered who he was.,

“As we got near him he smiled and
stretched out his hand. [, roo, smiled and
held out my hand, but he only brushed my
palm with his. Then he began to talk, but
we didn't understand a word. It didn't re-
semble any language 1 had heard, and |
have studied English and German, and 1|

Original frompg,,s
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am now studying Spanish. T have heard
French and Russtan on the radio.

“The stranger’s language was very soft
and melodious. It scemed to have few con-
sonants and no gutterals at all.

“When we gathered that the man must
be a foreigner from some distant country
we took a closer look at him. He was of
medium height, had pleasant, regular fea-
tures and long hair with a natural wave.
He was rather dark. We didn’t notice the
colour of his eyes, bur I believe they were
slightly oblique.

“His hands were beautiful and expres-
sive, with fine long fingers; rather like the
hands I imagined a fine pianist would have.
Hg wore no rings.

“He was clothed in a kind of overall,
but as he wore a broad belr it could have
heen trousers and a blouse. The blouse fitted
closely at the neck, but was otherwise loose.
I could not sce any buttons, zippers or
fastenings. We didn't notice how he was
shod,

“The thing that impressed us above all
was the genuine friendliness he emanared.
It gave us a fecling of gumlnm and security
so that we did not feel in the least bit
alarmed at the encounter. lis smile con-
vinced us that he did not contemplate any-
thing evil.

“When it became clear that we did not

understand him, and he did not understand

us, he produced something with which to
write. We took it for granted that it was
paper and pencil, so we took no particular
notice. He drew some circles, pointed out
over the moor and then at us, and then
pointed at himsclf and another circle. I had
at once the impression that he wanted to
tell us something about the solar system,
but perhaps I was mistaken.

“The man then made a sign for us to
follow him. He turned and walked out
along the fen. We followed, and not far
away we saw a curious contraption. It was
grey-blue and looked like two giant pot
lids placed together. It was about ten fect
in diameter and about four and a half fect
in_ height,

“Because the man was stll so calm and
convincingly friendly we were still not
afraid, even though we thoughe this a very
curious thing to find in the wilds. We ap-
proached the thing, but he made a sign
that we were not to come too close. He
then opened a kind of hatch on the top of
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the ‘rim’ which encircled the thing, crawled
in and shut himself in,

“Presently, we heard a faint humming,
like the droning of a large bumble bee, and
the curious vessel rose slowly while ro-
tating on its own axis.

“Then, and only then, did all 1 had read
abour flying saucers come to my mind.
When the saucer reached about 100 ft. it
hovered for a moment and then started
rotating very fast. Finally it rose at tre-
mendous speed and disappeared.

“Asta and 1 agreced not to tell anyone
about the incident. The visitor had gone,
and we had nothing with which to prove
our story. And without proof the story
would sound so fantastic that we were
afraid of being ridiculed.

“It was Asta who first told the story.
She couldn’t hide it from her husband.
That's why it spread around Mosjoen. A
reporter from the local paper got hold of
it and approached the police to ger their
confirmation, They asked us to make stare-
ments and later to take them to the locality
of the landing. There were no signs to be
found, bur that wasn't surprising as six
days had gonc since our meeting.

“After that we couldn’t venture out with-
out being stopped in the street to tell the
story anew.

“Many people laugh at us, and many are
angry because they believe we are pulling
their legs. But we have only told a story of
somcthing that definitely happened to us.

“We saw it simultaneously, and we re-
acted in the same way. But the questioning
we went through was so intense that at
times I thought 1 would lose my reason.
The whole thing is so fantastic that I can
readily understand why people who have
known me all my life refuse to believe
me. Pcople have a right to their own
opinions, but I earnestly wish that some
responsible person like a police official or
a parson had had this experience. At least
they would have been believed.”

Addendum by the Flying Saucer Review:

“Finn Norstorm, who interviewed the
sisters separately, said there were no discrep-
ancics in their accounts. He added that Edith
was mischievous cnough to enjoy playing a
great joke on pcople, but that it secmed
highly improbable that she should stretch the
jokc so far and to adhere so firmly to a
fabricated story.

“Asta is a very calm and well-balanced
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Now we bave the cup to go with the saucer. No data is available on this photo, therefore its
value to the UFO researcher is considered to be quite questionable, COURTESY AUGUST €. ROBERTS
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person, he said, even if she feels somewhat
troubled because of the uproar the atfair
had caused. Nobody who meets her would
take her for anything else bur an ordinary
housewife. She is quict, level headed and
views all world problems with indifference
if the porridge is in danger of burning.

“The girls’ uncle, Halvdan Jacobsen, who
accompanied them in their berry-picking
expedition, was troubled by the situation.
He said: ‘I hesitate to accuse the girls of
lving, but one fact is certain. No craft rose
from the forest that day. I was never more
than three or four minutes’ walk from the
girls, and | reckon 1 ought to have scen
or heard somicthing. No, flying saucers exist
only in people’s heads. We hear about
them from every part of the world. They
are weapons of the “cold war” causing
unrest and fear of war)

“The girls mother believes them, how-
cver. “That a man from another planct
should land here seems incredible to me!
she said, ‘but I have no knowledge of such
things. [ would only have pooh-poohed
the whole affair if I didn’t know my
daughters.’

“Commented Arvid Cven and Jan Brechan,
of the local road construction service: ‘We
believe: the story. People shouldn't be afraid
to believe something unusual. We know rhe
ladies; they are grown-up and trustworthy,
We have no opinion to offer as to the place
the man came from, but isn't it reason-
able to suppose that inhabitants of other
planets have progressed as far or farther
than us?’ "

Two and onc-half months later, a group
of Amcrican saucer enthusiasts said they
had “contacted” a flying saucer. And some
police officers back them up.

Young Ray Stanford, of Corpus Christi,
Texas, left on the morning of November
6, 1954, with companion John McCoy. Their
destination was Brownsville, Texas. Thev
planned to join a group there to form the
Texas Flying Saucer Rescarch Group.

Ray Stanford:

“Shortly after our arrival at Charre Courts
in Brownsville we met John Brand, who was
in charge of the meeting, and had an in-
teresting discussion.

“We began the mecting a licde larer
thateafternoon. During the mecting the pos-
sthilities of sccing a saucer over nearby
Padre Island came into my mind. This, 1
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suppose, is what made me suggest that we
go to the island that night and try for a
saucer contact. Lveryone agreed that it was
a pretty good idca.

“After about two hours, the Texas Flying
Saucer Research  Society was organized,
and the meeting was adjourned.

“We then went outside and discussed
what might happen that night. T do not
rcally know what the Brownsville fellows
thought of the possibilities, as none of them
had ever seen a saucer.

“At 6:30 P.M.. when we—all eight—had
arrived once again at the courts, we put on
some long overcoats that someone had fur-
nished and finally managed to pack our-
selves into one automobile. It gets quite
cool on November nights on the Padre
beach when the breeze blows off the Gulf
of Mexico.

“We arrived at Padre Island about 7:30
P.M. and procecded in a northerly direction
up the beach for about five miles. We were
afraid to risk going any further up this
beach at night for it is not very casy to get
out of that kind of sand if one should get
stuck.

“The island was a beautiful sight, with
the light of the Moon reflecting off the
miles and miles of rolling, white sand dunes.

“We decided that since eight was a rather
large group, it would aid in mental con-
centration if wg divided into two groups.
One group would go about a mile north
of the car and the other about the same
distance south. My group of four went
north.

“The group stood around for a few min-
utes, talking. Then acting on the theory that
any race who is advanced enough to con-
struct ships capable of interplanetary travel
would also be advanced in mental powers,
the two groups entered into deep concentra-
tion. This concentratdon would have aided
in any transmission of thought that would
have occurred between the two groups and
the beings piloting the flying saucers.

“Suddenly a strange feeling engulfed our
whole group. This fceling was unlike any-
thing [ have ever felt. The whole group
had the fecling at the same time.

“A picture, as if a color movie had been
turned on, passed through my mind. It was
of a white globe of light moving rapidly
across the sky.

“I described this to my group. They did

105

arch

nt



¥

mly swear that on th# night of November &, 1954

Island and witnessed for sone pericd of time
cer® as told in the article, "Contact With
nt &t that event was a State Highway Patrol-
¢ Hoyd, a Deputy Sheriff, Steve Woods,
referred to in the story

to the nature of the object, his affidavit

witness to the event, and such is the purpose of

igned avthority, in and for Cameron County,
sonally appeared Steve Woods, who being by me duly

says: that stated above,

sworn to befcre me, by the sald Steve Woods, this
seventh day ¢ Jemuary; 1956, to certify which witness my hand end seal
of office.

My Commission expires

- Fo

Affidavit in support of Ray Stanford’s contention that he and a group of flying saucer enthu-
siasts were confronted by a disc-shaped flying craft at Padre Island, Texas during year 1954.
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not know what to think.

“Then it happened!

“Lxactly as I had described, a white globe
with grear brilliance appeared parallel with
the horizon. It followed a zig-zag path for
quite a distance and than began to slow
down and disappear.

“At last we had done it! This was the
signal of a space ship from another world.
We had established contact!

“Had the other group made contact? We
wondered. Did they sce the signal too?

“As we approached the car, we heard the
group calling us. They, too, had made con-
tact. They knew it was a signal.

“The most amazing thing, however, was
that a member of the other group also had
received a telepathic message that a signal
would come and where it would appear.

“When both groups were together, a
thought scemed to prevail unanimously—
a space ship would approach at around
cleven o'clock.

“Our groups went back to ther places
again. We waited to see if a space ship
would come that night.

“The time was 10:55 P.AL Shortly a glow-
ing object appeared out over the gulf It
came closer and performed  some unique
mancuvers. lt had appeared at exactly the
same place where the signal was last seen.

“On and on it came. We finally were able
to steady our binoculars on it. [t had a dome
and flat botrom. We no longer fele the cold
wind nor heard the roar of the gulf,

I qeas a space ship frome aiother world!

“le was not coming toward us, however,
but was approaching the car. We would
have to start for the car so that we could
meet the ship there.

“As we moved rapidly for the car, some-
thing happened. The space ship was now
moving away! Gradually it disappeared
from sight. Our hopes fell. Bur then we
turned. Down the beach a car was ap-
proaching.

“Several times during the craft’s approach,
automobiles came into sight down the beach,
and each time the object would mysteri-
ously lose its luminosity.

“Then the object again came nearer--and
then it hovered. This time it did not lose its
luminosity. A car was coming down the
beach. We couldn't understand  why  the
object did not again disappear.

“The car drove up to us and kept its
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lights on. Tt was the State Highway Patrol!
Our first thought was to keep them from
secing the object, so John McCoy and David
Piller walked over to the left side of the
car hoping to block their view of the
object. At the same time I ran over to the
driver’s side. A highway patrolman was
driving. Inside with him were two deputy
sheriffs.

“The officer asked me what we were
doing. (And I shall have to admit that we
were a bit suspicious looking with the long
overcoats and no fishing tackle or the like.)

“*We are conducting cxperiments,” [ re-

licd.

*“Whar kind of experiments?’

“ *Scientific experiments,” I told him.

“All three officers got out. They marched
to the front of the car, keeping their
cyes constantly upon us. T hope I will be
forgiven at this point if 1 do not go into
a description of the words and thoughts
that transpired during the next few minutes.
[ did get onc definite impression, however—
and it was that it would not be very long
before they had us in the car if we did
not tell them what we were doing,

“So I told them: ‘If you really want to
know what we are doing, we came out
here to contact flying saucers, and we have
alrcady made contact. In fact,” and here 1
pointed to the space ship, which was hover-
ing behind and to the right of them, ‘you
can see it hovering there right now!”’

“They did not laugh. They did not even
crack a smile. They were too startled at such
an anazing sight.

“One of our group handed the highway
patrolman John's pair of 8x binoculars. The
officer walked over to the side of the car
and leaned on it. He stared at the saucer
for fifteen or twenty minutes. I have never
scen anyone so amazed. Then patrolman,
Don Hoyd, cut off the lights of the patrol
car. The window next to him was open, but
he did not even move his eyes or binocu-
lars off the craft for one second—he just
reached throngh the window and cut the
lights off.

“Several times while he was viewing
through the binoculars, some of us would go
and talk to him, but he would not answer us.

“As some of us were talking to Deputy
Ray Hoyd, Don his son, exclaimed thae the
object had a dome on wp and was fla
on the botton. Hoyd assured him that he
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Josepl Barbieri exanines hole made by “UFO" in signboard at New Haven. A. c. ROBERTS PHOTO
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Spectographic analysis of metallic fragments of a UFO. Apparently these were deposited by
impact of object as it tore through signboard at New Haven, Conil. COURTESY AUGUST C. ROBERTS
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knew it all the time for he could sce this
with the unaided cye.

“One member of our group told another
that he wished that the object would ma-
ncuver about so that the officers would
really get excited as it would be interesting
to watch their reactions. Just as he said
this, as if the saucer was in definite con-
tact, it began to mancuver.

“This, needless to say, impressed the offi-
cers.

“Then Ray Hoyd asked if we would
mind if he brought a radar set into the area
under G: Security. We told him that we
believed it would be better if they did not
bring once in, as Army Security would pre-
vent us from telling our story to the public,
which, we felt, was most important.

“Then he said, ‘1 sure would like to be
around when that thing lands” Ray Hoyd’s
opinion must have varied greatly, however,
for he later said that he wanted to be as
far away as possible should the saucer land.

“We told them that had nothing to worry
about as we were sure the ship would not
land with them around for two reasons:
(1) The patrolman was carrving a gun—
a .38 revolver, (2) The space people had
come to contact us, not to land for them.

“Don Hoyd told us that he had once
seen a saucer before this. He said that it
traveled at a rapid rate of speed. About
this time our attention was attracted by a
blinking light. Steve Woods, another deputy
sheriff, was trving to signal the saucer with
a powerful flash light. Ray Hoyd decided
to try it, too. He wok a large, powerful
spotlight out of the back of the car and
tried to signal it but without success.

“Then Hoyd turned to us, saying, ‘You
hnow, although 1 told you 1 would like
to be here when it lands, 1 am not so
sure that you would be so anxious for it to
land if vou had seen some of the ... (Army
or Air Force, he told us) ‘photographs of
these things that [ have scen’

“We looked at cach other, then up at the
ship. It made no difference to us how many
pictures he had seen. We knew the people
in that space ship were surely friendly. The
otticers had been there for about an hour.
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Don Hoyd and Steve Woods had gotten
into the police car, (And believe me, they
were ready to ger out of therc fast if that
thing came any closer.)

“We asked Ray Hoyd if he would be
willing to sign an affidavit, if we nceded
one, swearing that they saw the object and
that it was intelligently controlled and of
extra-terrestrial origin, He answered, ‘Yes,
I would swear an affidavit if you ever need
onc.)

“Then they lefe. The officers had been
there from about 12:35 to about 1:30 AL
Going to our car, we discovered that we
had a flat tire. When it was fixed, we found
that people were watching from a distance.
We knew by this that the object could
not afford to land now, so we left the
island between two and three A.M.

“But we left joyously, for we had now
made contact with people from another
world.

“The eleven witnesses to the contact were
Ray Stanford (myself) and John McCoy of
Corpus Christi, Texas; John Brand, David
Piller, Jerry lee Stecle. Uvaldo Champion,
Jr., Robert Colberge and Jimmy Rutledge
of Brownsville, Texas; Deputy Sheriff Steve
Woods, Srate  Highway Patrolman  Don
Hovd and his father, Deputy Sheriff Ray
Hovd, Port Isabel and Brownsville, Texas.

“I'wo of the officers have sworn affidavits
attesting  that they had witnessed the con-
tact,

“After leaving Padre Island, we immedi-
ately returned to Brownsville, Shortly be-
fore we reached our first stop we were
astonished to see directly above us and
traveling in the same dircction, the gigantic
space ship. It was glowing brilliant green
as it passcd over the city at three A.ML
It streaked over us and sped into the dis-
tance, as if to say—We came, are gone,
but shall return again!™

This concludes the so-called “contact
stories.” They are admitredly fantastic. But
they are also apparently an integral part of
the overall picture and history of the UFO's.
Iither they are true or they are hoaxes.
Perhaps a hine can't be drawn as to where
one extreme ends and the other beging,.  ®
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PHOTO BY JIM NELSON

oI N THE summer of 1952 a United

States Air Force F-86 jet interceptor
shot at a flying saucer. This fact, like so
many others that make up the full flying
saucer story, has never been told.”

If a book by a civilian authority on the
subject commenced with the two sentences
above, it would undoubtedly stir comment
and controversy. But when it is written by
Edward ]. Ruppele, the former captain who
headed the official Air Force flying saucer
investigative body—Project Blue Book—for
nearly three years, a feeling of “At last—
the truth!” surges within the reader. Rup-
pelt's book is The Report on Unidentificd
Flying Objects (Doubleday: $4.50).

Undoubtedly one of the most objective
works published to date, T'he Report on Un-
identified Flying Objects is “actually more
than a book,” prefaces the author. “It is a
report because it is the first tme that any-
one, cither military or civilian, has brought
together in one document all the facts about
this fascinating subject. With the exception
of the style, this report is written exactly
the way I would have written it had I been
officially asked to do so while I was chief
of the Air Force’s project for investigating
UFO reports—Project Blue Book.”

A myriad of hitherto unknown facts re-
garding the UFO enigma are made available
to the public in this mass unveiling (which,
incidently, has been cleared by the U.S. Air
Force). This volume relates, for the first
time, that:

As early as September, 1947, the Air Tech-
nical Intelligence Center—where Project
Blue Book is located—officially recognized
the existence of flying saucers.

At one time during the early stage of its
investigation the Air Force concluded that
UFO’s were space ships originating outside
of this planet.

In January, 1952, the first issue of 2 month-
ly Confidential UFO Bulletin was published
by ATIC. A panel of the country’s foremaost
scientists conyened in January, 1953, to an-
alyze the UFO situation. They concluded
that intelligent beings on other planets may
have, progressed to a highly advanced state
but there was no conclusive proof that the
UFO’s were under the direction of such be-
ings. This group urged the Air Force to
keep the public up to date in developments
as they occur relative to the UFO phenom-
ena, and to withhold nothing that is not
dewrimental to national security.

There have been no satisfactory explana-
tions which would solve the Tremonton,
Utah, as well as the several other motion
pictures of unidentified flying objects.

UFO’s have been observed simultaneously
both visually and via the radarscope; have
maneuvered in a manner that tends to in-
dicate intelligent control; and, if existent,
far surpass any aerial device known to
Earth.

After a UFO report was received at
ATIC, Ruppelt reported, it was classified
as “poor” or “good.” The “poor” reports
were immediately discarded. The remain-
ing “good” cases—the majority of which
came from qualified observers and profes-
sional men and women—were then checked
to establish the objects’ origin.

To help enlarge the scope of its investi-
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Jim: Nelson of the Wichita Eagle claimis be took this photo of a UFO on the morning of July
19, 1956. On this date thousands of persons throughout cemtral Kansas reported sighting a
mysterious “ball of light,” and military planes were initially reported to have sighted the object
on their radarscopes. (This was denied). After sighting the UFO, Brian Coyne, city editor
of Arkansas Traveler, declared: “I'm a believer now, brother, That was no reflection...”

gation, Project Blue Book engaged the serv-
ices of an independent rescarch laboratory
(unufﬁu.al]v termed Prn|ur Ivy). In con-
nection with this project, 1B lmnch cards
were used to record all characteristics of
the UFO: size, shape, color, velocity, phys-
ical attributes, MO (modus up(-r.lrull) etc.,

The data recorded on these cards were
then compared with balloon charts, known
astronomical bodies, meteorological phenom-
ena, p]us all other possible sources to de-
termine a “Known,” “Probable,” or “Pos-
sible™ conclusion. Those reports remaining
unsolved were listed as “Unknowns.”

Bv mid _lﬂt’lllal'\. 1953, 4 total of 1593
UFO reports had been analyzed. They
were evaluated and sifted into these cate-
gories:

Balloons—18.51 percent.

Aircraft—11.76 percent.

Astronomical Bodies—14.20 percent.

Other—g4.21 percent.

Hoaxes—1.66 percent.

Reports with insufficient data to evaluate
—212.72 pereent,

Nearly 27 percent of the reports defied
explanation.

However, it may be significant to note
that only §5.34 percent were resolved into
“Known” objects; 16.74 percent  were
“Probables,” and 22.39 percent were desig-
nated as “Possibles.”

Another important but previously un-
known fact brought forth by The Report
on Unidentified Flving Ohjﬂrr; is the Major
Dewey Fournet report. Major Fournet, who
was the Pentagon liaison officer to Project
Blue Book, prepared for the Air Force an
“analvsis of the motions of the reported
UFO’s in an attempt to determine whether
thev were lmclllgcntlv controlled,” the
author related.

“Since such critical methods of evalua-
tion had been used, these few reports proved
bevond a doubt that the UFO's were in-
telligently controlled by persons with brains
equal to or far ﬁurp.w.m;, ours.

“The next step,” Ruppelt continued,
“. .. was to find out where they came from.
'}-'.arthlings' were  eliminated, leaving the
final answer-—spacemen.”

{ The [')f:p[. of Defense Office of Public
Information was recently asked to release
the Fournet report to the press. It declined.)

The former Air Force authority on UFO's
resolves the seemingly endless hassle over
whether they exist into one question:
“What constitutes proof?”

“Does a UFQ have to land ar the River
I'ntrance to the Pentagon, near the Joint
Chicfs of Staff offices?” Ruppelt asks. “Or
is it proof when a ground radar station de-
tects a UFO), sends a jet to intercept it, the
pilot sees it, and looks on with his radar,
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onlv to have the UFO streak away at a

phenomenal speed? Is it proof when a jet
pilot fires at a UFO and sticks to his story
even under the threat of court-martial?
Does this constitute proof?

“I'll give you the facts—all of the facts—
you decide.”

The Air Force, according to Ruppelt, has
periodically blown both hot and cold on
the subject.

First Project Sign—the Air Force’s ini-
tial UFO investigating body—concluded, in
a top secret Estimate of the Situation, that
UFO'’s were, indeed, interplanetary vehicles.
Then a complete reversal took place when
the name was—significantly, according to
Ruppelt—changed to Project Grudge.

“To reach their objective,” he says, “Proj-
ect Grudge launched into a campaign that
opened a new age in the history of the UFO.
If a comparative age in world history can
be chosen, the Dark Ages would be most
appropriate.  Webster's Dicrionary  defines
the Dark Ages as a period of ‘intellectual
stagnation.’”

All of which brings the rather confused
history of the UFO investigation up-to-
date.

What next?

“I wouldn't want to hazard a guess as to
what the final outcome of the UFO investi-
gation will be,” Author Ruppelt observes,
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“but I am sure that within a few years there
will be a proven answer. Slowly but surely
+ « « they are working closer to the answer—
closer to the proof.”

He concludes: “Maybe the final answer
will be that all of the UFQ's that have been
reported are merely misidentified known
objects. Or maybe the many pilots, radar
specialists, generals, industrialists, scientists,
and the men on the street who have told me,
‘I wouldn't have believed it either if I hadn’t
seen it myself, knew what they were talk-
ing about, Maybe the earth is being visited
by interplanetary spaceshi

“Only time will rell.”

Ruppelt’s book, unfortunately, was com-
pleted prior to the Air Force release of
October 25, 1955, discrediting the objective
existence of the flying saucer. However the
author requested, and received, a statement
from the former chief USAF authority on
the discs (currently a research and contract
engineer on guided missiles for a leading
West Coast aircraft manufacturer) relevant
to the derogatory Air Force news release.

As follows:

February 13, 1956

To begin with, the newspapers, or at least
many of them, seemed to have badly wmis-
construed this release. The press bits that 1
saw intimated that the Air Force was saying
that such things as vertical take-off fighters,
the new AVRO “saucer” and several other
aircraft of radical design had been sighted
by people and mistaken for UFO's. | bave
the relcase and this was not the case. All
that it said, possibly in an effort to throw
cold water on the UFO reports, was that in
the future sucl aircraft might be reported
as UFO’s. If the press, or at least those that
played up these types of aircraft as “the
answer,” bad been on the ball they would
know that there are only twe VTO air-
craft in existence; that those two aircraft
are at Edward’s Air Force Base; and that
they do not stray but a few miles from the
instrumented test ranges at Edwards. It will
be several vyears, probably, before this
AV RO saucer-shaped aircraft ever flies. All
of these data have been published in Avia-
tion Week Magazine.

Probably the most astounding part of the
press release, at least to me, was the state-
ment that a report “based on a study by a
private scientific group under the supervi-
sion of the Air Technical Intelligence Cen-
ter” concluded that all but a’'very few UFO
sightings could be explained. This was a
shock to we because | was the one that bad
this study made, | worked with the people
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Edward ]. Ruppelt, fornier
director of Project Blue
Book for the Air Force.

that made it, and 1 know bow they nuade it.
In the first place the study wasi't made to
try to selve the overall UFO problem. It
was an attempt to see if a statistical study
of UFO reports would give any indications
that the UFO's actually were sowmething that

we knew nothing about. In other avords .

something unknown, be the unknowns in-

terplanetary spaceships, a new natural phe-

nontena, sowme type of aircraft from some
country on this earth, etc. The answer was,
after spending a considerable amount of
mroney, statistical methods were no good
for a study like this. They didin't prove a
thing. The results were such that by in-
terpreting them in different ways you could
prove anything that you wanted to. This is
not a good study. | was out of the Air Force
by the time that the report awas published
in its final printed form but 1 saw the wun-
published draft and had awritten it off as
aworthless.

Another interesting point is that the re-
port was finished im September 1953 and it
awasn't released as the “latest hot dope”
until October 1955.

Edward |. Ruppelt.

In early July 1956 Pat Michacls, news

Digitized by GOt 'Sle

chief of KWIZ, Santa Ana, California, was
one of several to go on a Navy sponsored
junket to Honolulu. He and the other news-
men were briefed wirh Naval Air Reserve
Squadron VP771, at Los Alamitos Naval
Air Station, California,  What  Alichaels
heard made news. His account for the
Orange County News Service was dis-
patched upon his return in mid-July.

“The United States Navy will not public-
lv admit that it believes in flving saucers,”
he wrote, “bur it has officially ordered com-
bat-ready pilots to ‘shoot-to-kill' if saucers
are encountered . . .

*The information was first learned when
Navy pilots navigating trans-Pacific routes
from the United States to Hawaili were
ordered in a briefing session to engage and
identify ‘any unidentified flving objects.’

“If the UFO's (saucers) appeared hostile,
the briefing officer told pilots of Los Ala-
mitos Naval Station reserve squadron VP
771, they are to be engaged in combat.

“In Honolulu, members of the squadron
talked over the unique orders. It was found
that the orders are not unusual. They are
a standard command issued to pilots on the
trans-Pacific hop.”

Original from <
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Michacls continued: “. . . although the Air
Force has publicly stated it does not believe
in the existence of saucers, extensive opera-
tional procedures, including forms of com-
bat have been devised by various air de-
fense commands .. .”

He added that “operational procedures
for a UFO scramble apparently are highly
classified. Most officers refused to discuss
the Pentagon's plans or modes of saucer
combat. However, it was learned that a
concrete plan of action does exist, covering
all types of saucer sightings. The plans re-
portedly can be swung into action within
seconds.”

How do Navy pilots react to the reported
“orders?”

“How do we know our bullets will work
on a UFO?"” one pilot was quoted as asking
the Orange County News Service corres-
pondent.

“And if we do shoot,” the Navy pilot
continued, “that’s asking them to shoot back.
And we don’t know what they’re to shoot
at us!”

The author contacted Licutenant Com-
mander Robert Murphey at the Los Ala-
mitos Air Station on the following Septem-
ber 26 for verification or denial. Lt. Comm.
Murphey said he doubred the story. But he
didn’t deny it.

“This is Ben Shirley at News Hceadquar-
ters of the Air Force Association Conven-
tion in the Roosevelt Hotel,” began the
News Director of WSMIB, New Orleans,
at noon on August 3, 1956. “Dramatic News
which could affect the lives of every man,
woman and child on this carth has been
given cxclusively to WSMB and this re-
porter . . .

“As you know, some 30 or more coun-
tries are taking part in what is technically
known as PROJECT VANGUARD . ..
That project is the launching of those 20-
inch globes into outer space next yecar by
this country, as a part of its participation
in the International Geophysical Year.

“. .. WSMB has been told by some of
the highest ranking government officials in
this country thar the Air Furcc, in spite
of claims to the contrary, is vitally con-
cerned about Flying Saucers. Publicly, the
Air Force bas never denied that these flying
saucers could be space ships from other
plancts . . .”

Shirlcy went on:

“Next year, when those carth satellites
arc shot out beyond the carth’s atmosphere,
at least two, and possibly more of thewm,
will be equipped with special electronic
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instruments which will be used to study
Flying Saucers when they are observed.

LA top scientists,” continued the news-
caster, “. . . arc convinced, even though no
public announcement has been made, that
the earth is under constant surveillance by
these vessels from outer space, and it is
for this reason that at least two of thosec
multi-million dollar earth satellites will be
especially equipped to study the so-called
saucers.

“Recent developments mtemationally,
Shirley concluded, “have more than ever
convinced many of the world’s top scien-
tists that the world must make every effort
to contact these saucers, and their pilots
and crew members.”

The ambiguity of Ben Shirley’s report is
frustating. Just how could these satellitic
vehicles “study” and ‘“contact” UFO's?
Their internal volume is extremely limited.
The data that they do accumulate will be
recorded on strips of magnetic tape which
will be “stored” and telemetered to Mini-
track stations on earth for only a few sec-
onds at a time several times per day. This
will hardly grant the opportunity for any
complex operations and studies. And how
docs a 20-inch sphere “study” a flying
saucer?

The News Director of WSMB says he
doesn’t know,

Some of the instrumentation presently
scheduled to be installed in the Vanguard
missiles—for the detection of cosmic, solar,
ulrra-violets and X-radiations; gecomagnetic,
aurora and ionozation phenomena; atmos-
pheric density; temperature studies, and the
like—conceivably may record the proximity
of alicn bodies without additional modifica-
tion. Edward J. Ruppelt, for example, has
indicated that there has been a definite
relevancy between some UFO sighting re-
ports and increases in radiation. And these
increases have been rccorded up to one-
hundred-fold in intensity.

It is virtually impossible to conjecture as
to how these miniature satellites may “con-
tact” space ships. And why would they be
nceded in the first place?

Still Ben Shirley maintains his sources
are good. He says that he has known onc
of them “as reliable and dependable” for
more than 12 years, from the time he was
a Washington correspondent for the United
Press.

The information he was given, Shirley
adds, was not “classified,” although his
source “emphasized that it was being kepe
under wraps for the time being.” ]
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United Artists® film, “Unidentified
Flying Objects,” used this authentic
USAF Project Blue Book formrat (left)
in recounting accurate history of the
UFQO from the years 1947 through 1952.
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éhapter o #

The Problems
Today

F YOU shut up truth and bury it under
the ground, it will but grow, and gatber

to itself such explosive power thar the day
it bursts through it will blow up everything
in its way. —Emile Zola.

The problems facing resolution of the
world engrossing phenomena of the un-
identified aerial objects are manifold.

The ridicule and lc\'ity laid to these dis-
paragingly designated “flying saucers” over
the vears has done nathing to secure a more
objective attitude from the press and public.
Many who have sighted UFO's have con-
tinually refused to come forth to add some
minute but possibly important data, the
gradual accumulation of which will unques-
tionably and ultimately resolve these anom-
alies.

As was expressed in the preceding chap-
ter, the Air Force has consistently—and it
must not have been easy—reversed its policy
relevant to the UFO enigma. Reports—
reports which were obviously never re-
leased—ran the gamut from hinting to em-
phatically declaring the objective reality of
extra-terrestrial vehicles. The author doesn't
say this. But such men as Edward J. Rup-
pclt (for two-and-one-half vears Director
of Project Blue Book), Albert M. Chop
(former Chief, Press Section, Air Martériel
Command) and Dewey ]. Fourner (former
Director of Intelligence Liaison between the
Pentagon and Project Blue Book) do.
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Is anyone willing to call these one-time
Air Force personnel liars? The Air Force
hasn't—and apparently won't.

One of the country’s foremost civilian
authorities on UFQ’s and the Air Force
Project Blue Book is Donald E. Keyhoe,
a retired Marine Corps Major, residing
near Washington, D.C. He has authored
three of the fundamental books on the
subject: The Flying Saucers Are Real (Faw-
cett, 1950), Flying Saucers from Outer
Space (Henry Holr, 1953) and The Flying
Saucer Comprracy (Holt, 1955).

On April 3, 1956, Major Kevhoe formu-
lated and dispatched a letter to United States
Senator Harry F. Byrd (of the state of
Virginia) expounding what relates—the au-
thor believes—to The Problems Today. The
following is a verbatim reproduction of this
missive, prefaced by this recent communica-
tion to the author:

Dear Mr. Miller:

You have my permission to use my letter
to Senator Byrd and the related material.
1 believe your book summarizing the UFO
situation will serve a good purpose, espe-
cially since you are not endorsing the al-
leged comtact or comwnnunications stories.

Sincerely yours,

Donald E. Keyhoe

Major, U. S. Marine Corps, retired.
Alexandria, Virginia

April 3, 1956
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Albert M. Chop, former press chief, Air Material
Conmmand, handled Blue Book press relations.

Senator Harry F. Byrd,
Senate Office Building,
'Hfas'nington, D.C.
Dear Senator Byrd:

During a recent Detroit address, given
before the Engincering Society of Detroit
and the American Chemical Society, mem-
bers of the audience asked us how to secure
certain hidden facts regarding the Air Force
investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects,
I recommended that they write their elect-
ed Senators and Representatives and  insist
that the Air Force end its present mislead-
ing policy.

Now, as a resident, property owner and
taxpayer of the State of Virginia, 1 am re-

pigitized by (3O '816

questing vour assistance in ending Air Force
contradicrions and secrecy

First, however, | should like to identify
myself. I am a U. 8. Naval Academy grad-
uate and a former Marine Corps pilot, now
retired with the rank of Major, U. S. Marine
Corps. After a crash at Guam, in the 20, 1
became Chief of Information for civil aero-
nautics. In rg26, I managed the U. S. tour
of rhe *Josephine Ford” which your brother,
Admiral Richard F. Byrd, and Huvd Ben-
net flew over the North Pole. I° believe
that Admiral Byrd will vouch for my in-
tegrity. In 1927, 1 was assigned as aide to
Chl. Charles A. Lindbergh for his air tour
of the 48 states. Since then, except for an

nal fror Saucers
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active-dury period in World War Two, 1
have been a writer, my articles appearing
in the Reader’s Digest, Saturday Fvening
Post, Cosmopolitan, Redbook, The Ameri-
can Magazine, This Weck, The American
Weckly and over 20 other publications.

In 1949, True Magazine asked me to in-
vestigate the “ﬂying saucer” mystery. Since
then, 1 have interviewed many pllote radar-
men, and other highly qualified witnesses,
reporting their sightings and  opinions,
along with official Air Force rcports, in
three books. During 1952 and early ’s3,
when high Intelligence officers were plan-
ning to tell the public the facts, I was in
close cooperation with the Air Force. At
this time, several official ATIC statcinents
and 41 formerly classified UFQ (Unidenti-
fied Flying Objccts) reports were declassi-
fied specifically for my use. But in Feb-
ruary  of 1953 the policy again was re-
versed, with seerecy and an “explain away
and ridicule” policy once more invoked.
Because of the inherent dangers in this cen-
surship—and the Air Force has insisted no
seeurity is involved -1 urge that you for-
ward the followi ing questions and starements
to Sceretary of the Air Force Donald A,
Quarles, with a request for specific angwers.

1. Why has the Air Foree concealed an
official Intelligence report, dared Sepr. 23,
1947, which stated the flying saucers were
real?

For your information, this repore was
signed by the Chicf of the Air Technicul
Intelligence Center, approved by all mem-
bers of ATIC, and submitted via Director
of Air Force Intelligence to the Connmand-
ing General, Army Air Force.

2. Why has the Air Force kept from the
press the official ATIC “Istimate of the
Situation,” drawn up in the summer of
1948, which stated that they, the flving
saucers, were interplanetary space ships?

3. With the two above-mentioned docu-
ments in its hands, why did the Air Force,
in December 1949, tell the press that the
flying saucers were hoaxes, mirages, hallu-
cinations and mistakes by pilots? Why did
the Air Force deliberatcly omit the scrious
reports and opinions of hundreds of veteran
Service and airline pilots, airport tower
conrrollers, radar experts and other trained
observers who insisted the saucers were
unknown machines under intelligent control?

4- Why has the Air Force hidden the
1952 Air Force Intelligence analysis of the
flving saucers’ “controlled motion™ and i
specific conclusion that these UFO's were
imerplancmry space ships?
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5. Why has the Air Force kepr secret the
recommendations of a panel of top scien-
tisty and aviation leaders, agreed to in Jan-
uary 1953, that the UFO investigation be
greatly enlarged and rhat the American peo-
ple be given all information on “saucers”
in Air Force possession, including the of-
ficial conclusions?

6. \Why has the Air Force hidden all
UFO reports from the public since 1953—
even those it had previously released?

7. If the flying saucers are non-existent,
as Sccretary Quarles has tried to convince
the public, why are Service pilots, radar-
men and other trained observers officially
muzzled?

For your information, the official orders
arc JANAP 146, AFR :00-2, and official in-
structions to personnel of the Civil Aero-
nautics Admunistration based on JANAP
146. This latter order also applies to civilian
airline pilots who reporr flying saucers of-
ficially, on a communication system known
as  CIRVIS—Communications  Instructions
for Reporting Viral Intelligence Sightings.

8. If the flving saucers are imaginary,
why do armed Air Defense Command jets
continue to chase these UFO's, by stand-
ing ADC orders? Why does the Air Force
continue to spend the taxpayers” money in
a global invesrigation of flying saucers by
hundreds of lntclhguue otficers, the 4(;ozd
Air Intelligence Service Squadron, and by
top-ranking scientists and consultants under
secret Air Force contract?

9. Why did Seccretary Quarles and cer-
tain Air Force officers state in Special Re-
port 14 that no pattern had been found,
no indication of intclligent mancuvers, and
not cnough data to build a working model
—when in December 1949 the ATIC Project
“Grudge” Reporr stated that the majority
of reports described a disc-shaped object
about 1/10th as thick as its diameter?

Why did this Special Report 14, dated
Oct. 25, 1955, list several of its weakest
sighting reports as the “cream of the crop”
when actually the Ineelligence files showed
hundreds of batHing, unsolved reports by
the most experienced pilots, guided missile
trackers, and other trained observers?

10. Docs the Air Force agree with Gen-
cral  Douglas MacArchur’s  statement,  as
published by the New York Times, Octo-
ber B, 1955, that the world nacions will
have to unite against attack by people from
other plancts?

11, The existence of the official docu-
ments mentioned in Para, 1, 2, 3 and 5, has
been  contirmed  publicly by Fdward .
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Secretary of the Air Force Donald A. Quarles. The Air Force has initiated
a policy of “silence.” Air Force regulation ¥200-2 probibits the release of any
data relative to the UFO, and the Office of Public Information at the Penta-
gon refuses all comment concerning these phenomena. US. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Ruppelt, formerly head of the Air Force
UFO Investigative agency, Project Blue
Book. Does Secretary Quarles claim rthar
Mr. Ruppelt is lying to the public?
During the past seven ycars, an Air Force
“silence group” has repeatedly “explained
away” the most important UFO sightings;
it has led millions of citizens to ignore the
“saucer” reports as nonsense. To achieve
this, it has ridiculed the best qualified wit-
nesses here and abroad. To name a few:
Col. Donald J. M. Blakeslee, Warld War
2 ace, Commander of a fighter escort wing;
Capts. Jack Adriance and W. B. Nash, Pan
American Airlines; Capt. Richard Case,
American Airlines; Capt. Clarence B. Chiles,
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Fastern Airlines; Capt. E. J. Smith, United
Airlines; Capt. Lawrence Vinther, Mid-
Continent Airlines; Senior Traffic Controller
(radar) Harry Barnes, Washington Na-
tional Airport; Dr. Clyde Tombaugh, dis-
coverer of the Planet Pluto, and now in
charge of the official “sky search” for un-
known satellites. If you wish, 1 can eupplv
many other witnesses' names, of equal im-
portance, including pilots of the Air Force,
Navy, Marine Corps, guided missile track-
ers, CAA tower operators, and other ex-
perts, here and in a dozen other countries.

Fither all the trained observers are incom-
petent, or liars—or the Air Force is hiding
the rruth from the public. Since these hun-
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dreds of pilots continue to guide planes
through bad weather, with many lives in
their hands, T think their comperency s
obvious,

It has long been established that the
“Saucers” could not be U. S. or Russian
devices. If we had had such global ma-
chines perfected in 1947, why didnt we
use them to save lives in Korea? Why
have we kept on building ordinary missiles
and jer planes?> Why would we risk inter-
national anger by secretly operating such
devices all over the world, violating other
nations’ boundaries and spying on their
defenses? Obviously, the saucers—with their
tremendous speeds and fantastic mancuvers—
arc not carth-made. If they were Russian,
the USSR would long ago have used them
to force the Free World to surrender; the
Russians would not be desperately trying
to bear us in the race for air and missile
SUprenicy.

The answer, as stated by ATIC in 1948
and again in 19352, is plain; the flying saucers
are interplanctary machines, observing our
world for reasons unknown—or reasons hid-
den by the Air Force.

But the Russians, by a false claim that the
“saucers” were theirs, might frighten many
people in the Free World at a crucial time,
For this reason alone, we should be gl\ en
the trurh. Secondly, if the UFO's are in-
terplanetary, the Air Foree has lefr us
completely unprepared for any arttempied
communication by this unknown race.

May T respectfully request, Senator Bvrd,
that you cxamine the evidence, or have it
cxamined by competent analysts outside the
Air Force? In the best intcrests of the
American people, and of the world, T urge
that you ask for a Congressional investi-
gation into the Air Force sccrecy on this
subject. Such an investigation should call
for public testimony by men who have
fought for the truth:

General 'W. N. Garland, USAF; Col.
Frank Dunn, USAF; Col. W, S. Smith, In-
telligence, USAF; Major Dewcey Fournet,
USAF; Col. D. J. Blakeslece, USAF; Fdward
J. Ruppelt, former head of Project Bluc
Book; William Lear, of Lear, Inc., elce-
tronics and aviation industrial leader, who
has declared the saucers to be inrerplanc-
tary; Prof. Herman Oberth, space-travel
expert and rocker dcsigncr. now on secrer
work ar Redstone Arsenal, and all the Air
Force, Navy, Marine Corps and airline
pilots whose reports are on record.

In such an investigation, the Air Force
should be required to reveal all the now
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hidden reports and analysis-the detailed
sightings and ATIC explanations, all UFO
morion-picture analyses, and verbatim copies
of the 1937, 1948 and 1952 Intelligence docu-
ments 1 have mentioned.

If such a hearing is held, 1 shall be glad
to testify, under oath, to the facts and to
the censorship which 1 derailed in The
Flying Saucer Conspiracy, published last
December. Thus far, the Air Force has
avoided answering any of the charges |
made.

Undoubtedly, many, if not all, of the
“silence group” belicve they are acting in
the best interests of the country in con-
cealing the facts. But the 1953 recommen-
dation to “tell the public the truth” by the
top-level pancl of scientists, is, T belicve,
the only wise course. The American people
are not children; with the tremendous is-
sues involved, they have a right to know
the rtruth—what they may have to face,
perhaps in the near future.

I am ﬂvmg to lowa romorrow to visit
my mother, bur I expece to rerurn by Sun-
d.ly the 8th. 1 shall rclephone your office
on Monday, and I am hoping that the Air
Force will reply promptly when you for-
ward my questions, or the enclosed copy
of this leerer.

If you desire further information, with
specific names, dates, and details, T shall be
glad to discuss the subject with you, or to
ANSWCET '\'(llll' llUL‘\tiU"S.

Sincerely yours,
Donald [ Keyhoe
Major, U. S. Marine Corps,
Retired
Fnc. Copy of this letter.

Nearly one month later, the Air Force
answered Major Keyhoe's allegations. At
least they imply they did.

Here is Major General Joe W. Kelly's
reburtal, kindly submirted by Major Keyhoe:

Deparrment of the Air Force
Washington
1 May 1956
Othce of the Secretary
Dear Mr. Chairman:

I refer to your expression of interest in
behalf of Major Donald E. Keyhoe con-
cerning the Unidentified  Flying  Object
Program.

Major Kevhoe's lerter is rypical of many
received by the Air Force from well-mean-
ing persons who feel thar action should
be taken to sccure the so-called “true facts™
allegedly withheld by the Air Force in its
m\nnu.ltmn and an: I]\’\I\ of so-called “fly-
ing saucers,” The Air Force strives to ana-
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Wendell V. Swanson, radar specialist to Project Blue Book, Air Tech-
nical Intelligence, played bimself in “Unidentified Flying Objects.”

lyze and answer each letter of this type
regardless of the narure, motives, or ob-
jectives of the writer.

On May s, 1955, the Air Force declassi-
fied its special study,
Report Number 14, “Analysis of Reports
of Unidentified Aerial Objects.” This study
represents the critical analysis made of the
sum total of all reports of sightings made
from 1947 to May 1955. It includes the
paimtaking efforts of highh competent
‘n{,Icnl'l"-['i* [lnil[\-‘pl'-'(‘: lrl.\('\ngatur" and spe-
cialists. This very detailed, extensive report
was prepared hy a civilian scientific group,

Google

Project Bluebook,

The reports were derived from all sources,
ranging from well-known scientists and ex-
perienced pilots to the average man in the
street. The report is available for examina-
tion by rhe general public.

The' Sccretary of the Air Force on 25
October 1955 puh]wh released the summary
of report f\uluhcr 14 containing the results
of the investigation begun by the Air Force
in 1947 into this field. This summary stated
that rhmugh the continued use of the serv-
ices of well-trained scientists and by con-
stantly improved analytical and investigative
methods, the Air Force has reduced the

"Hying Saucers



number of “unknowns” from approximately
10% in 1954 to three percent as of this
date. The “unknowns” are, of course, the
prime concern of the Air Force. We shall
continue to investigate them rcgardless of
how low the percentage may become, How-
ever, the following conclusions of all these
studies with regard to the “unknowns” may
be reiterated:

There is total lack of evidence that the
phenomena observed have inimical or hos-
tile forces behind them.

There is a total lack of evidence that
they are interplanetary vehicles.

There is a total lack of evidence that
they represent technological developments
outside the range of present-day scicentific
knowledge.

There is a total lack of evidence that
they constitute any threat to the security
of this country.

The Air Force feels that every question
or allegation posed by Major Keyhoe, as
well as the many statements made by indi-
viduals in or out of the Air Force, will
fall in onc or more of the four major con-
clusions,

You may bhe assured that the Air Force
shall continue to study, analyze, and present
to the public full facts on this subject. We
appreciate the opportunity of responding to
your request for information in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)
Joe W. Kelly
Major General, USAF,
Direcror,
Legislative Liaison
Inclosure
Honorable Harry Flood Byrd
Chairman, Committee on Finance,
United States Senate

Where are the answers?

Major Keyhoe pointedly asked 11 ques-
vons. Yet—where are the answers?

“As you will sce,” Keyhoe wrote to the
author on May 31, 1956, “General Kelly,
speaking for the Air Force, refuses to an-
swer any of the 11 questions Senator Byrd
forwarded to Secretary Quarles. Instead,
he tries to divert attention by pointing to
Project Blucbook Special Report 14. To my
mind, Report 14 is the most flagrant of
all actempts to deceive the public, in regard
to flying saucers. As you were rold by Capt.
Fd Ruppelt, some time ago, this ‘study’
which the Air Force now labels the larest
dope actually was thrown our in 19353 as
unsound,

“It is obvious from General Kelly's letter
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that not even a United Srates Senator can
get the true facts from the Air Force, unless
there is a nationwide, concerred effort by
cnough of the public to end this censor-
ship . ..

“Kelly’s letter,” the former Marine Corps
Major continues, “is full of errors in fact.
Special Report 14 did 7ot contain the re-
suls of the AF investigation since 1947.
Instead, it contained a distorted picture,
leaving out hundreds of the most authentic
cases, covering up the fact that many top
Air Force Intelligence officers believed the
saucers to be interplanetary. The letter gives
the impression that all but 3% of the sight-
ings have been explained, when actually
this 3% applics only to a very small num-
ber of cases in 1955. Furthermore, if you
examine the amazing ‘explanations’ in the
Project Grudge report of 1949, vou will
find thar these were, in many cases, de-
liberately  contrived—and that the analvsts
themsclves admitted they were stretching
the answers bevond all reason,”

Concludes Major Keyhoe:

“The American people have a right to
know the facts and it is high rime thar
military censorship be put in its right place
—to cover information vital to our security,
and nothing else.”

In a communication to the author dated
October 22, 1956, Dewey J. Fournet, Jr.—
the former Intelligence liaison officer in the
Penragon for Project Blue Book—indicated
that he was considerably disappointed in the
current Air Force policy to de-emphasize
the UFO project.

He added that he felt this revised policy
is not only unjustified but could eventually
be detrimental to our nation’s welfare.

In the Journal of the Optical Society of
America for 1953, Professor J. Allen Hynek
deplored the ridicule levied at flying saucer
sightings and sighters. He said the various
implications directed toward observers of
these phenomena  accomplishes  “nothing
constructive.” Dr. Hynek was the chief
civilian scientific consultant to Project Blue
Book, and is presently Associate Director of
the (Vanguard) Sarellite Tracking Program
for the Smithsonian  Astrophysical Obser-
vatory.

F.xtra-terrestrial vehicles in our presence
would obviously necessitare the acceprance
as fact—or at least a logical assumption--
thar another -or other—worlds are inhabired.

Theologians  have often postulated  that
nany of these planets would not have been
created for the sole purpose of remaining
desolate and lifeless. There is plan and pur-
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pose to the universe, they argue, so it is
almost well nigh impossible for these spheres
to not be habitations for some life.

Scientists generally think likewise, but
base their conjectures solely upon mathe-
matical probabilities.

“We are not alone.”

These emphatic and haunting words were
declared by Harlow Shapley—then the
Director of a Harvard College Observa-
tory—in the Atlantic Monthly for Novem-
ber 1954. He indicated his belief that there
are at least one hundred million other in-
habited planets.

Apparently not to be outdone by his
predecessor, Donald H. Menzel, the present
Director of the Harvard College Observa-
tory, wrote in the December 1955 Atlantic
Monthly that “life, even human or super-
human life, may exist in millions of places
in the universe.”

And according to a Science Service Grand
Jury survey of prominent astronomers in
September 1956, only three percent indi-
cated they did not believe in the cxistence
of “creatures roughly comparable to man
[elsewhere] in the universe.” Sixty-two
percent of these astronomers answercd in
the affirmative, while 35 percent refrained
from stating an opinion.

Still many scientists and physicists—far
too many, according to some of their col-
leagues—have never studied nor read any
objective literature on the enigma or phe-
nomena. It is interesting to note that the
so-called “acceptance” as real of these ob-
jects seems to rise proportionate to their
scientific examination. In other words, if
an astronomer who knows nothing of these
epochal occurrences were asked for an
opinion, he might voluntecr “utter bilge.”
But on the other hand—where some reflcc-
tion has been initiated on these phenomena
—a much more receptive, open-minded—or
even positive attitude—is quite often con-
veyed.

On Wednesday, October 10, 1956, the
author talked by telephone with a Captain
Fry, Commander of the Pasadena Air De-
fense Filter Center. This Filter Center is
the point of reception for all UFO reports
via Ground Observer Corps members as
well as from a large proportion of the

pulace from San Louis Obispo—in Cen-
tral California—to the state’s southern ex-
tremity, San Diego. The author’s object
was to determine the number and classifica-
tion of UFO sighting reports for 1956.

Captain Fry admitted that there was a
dircctive  prohibiting  Sergeants-on-Duty
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from answering queries from news media
and the general public, relevant to the UFO
and instructing that all such inquiries be
directed to the center’s commanding officer
or to Norton Air Force Base in San Ber-
nardino.

The Captain confirmed a report related
by the author that forms and instructions
clarifying and elaborating UFO report
procedurc had been dispatched to GOC
posts the prior August 6th,

The Commanding Officer then suggested
I contact Norton AFB for additional and
statistical data on the UFO investigation or
recent sightings. Norton’s Public Informa-
tion Officer, a Major Bowers, channeled the
questioner to Air Force Intelligence Lieu-
tenant Hoskins.

Exemplifying the efficiency of military
procedure, it took no less than three dif-
ferent tclephone calls (all long distance)
to Norton and most of the day to have
even one question answered.

Pursuing my quarry undaunted, the an-
swer forth came:

Air Force Regulation No. 200-2 strictly
prohibits the dissemination of any and all
information to civilians regarding UFOB’s
(Unidentified Flying OBjects), except
“awhen the object is positively identified as
a familiar object . ..

“Familiar Objects,” the regulation de-
fincd, “include balloons, astronomical
bodies, birds and so forth.”

There I had it.

Nothing. '

Lieutenant Hoskins added that no one
on the base had the authority to grant me
information on UFOB’s “classified” or
otherwise. He said he was sorry. And he
wasn’t the only one.

AFR 200-2 is nothing new, the author
learned. But it is stll forcefully in effect.
It has superceded Air Force Letter 200-2
(dated 29 Apr. 1952) and was first issued in
August 1953. The current AFR 200-2 (1-5)
“Reg” is dated 12 AUGUST 1954: “By Or-
der of the Secretary of the Air Force” (al-
though signed by N. F. Twining, Chief of
Staff, United States Air Force), and is dis-
tributed to ONI Naval Intelligence and G-2
Army Intelligence as well as to Air Force
Intelligence agencies. ‘

The Military restrictions under AFR
200-2 are obvious. But what about civilians?
Are there other documents applying to
extraneous sources?

According to Donald E. Keyhoe, in The
Flying Saucer Conspiracy, JANAP 146(B)
was issued 6 September 1951 by “The Joint
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Chiefs of Staff Joint Communications-Flec-
tronics Committee.”

Under “Secrion III—Sccurity,”
lates:

“zog MILITARY AND CIVILIAN.

“a. All persons aware of the contents or
cxistence of a CIRVIS report are governed
by the Communications Act of 1934 and
amended thereto, and Espionage Laws.

“(2) CIRVIS reports contain informa-
tion affecting the National Defense of the
United States within the meaning of Fs-
pionage Laws, 18 U. S. Code, 793 and 794.
The unauthorized transmission or revelation
of the contents of CIRVIS reports in any
manner is prohibited.”

What are CIRVIS reports?

CIRVIS reports, according to JANAP
146(B), include “Unidentified flying ob-
jects.”

As for AFR 200-2, at least as applied by
Norton AFB, it appears rather illogical
that the Pasadena Filter Center should in-
stigate 2 policy directing inquiries referring
to UF(’s to Norton, only to have the en-
quirer confronted with a regulation prohibit-
ing the release of any such information, It
is a hopelessly blind alley.

Is it any wonder then, that the news
media do not more extensively disseminare
UFO sightings (and subscquently authorita-
tive comments)?

Is it any wonder that such objective
civilian research groups as Project “A” of
the Ohio Northern University have pre-
maturely terminated—for lack of "coopera-
tion and sufficient data?

Is it any wonder that the public at large
is apathetic, and is likewise inhibited by
fear of ridicule to report UFO's when
sighted?

Is it any wonder that more intensive ef-
forts are not being advanced by more sci-
entists and research societies to resolve the
flying saucer anomaly? ‘

No-—apparently it is not any wonder.

But UFO reports are on the increasc.
According to many localized press accounts,
Ground Observers throughout the country
are constantly being alerted. Many Air
Force and Naval Air Bascs are on twenty-
four-hour alerts.

John Pfeiller, a GOC skywatcher in Fs-
condido, California, and a Licurenant Com-
mander (pilot) in the Naval Air Reserve,
told the author on October 7, 1956, that all
Navy pilots have been advised immiediately
to report UFQO observations but were “cau-
toned™ not to speak of rhese sightings in
public,
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it stipu-

As a Ground Observer Corps member, he
added that forms issued of recent by the
Air Filter Center have de-emphasized report-
ing instructions for some types of aircraft,
but at the same time emphasized reporting
procedure for UFO observations.

Summarizing “The Problems Today,” the
future does not look dismal. Truth has and
shall continue to ultimately prevail. Mod-
em technology will add a few problems
(such as creating aircraft that are gradually
approaching the reported characteristics of
the UFO’s) but conversely will also create
new and improved methods of detection:
longer range radar, faster interceptors, su-
perior optical tracking and photographlc
devices, and a myriad of other innovations
too numerous and complex to conceive at
our relatively early stage of advancement.

But will this reallv solve anything? Aren’t
our problems primarily a matter of objec-
tively examining the data accumulated to
date? Are not people inherently apprehen-
sive of the new and the unknown?

Perhaps a psychological sclf-analysis is
in order.

In restricting UFO data from the public
and various civilian investigative bodics,
the Air Force has become a prime concern
to the UFO researcher. Obviously—and ad-
mittedly by the Air Force itself—there is
nothing essential to national defense in the
bulk of these reports, and anything that was
(such as intercept and radar tracking pro-
cedure) could easily be withheld.

But we may be our own inhibiting agent.
How many of us objectively tread the path
of ultimate truth and are not continually
swayed into one extreme or another? We
may have our heads in the clouds but it
is inversely imperative that we should al-
ways kcep our feet on the ground. But
ncither must we suppress new thought and
concepts. A common constriction is our
tendency to habitually apply an earthly
solution to a relatively uncarthly phenome-
non.

Few can deny that the fantastic of today
is the common place of tomorrow.

With diligent research, patient analyses,
constructive investigation, and the ultimate
cooperation of official investigative bodies,
the UFO picture will slowly but surely
resolve into something of which we may
now perceive only turbidly.

And that day will come. Until then, we
must continually evaluate and discriminate.
Keep an alert eye and ear. And wairt,

For as Albert Finstein said:

“Those people saw something.” a
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Glossary of UFO Terminology

ADC—Air Defense Command;

AFR 200-2—Air Force Regulation No. 200-2. The
current regulation prohibiting the release of UFO
data to news media and the public by Air Force
bases and USAF Intelligence groups.

AFSB—Australian Flying Saucer Bureau. Now be-
lieved defunct, this group was headquartered at
Fairfield, New South Wales.

AFSRS—Australian Flying Saucer Research Society,
located at Kilburn, South Australia.

AP—Associated Press.

APRO—Aerial Phenomena Research Organization.
A private UFO research group with headquarters
at Alamogordo, New Mexico.

ATIC, A. T, I. C.—Air Technical Intelligence Center.
Llocated at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Dayton, Ohio. ATIC coordinates the USAF study of
unidentified aerial phenomena.

CAA—Civil Aeronautics Administration.

CFSI—Civilian Flying Saucer Intelligence. A group
in Seattle disseminating UFO sighting reports.

CIA—Central Intelligence Agency.

CIRVIS—Communication Instruction for Reporting
Vital Intelligence Sightings (from Aircraft).

CSI (NY)—Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New
York,

CS$1 (NZ)—Civilian Saucer Investigation (New Zea-
land), at Auckland.

C. R, L. F. O.—Civilian Research, Interplanetary
Flying Objects. A UFO news disseminating group
at Cincinnati, Ohio.

Flap—Applied to the UFO, a flap designates
anything from a "flurry” to a “panic” of sighting
reports and the resultant effects.

Flying Disc (or Disk)—A term often used in refer-
ence to UFQ's from 1947 up to and including the
early '50's.

Flying Saucer—Generally, any aerial phenomena
remaining for at least a brief time unidentified.
Specifically, an aerial object which exhibits a
circular or oval shape.

Fortean—Pertaining to, or the work of, or the
type of anomalous phenomena catalogued by,
Charles Hoy Fort (1874-1932). Fort’s principal
works—The Book of the Damned, New Lands, Lol,
and Wild Talents—comprise The Books of Charles
Fort (published 1941 by Henry Holt for the
Fortean Society).

GOC, G. 0. C.—Ground Observer Corps.

Gravitic—pertaining to gravity, the principles of,
and applications thereto.

Google

INS—International News Service.
JANAP—Joint-Army-Navy-Air-Publication.

LB, L-B—Light-Beam. A communications method
primarily developed for the restricted interchange
of intelligence data during the Second World War.
More recently, it has been adapted for attempting
extra-terrestrial contact (communication).

MO—Modus Operandi (Method of Operation).
NTO—Non-Terrestrial Object.

OPI—-Office of Public Information. Sometimes
known as OPI/DD, the latter abbreviating De-
partment of Defense.

PIO—Public Information Officer.

Project Blue Book—The current Air Force investiga-
tive body for the acquisition and analyses of UFO
dato. It is located at Air Technical Intelligence
Center, Ohio.

Project Grudge—The USAF center for UFO re-.
search which preceded Project Blue Book and
succeeded Project Sign.

Project Magnet—A program initially established
by the Canadian Government for the ultimate
development of a discoid airfoil motivated by
electro-magnetic energy. Recently, Project Magnet
has been more extensively noted for its attempt
to electronically detect the proximity of UFO’s
to its sighting station at Shirley’s Bay (near
Ottawa), Ontario.

Project Sign—The code name assigned to the first
group within the Air Force to investigate “fying
saucer” reports.

Project Twinkle—A U. S. Air Force project to
resolve what has become known as the ""Green
Fireball” phenomenon, plaguing the Southwestern
United States since 1948.

UAO—This designation for Unidentified Aerial
Object has been replaced in recent years by UFO
(or UFOB).

UFO, U. F. O., u.f.o.—(Pronounced Yoo-foe.) Un-
identified Flying Object. The current, semi-official
designation for the phenomena oftimes termed
“flying saucers.” Plural is initiated by adding
apostrophe and a non-capitalized s, i.e. UFO's,
(See UFOB.)

UFOB—(Pronounced Yoo-fob.) Official U. S. Gov-
ernment designation for Unidentified Flying Ob-
jects.

UP—United Press.

Vailx—Purported Atlantean term for a cigar-
shaped aircraft, or space ship.

Vimaona (Sanskrit), Vimanam (Pail) — Archaic

-designation for a self-propelled “air boat.” W
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in many_local ﬁ'w UF0
ani'm m “including: The
 Brifish Inferplanetary Society, Asso-
ciafion of Lunar and Planefary Ob-
servers, The Meleorifical Sociely,
Civilian Saucer Infelligence of New
Iealand and associafe member of
the American Rockef Sociefy.




